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Tom Smith,  

Woman detained under new state law,  

Times Daily (Oct. 26, 2011) 

 

 

  



Woman detained under new state law 
By Tom Smith  Senior Staff Writer 

A woman living in Sheffield is the first in the four Shoals cities to be charged under the new state immigration 
law that went into effect in September, officials said Tuesday. 

Viviana Morena Ochoa, 23, 707 N. Columbia Ave., is charged with first-degree criminal possession of a forged 
instrument and not in procession of a driver’s license, Sheffield Police Chief Greg Ray said. 

Ray said a hold has been placed on Ochoa by Immigrations and Customs Enforcement agents after authorities 
were unable to determine she is in the U.S. legally. 

Ray said Ochoa was taken into custody Sunday after she was involved in a minor traffic accident. He said 
arrest warrants were issued Tuesday. 

The chief said at the time of the accident, Ochoa gave police an expired U.S. visa card. 
“During the time the officer was talking with her, she produced three documents she claimed were proof of 
identification,” Ray said. “All three had photos on them (but) ... none of the photos look like Ochoa.” 

Ochoa told police that one of the documents was fake, authorities said. 
“The fact that she could not prove citizenship and gave us fake documents made us believe she was trying to 
mislead us,” the chief said. 

Ray said Ochoa was taken into custody based on the new statutes of Alabama’s immigration law. 
“Under the new law, no matter who it is, if they do not have a driver’s license they are to be taken into custody 
to determine their immigration status, and that’s exactly what was done in this case,” Ray said. 

He said the Immigrations and Customs Enforcement agency was contacted. 
“They started checking on her immigration status and as of yet they have not found citizenship in the U.S. or 
anything authorizing her to be here,” the chief said. 

Authorities said Ochoa’s fingerprints were emailed to immigration agents, who could not find a match. 
“It is my understanding that anyone coming into the country on a visa has to file their fingerprints with 
(immigration),” Ray said. 

He said Ochoa was charged with having the forged identification document. 
“The immigration officials helped us work through this case, since this is all new to us,” Ray said. 

Ochoa is being held in Sheffield City Jail. 
Tom Smith can be reached at 256-740-5757 or tom.smith@TimesDaily.com. 

Ochoa 

PERIODICO ESTADO FECHA SECCION PAGINA 

Times Daily AL 26-oct-11   
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File photo

Illegal immigration charges dropped against German Mercedes-Benz

executive

Published: Wednesday, November 23, 2011, 12:02 PM     Updated: Wednesday, November 23, 2011, 12:09 PM

 
By 
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Alabama -- Authorities said Wednesday they

dropped a charge against a German Mercedes-Benz executive

who was arrested under Alabama's new crackdown on illegal

immigration after a police officer caught him driving without

identification required by the law.

While Tuscaloosa police arrested the man last week for not

having proper citizenship documents while driving a rental car in

the city, city attorney Tim Nunnally said in an email the charge

was dismissed after the man later provided the documents in

municipal court.

Police identified the man as Detlev Hager, 46. The company said

he was in Alabama on business at the time but declined further

comment.

The arrest drew widespread attention because the German

automaker is one of the state's leading employers, and its

decision to build its first U.S. assembly plant in Alabama in 1993

provided the spark that helped lead to the state's large

automotive industry, which includes foreign manufacturers

Honda, Hyundai and Toyota.

Republicans who support the immigration law say it will help

create jobs for legal Alabama residents by driving away illegal

immigrants, but some business leaders and critics of the law

contend similar arrests could hurt economic development in the

state by making it a less-attractive location for foreign

companies.

One newspaper cited the executive's arrest in urging Mercedes to move to Missouri from Alabama.

"Our state has many advantages over Alabama. We are the Show-Me State, not the 'Show me your papers' state,'" the St. Louis

Post-Dispatch wrote in an editorial.

The man's arrest caused a state inquiry to the city prompted by Republican Gov. Robert Bentley, who signed the law, but his office

refused to say how Bentley knew the man had been detained. Bentley is from Tuscaloosa, where he practiced medicine for years.

Illegal immigration charges dropped against German Mercedes-Benz exec... http://blog.al.com/wire//print.html
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Japanese Honda employee ticketed under new 

immigration law,  

al.com (Nov. 30, 2011) 

 

 

  



Governor Robert Bentley speaks at an event where Honda

Manufacturing of Alabama celebrated their tenth anniversary in Alabama

with speakers in a tent in front of the welcome center Monday, Nov. 14,

2011 in Lincoln, Ala. (The Birmingham News/Bernard Troncale).

Japanese Honda employee ticketed under new immigration law

Published: Wednesday, November 30, 2011, 2:33 PM     Updated: Wednesday, November 30, 2011, 3:56 PM

 
By 

The Associated Press

BIRMINGHAM, Alabama  — A second foreign worker

employed by Alabama's automobile industry has been charged

under the state's crackdown on illegal immigration.

Officials said Wednesday that a Japanese employee on

temporary assignment at Honda Manufacturing of Alabama in

Talladega County was ticketed under the law. The company says

the man is working with authorities to resolve the matter.

It's not clear where the worker was stopped. But a person with

knowledge of the case says he was ticketed at a routine police

roadblock for not having an Alabama driver's license, even

though he had a valid Japanese passport and an international

driver's license.

The person wasn't authorized to release the information and asked not to be identified.

A Mercedes-Benz manager was previously arrested in Tuscaloosa under the law for not having a driver's license. The

charge was dismissed after the man provided authorities with identification.

Updated at 3:30 p.m. to change the headline to clarify the headline.

© 2011 al.com. All rights reserved.
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