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BY MARK POTOK, EDITOR

THE JEWS, THEY SAY, ARE “THE SYNAGOGUE
of Satan.”

They are not the offspring of the
Biblical Hebrews at all. Instead, Jews,
they claim, are descendants of the
Edomites, an evil race spawned by

Esau, the twin brother of Jacob, who
was later known as Israel. Today’s Jews
are liars who falsely assert that they
are God’s “chosen people” in order to
deceive the world. It is not the Jewish
pretenders but them, they insist, who
are uniquely favored by God.

“The Holocaust is a damn joke!” one
of their more vicious leaders shouted
in a recent confrontation with a Jewish
man in Philadelphia. “Heil Hitler!”

Who are these haters of the Jews?

They could easily be adherents of
Christian Identity, the white suprem-
acist theology that asserts that Jews
are in league with Satan and that white
people are the real descendants of the
Biblical Hebrews.

But, in this case, they are not.
Instead, they are black men and women
who inhabit the racist fringe of the
growing Hebrew Israelite movement,

a movement that asserts that Christ

Theology of the Dispossessed

will soon return to destroy or enslave
whites, Jews and others. Their ideol-
ogy — a phenomenon explored in detail
in the cover story of this issue of the
Intelligence Report — has been growing
more militant in recent years.

“These are African-American
groups with a theology that is the
reverse of Christian Identity,” says
Michael Barkun, a Syracuse University
professor who is the leading scholar
of Christian Identity. “They’re mirror
images of each other”

Christian Identity began as British
Israelism, a theology spawned by well-
heeled British Victorians who argued
that European whites were descen-
dants of the lost tribes of Israel, and
thus were the long-lost brothers of
the Jews, who descended from related
tribes. The theology, which began as
a fad in 19th century Britain, was a
way of explaining, and justifying, the
sprawling British Empire.

Once it reached the shores of the
United States, British Israelism mor-
phed into an even more bizarre
doctrine, one that identified Jews as
the biological descendants of Satan
who pretended falsely to be the cho-
sen of God. The resulting theology
— Christian Identity — found adherents
among those who found the growing
diversity of America threatening to the
long-favored white race.

Like Christian Identity, black
Hebrew Israelism is a theology of dis-
possession — but in this case, the
dispossession is not the waning of spe-
cial privileges long accorded to whites.
It is the very real dispossession of peo-
ple who were brought to this country
in chains and have struggled ever since.

Given that reality, it’s not hard to
understand how the black Hebrew
Israelite narrative developed — a kind
of “revenge narrative,” as Barkun put it.

Much like the theology of the Nation
of Islam, the Hebrew Israelite view
of the world is in some ways sim-
ply a reaction to our country’s history
of white racism, white privilege and
oppression of black people both dur-
ing and after slavery.

But, if we are to progress together as
a nation, we can’t excuse black racism
just because we can explain it. Ethnic
and racial hatred is still the scourge
of our times. Serbs and Croats, Turks
and Greeks, Chechnyans and Russians,
Basques and Spaniards, Jews and Arabs
— the list of entrenched ethnic hatreds
and antagonisms in recent history is
virtually endless. At some point, it has
to stop.

As Martin Luther King Jr. once
put it: “Violence begets violence; hate
begets hate; and toughness begets a
great toughness. It is all a descend-
ing spiral, and the end is destruction
— for everybody. Along the way of life,
somebody must have enough sense and
morality to cut off the chain of hate” a

CORRECTIONS

An article in the Summer 2008 edi-
tion of the Intelligence Report entitled
“Secret |dentity” misidentified the late
white supremacist Kenneth Goff as
Nicholas Goff. = “State of Denial,” in
the same issue, erroneously reported

that a House resolution on the
Armenian genocide had been voted
down. In fact, H.R. 106 was never
brought to the floor for a vote but was
effectively killed by the withdrawal of
more than 100 backers' support. The
Report regrets the errors.
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18 Anti-Semitism
Goes to School

Anti-Semitism on university campuses,
including strains that originate on the
political left, is drawing increasing atten-
tion from both government authorities
and experts in the field. Two examples —
extremist Muslims at a California campus
and a once-“progressive” forum in Oregon
— serve to illustrate this phenomenon.

