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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF GWINNETT COUNTY 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

 
 
V.L.,       : 
 APPELLANT,      : 
       : CIVIL ACTION FILE NO.  
V.        :  
       : __________________ 
GWINNETT COUNTY BOARD OF    : 
EDUCATION,       : 
 APPELLEE.      : 
  

 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

 

 

 Under O.C.G.A. §20-2-1160(c), V.L. appeals the State Board of Education’s 

disciplinary decision in case number 2020-24, issued on July 23, 2020. The Gwinnett 

County Board of Education’s decision to permanently expel V.L. from Gwinnett County 

Public Schools was arbitrary, capricious, contrary to law, and a gross abuse of discretion. 

See Henry Cnty. Bd of Educ. v. S.G., 301 Ga. 794, 798-99 (2017). V.L. files this Notice of 

Appeal seeking this Court’s reversal of his permanent expulsion and expungement of the 

disciplinary infraction from his school records.  

 Upon acceptance and filing of this Notice of Appeal, the Georgia State Board of 

Education will transmit the full administrative record to this Court under O.C.G.A. §20-

2-1160(c). Once the administrative record is filed, V.L. requests this Court to enter an 

order establishing an expedited briefing schedule.  

 Respectfully submitted this 18th day of August, 2020.  

[Signatures on following page.] 
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 /s/ Claire Sherburne 
         CLAIRE SHERBURNE 

Georgia Bar No. 732244 
 
 

/s/ Michael J. Tafelski 
MICHAEL J. TAFELSKI 
Georgia Bar No. 507007 

        
Attorneys for Appellant 

   
Southern Poverty Law Center       
400 Washington Ave  
Montgomery, AL 36106 
Phone: (334) 430-9104 
Email: claire.sherburne@splcenter.org; michael.tafelski@splcenter.org  
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Certificate of Service 
 
 I hereby certify that I have served Appellee’s legal counsel with a copy of this Notice 

of Appeal on August 19, 2020, by e-mail and United States mail, addressed as follows:  

Creighton Lancaster, Esq.  
Thompson, Sweeny, Kinsinger & Pereira, P.C. 

P.O. Drawer 1250 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046 

 

 /s/ Claire Sherburne 
         CLAIRE SHERBURNE 

Georgia Bar No. 732244 
        

Attorney for Appellant 
   

Southern Poverty Law Center       
400 Washington Ave  
Montgomery, AL 36106 
(334) 430-9104 
claire.sherburne@splcenter.org 

 