ON THE COVER

46 'Ready for War'

Around the country, thousands of black men and women have joined the racist
fringe of the Hebrew Israelite movement, a black nationalist theology with roots
stretching back to the 19th century. Adherents, who are growing increasingly mil-
itant and more publicly visible, say that Jesus Christ is returning soon to kill or
enslave white people, Jews, homosexuals, Asians and even continental Africans.

£
28 Legionnaire's Disease
The American Legion has a long history
of fighting for war veterans and their fam-
ilies. But this spring, the legion publicly
launched another kind of campaign with
the release of a booklet attacking illegal
immigration that is replete with false data,
baseless claims, and nativist propaganda.
Latino veterans groups aren’t amused.

36 ‘Arming' for Armageddon
Numbering in the tens of thousands, mem-
bers of an apocalyptic movement known

as Joel’s Army are breaking away in droves
from mainline Pentecostal churches and
embracing an ideology of theocratic take-
over. Their approach is so militant that one
Christian ministry worries it may soon pro-
duce “real warfare with actual warriors.”
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Militias, with theirfendness for all manner of weaponry, are back in
the news with the arrest of six people in Pennsylvania. Authorities say
one of those arrested planned to shoot black people from rooftops.

Militia Arrests Derail
Alleged Murder Schemes

Five men and a woman tied to mili-
tias and survivalist movements were
arrested in early June in woodsy
Clearfield and Clarion counties in
north-central Pennsylvania after a task
force made up of ATF, FBI and local law
enforcement officers raided their prop-
erties, uncovering stockpiles of assault
rifles, improvised explosives and pecu-
liar but deadly homemade weaponry.
One of the men, identified as
Pennsylvania Citizens Militia recruiter
Bradley Kahle, 60, of Troutville, alleg-
edly told undercover agents in April that
he planned to shoot black people from the
roof of a building in downtown Pittsburgh.
He also said that he hoped Sen. Barack
Obama and Sen. Hilary Clinton would be

boring two AK-47 assault rifles and
approximately 5,000 rounds of ammuni-
tion. During the raid of Kahle’s property,
agents found 16 “bean can grenades”
made from empty cans filled with nails
and M-1000 firecrackers.

Another defendant, 64-year-old
Clarion County resident Morgan Jones,
identified as the captain of the “91st
Warriors Militia,” was charged with ille-
gally selling and transporting firearms.
During a raid on his rural property, which
local media described as a “compound,”
agents seized 73 weapons, including a
homemade flame-thrower, a “lightning
machine” said to shoot electricity bolts
and a cannon launcher made from a car
driver’s shaft and gas-filled beer cans.

manuals, including Get America Up in
Arms, were found. Jones allegedly dis-
cussed the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing
with an undercover agent, boasting that
he could make the same kind of bomb
Timothy McVeigh detonated using
materials found in chemical cold packs.

A third man, Marvin E. Hall, was also
arrested, along with his girlfriend Melissa
Huet, for illegally transporting firearms
and being a felon in possession of a fire-
arm. Hall served 27 months in a federal
penitentiary after being convicted of
unregistered firearms possession in 1999.
During a raid of his residence, agents
found an SKS assault rifle, a 12-gauge
shotgun and two golf balls that had been
converted to homemade grenades.

Also charged was Perry Landis, 61,
of Clearfield County, who was found in
possession of 25 guns, including Chinese
assault rifles, and explosive blasting
caps. Landis allegedly told undercover

The Intelligence Report is published quarterly by the staff of the Intelligence

According to the FBI, Jones, the
former Knox Township emergency
management coordinator, also distrib-
uted extremist literature. Four such

agents that he wanted to kill local mag-
istrates and that if Clinton were elected
president, he planned to assassinate her
in order to set off an armed revolution.

unconstitutional. assassinated. If they weren’t, Kahle report-
edly said, “We will have a civil war”
At the time, according to a law

enforcement affidavit, Kahle was har-

mal business hours to Joseph
Roy Sr. via the SPLC's general
number, (334) 956-8200.
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HATE IN THE MAINSTREAM

“[Y]ou can look at statistics. Indians are lazy. I've seen the numbers.”

— BOB DUMAS, host of WDCG-FM’s “Bob and the Showgram” in Raleigh, N.C., in an April 1
anti-American Indian diatribe that resulted a three-day unpaid suspension

“[Tllegal immigration] helps fill the pews, it helps fill the coffers,
it helps fill the recruits to the priesthood.”

— JACK MARTIN, director of special projects for the Federation for American Immigration Reform,
attacking the Catholic Church on April 15 after pro-immigrant comments by the pope

“Illegal immigrants do pay taxes. ... So do prostitutes and drug

dealers.”

— Mecklenburg (N.C.) County Commissioner BILL JAMES, a Republican who has claimed that 45%
of gay men eat one another’s feces and that urban blacks “live in a moral sewer,” during an April 15
County Commission meeting

“I don’t think we need 5,000 more illiterate peasants in Colorado.”

— State Rep. DOUGLAS BRUCE (R-Colorado Springs), who was earlier censured by the state House
of Representatives for kicking a newspaper photographer, in remarks during an April 21 floor de-
bate on an immigration bill for which he was immediately rebuked by House leaders

“Do you want your children gunned down?”

— California Coalition for Immigration Reform leader BARBARA COE, attacking a Laguna Beach,
Calif,, plan to purchase a day labor center at a June 10 City Council meeting

“|T]his isn’t ... the inner city. You would think that these kids

would have some kind of value system.”

— BILL O'REILLY, on the June 10 edition of Fox News’ “The O’Reilly Factor,” discussing New Jersey
high school students who distributed topless photos of their classmates

“Down there in New Orleans, it was basically a parasite class

totally dependent on government for their existence.”

— NEAL BOORTZ, on the June 19 edition of Cox Radio Syndication’s “The Neal Boortz Show;” attack-
ing mainly black victims of Hurricane Katrina as he compared them unfavorably to the mostly white
victims of flooding in the upper Midwest this summer

“If the Hispanics and the blacks get together, ladies and
gentleman, we’ll do what we’re told. ... [D]Jon’t come crying to
me when you get your tails beat and have to say, ‘Yessuh, Mr.

Obama.”

— Alabama State Sen. CHARLES BISHOP (R-Jasper), speaking on June 21 to the white supremacist
Council of Conservative Citizens Leadership Conference

“[T]t’s probably the last football game we’ll ever get to see before

the United States gets blown up by Islamists under Obama.”

— HUGH HEWITT, host of a nationally syndicated Salem Radio Network show, discussing an upcom-
ing college football game on June 25

QUOTES ON THIS PAGE WERE COMPILED FROM MEDIA ACCOUNTS, WEB PAGES, E-MAIL GROUPS
AND MEDIA MATTERS FOR AMERICA, A WEBSITE THAT MONITORS THE FAR RIGHT.

THE NATIVISTS

'Grassroots Granny'
Recommends Shooting
Migrants

She may not be your typical hard-core
nativist, but 68-year-old Jackie Juntti
is no less vicious in her racist screeds
against undocumented immigrants.

The self-described “Grassroots
Granny” runs a website, an E-mail list
and an online forum devoted to circulat-
ing articles on current issues, along with
a generous helping of her own vitriol.
Though the topics on her Washington
Grassroots Email Network range from
guns to government, her favorite by
far is immigration. She rails against
“ILLEGALS,” whom she variously calls
mice, fleas, leeches, uninvited invad-
ers and enemy troops. Sometimes, she
advocates shooting them.

“Dispatching the same number
of Highly [sic] trained sharpshoot-
ers would accomplish much more”
than prosecutors, she writes. “Once
the word goes forth that all trespass-
ers will be shot — you can bet that
the number of invaders will slow
WAAAAAAAAAAY down.”

Elsewhere, her rhetoric turns scat-
alogical. “MESTIZO-INDIANS WIPE
ANAL CAVITY OF FECAL MATTER
WITH HANDS — START PICKING
TOMATOES,” screams the subject line
of one E-mail.

“It is a long known fact that most
foreign ag workers do NOT have the same
personal hygiene habits of Americans,”
Juntti writes. “Squat and crap — then
wipe with your hand is a practice over
much of the world and when those folks
come to the US to work they do not leave
that habit at the border.”

In a post to her forum, she manages
to link an article on Hispanic teen-
age pregnancies to the Yearning for
Zion (YFZ) ranch of the polygamous
Fundamentalist Church of Latter Day
Saints (FLDS), which Texas state offi-
cials raided because they believed that
men were taking underage girls as
brides. “The lifestyle of the folks at YFZ
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RANCH was their *culture*,” she wrote.
“The life style of Mexicans — older men
with young girls for sex is the Mexican
Culture — so why the difference in how
they are treated?”

Juntti also supports using racial pro-
filing of Mexicans who are legal U.S.
residents. “It is time that we take a
much closer look at those of Mexican
heritage (blood is thicker than water)
when we hire them for positions that
involves [sic] any immigration or law
enforcement jobs.”

Her ugly rhetoric isn’t limited to
Mexicans, however. Gay people are
“perverts” and “sodomites.” Blacks are
“niggers.” She frequently claims
the populace is under the control
of the “One World Order,” which
she defines as the “Anti-Christ.”

Juntti was a longtime resident
of Washington State. In the past
few years, she appears to have
lived in several different states,
most recently Texas. She reveals
little about herself on her web-
site and didn’t respond to two
E-mails from the Intelligence
Report seeking comment.

At least the world won’t have
to worry about Juntti seeking
a more visible platform for her
xenophobia. “Folks who know
me know my opposition to women in
political office and other positions of
authority over the public in any way,”
she wrote. “That is NOT what the
female of the species was created to do.”

EXTREMIST VIOLENCE

White Supremacists
Start Prison Riot
on Hitler's Birthday

A lunchtime celebration of Adolf
Hitler’s birthday by a white supremacist
prison gang sparked a bloody prison riot
involving more than 200 inmates at the
U.S. penitentiary in Florence, Colo.
According to prison officials, the
April 20 riot began in a prison recre-
ational yard around 12:30 p.m. when
members of the gang began taunting

black inmates with racial slurs and ref-
erences to Hitler.

“They were acting provocatively on
Hitler’s birthday,” Troy Eid, the U.S.
attorney for Colorado, told the Rocky
Mountain News.

The violence quickly escalated.
Inmates began hurling rocks and attack-
ing each other using improvised metal,
wood and plastic weapons.

Prison guards fired nearly 400
rounds to quell the melee, exhausting
their supply of both lethal and non-le-
thal ammunition. Two inmates — one
white and one black — were killed by
gunshots. Five other inmates were

Ken Shatto, president
of a prison guards'
union, discussed
seven guards injured
during a prison race
riot in Colorado.

hospitalized with stabbing or gunshot
wounds.

The Pueblo Chieftain reported
that the Aryan Brotherhood was the
gang responsible for starting the riot,
although prison officials are refusing to
confirm or deny that detail.

U.S. Sen. Ken Salazar (D-Colo.) told
the Rocky Mountain News that “staff-
ing shortages and security shortfalls”
accounted for the violence. In a letter to
U.S. Attorney General Michael Mukasey,
he wrote: “The incident this weekend
demonstrates a continued pattern of
violence that has been escalating over
several years on the Florence campus,
not only at the [U.S. penitentiary], but at
the Supermax as well.”

The Florence Federal Correctional
Complex includes a prison camp, a
medium-security facility, a high-secu-

rity U.S. penitentiary and a “Supermax”
maximum-security prison that contains
the country’s most violent offenders
and terrorists. The riot took place at the
high-security U.S. penitentiary, which
houses roughly 1,000 inmates.

A spokesman for Salazar’s office said
the Federal Bureau of Prisons is com-
piling a report on the riot. The report is
scheduled for release this fall.

EXTREMISTS IN THE MILITARY

FBI Report Confirms
Extremist Activity
in U.S. Military

White supremacist leaders are making

a concerted effort to recruit active-duty
soldiers and recent combat veterans

of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
according to a new FBI report.

The unclassified FBI Intelligence
Assessment, titled “White Supremacist
Recruitment of Military Personnel Since
9/11,” bolsters the findings of a 2006
Intelligence Report exposé that revealed
that alarming numbers of racist extrem-
ists were taking advantage of lowered
wartime recruiting standards to enlist in
the armed services.

“Military experience is found
throughout the white supremacist
extremist movement as a result of
recruitment campaigns by extrem-
ist groups and self-recruitment by
veterans sympathetic to white suprem-
acist causes,” the FBI report states.
“Extremist leaders seek to recruit mem-
bers with military experience in order
to exploit their discipline, knowledge of
firearms, explosives and tactical skills
as well as [in the case of active duty
soldiers] their access to weapons and
intelligence.”

Based on analysis of FBI case files
from October 2001 to May 2008, the
report identified 203 military personnel
or veterans who were active members in
white supremacist organizations during
that period.

Although that number represents
a miniscule percentage of the U.S. vet-
eran and active-duty populations, the
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report noted that “[t]he prestige which
the extremist movement bestows upon
members with military experience
grants them the potential for influence
beyond their numbers. Most extrem-

ist groups have some members with
military experience, and those with mil-
itary experience often hold positions of
authority within the groups to which
they belong.”

The report detailed more than a
dozen investigative findings and crimi-
nal cases involving veterans and active
duty personnel engaging in extremist
activity. For example:

 In May 2003, the U.S. Army
Criminal Investigation Division advised
the FBI of six active-duty soldiers at
Fort Riley, Texas, who were affiliated
with the Aryan Nations. One of the six
was the neo-Nazi group’s point of con-
tact in Kansas and sought to recruit
members from within the military

 In September 2006, the leader
of the Celtic Knights, a now-defunct
splinter faction of the Hammerskins
in central Texas, planned to obtain
firearms and explosives from an active-
duty Army soldier in Fort Hood, Texas.
The soldier, who served in Iraq in
2006 and 2007, was a member of the
National Alliance, a neo-Nazi group. He

Y
The U.S. military has struggled with
the problem of right-wing extrqmists
) 2 o
in the armed services for decades.
Akey worry is that racists may wreck
" morale and safety by sowing racial
'\ A e‘lrl;lity within their units: s,
| "y W \
TR
!‘ a L
I'b .

%
W\

q

is now going through proceedings for
military discharge.

« In October 2006, the National
Socialist Movement, a major neo-Nazi
group, received a number of queries from
active-duty Army and Marine personnel
stationed in Iraq and Afghanistan that
expressed interest in joining the orga-
nization and inquired about chapters
located near domestic U.S. military bases.

* In mid-2007, two Army privates in
the 82nd Airborne
Division at Fort
Bragg, N.C.,
received six-year
prison sentences
for attempting to —
sell body armor
and morphine
to an under-
cover FBI agent
they believed was
involved in the
white supremacist
movement.

“Looking
ahead, cur-
rent and former
military person-
nel belonging to
white suprem-
acist extremist

arn
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organizations who experience
frustration at the inability of these
organizations to achieve their
goals may choose to found new,
more operationally minded and
operationally capable groups,”

the report concludes. “The mili-
tary training veterans bring to the
movement and their potential to
pass this training on to others can
increase the ability of lone offend-
ers to carry out violence from the
movement’s fringes.”

RACIST CULTS

Facing Trouble,
Polygamous Sect Turns
to ... Selling Clothes

It was a mixed summer for the

Fundamentalist Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-Day Saints
(FLDS). In April, state officials raided
the racist cult’s Texas compound and
took the children living there into state
custody because of concerns about sex-
ual abuse. Then, in late May, FLDS
mothers rejoiced after an appeals
court ruled that the state had failed
to provide adequate justification for
removing their children. But it wasn’t
a complete victory: The child wel-
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WILLIAM SPEER

fare investigation has continued, and
FLDS members could still face crimi-
nal charges.

While the legal issues connected with
the Texas raid have yet to be resolved, the
Intelligence Report has learned that FLDS
appears to be establishing a new outpost
in Colorado, where a top aide to the cult’s
imprisoned leader has bought
$2 million worth in property.
Men, women and children
belonging to FLDS have set-
tled on at least three of five
properties that Lee Steed pur-
chased southwest of Denver.
The appearance of the FLDS
members has concerned
neighbors and public officials,
who are unsure how to react
to the sect known to coerce
underage girls into plural
marriages. Together, Steed’s
Colorado purchases eclipse
the 1,691 acres that make up
the sect’s Eldorado, Texas,
compound, and represent
the biggest cluster of FLDS
land holdings outside the
cult’s original headquarters
of Colorado City, Ariz., and
neighboring Hildale, Utah.

Three of Steed’s proper-
ties are located within a few
miles of Westcliffe, Colo. In
November 2006, Steed pur-
chased a 6,000 square-foot
log home with nine bed-
rooms and six baths. Steed
bought the house and 35
acres, which were in fore-
closure, for $350,000 cash,
according to Custer County
records. Neighbors say a
large group of men and women soon
moved into the two-story structure and
began working around the clock.

Kathleen Kerr, who owns a house
next door, said activity on the Steed
property has ruined the communi-
ty’s rural flavor with bright lights on
all night, constant construction, and
noise generated by ATVs patrolling the
property, along with occasional gun-
fire. “It’s just not quiet and peaceful

Bill White

there anymore,” Kerr said, adding that
she has put her own three-bedroom
cabin up for sale.

In late May, after Texas officials’ raid
on the YFZ ranch in Eldorado, the Third
Court of Appeals ordered more than
400 children to be returned to their
parents. Nonetheless, a criminal inves-

tigation remains ongoing and includes
sifting through evidence seized during
the April raid. The attorney general’s
office also collected DNA from FLDS
leader Warren Jeffs as part of an inves-
tigation into whether he had sexual
relationships with four girls under 16.
Jeffs was convicted last year in Utah of
being an accomplice to rape for forcing
a 14-year-old girl to marry her 19-year-
old cousin, and is awaiting trial in

Arizona on similar charges.

Although news reports have focused
on the cult’s polygamy more than 100
years after the practice was banned by
the Mormon Church, FLDS also encour-
ages hatred of blacks and gays. Jeffs
preaches that the devil uses black peo-
ple to perpetrate evil and that a sexual
relationship between men is
tantamount to murder.

Yet the FLDS saga has an
unexpected lighter side. In
the wake of massive national
publicity about the Texas
raid, FLDS launched its
own line of clothing, tak-
ing advantage of ubiquitous
news photos of the cult’s
women in their “prairie
dresses.” The brand, sold at
fldsdress.com, also offers up
a baby dress with bloomers, a
teen princess dress and boy’s
denim trousers. “Each piece,”
the FLDS website promises
potential buyers, “is made
with joy and care”

Nazi Boss Claims
Attempted Armed
Visit to Editor

Neo-Nazi Bill White, the
Virginia-based leader of
the American National
Socialist Workers Party who
is infamous for his making
threats over the Internet,
said this June that he had
attempted to visit the home
of Intelligence Report Editor
Mark Potok “in the middle of the
night” while traveling in “a car full of
guns.”

In a posting on his Overthrow.com
website, White said that he and fel-
low neo-Nazi Chris Drake had left the
Birmingham home of his new Alabama
state leader, Edward Weed, at about
3 a.m. on June 21 and headed for
Montgomery, where Potok lives and the
Southern Poverty Law Center is head-
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quartered. White said that he wanted
“to see if he [Potok] would come out and
take photos with us.”

White claimed the pair got lost on
the way and eventually gave up. Had
he actually driven to Montgomery, he
would have arrived at around 5 a.m.

The idea of such a trip made Drake
nervous. “I protested” to White, Drake
wrote later, “saying that that partic-
ular queer jew [sic] was the last one
we’d want to get caught trespassing by.
Commander White assured me that
it was not trespassing to go knock on
someone’s door and ask to have your
picture made with them.”

ANTI-IMMIGRATION MOVEMENT

FAIR Front Group
Claims Immigrants
Ruin Environment

Next time you find yourself stuck in
traffic miles from work — or school or
home or daycare — don’t blame poor
urban planning, low carpooling rates or
inadequate public transportation.

Blame immigrants.

That’s right, according to high-pro-
file ads placed this summer in The New
York Times, Foreign Affairs, The Nation

and other publications by a new front

group for the Federation for American
Immigration Reform (FAIR) and two
other anti-immigrant hate groups.
The ads, which are based on dubious
statistical analysis, claim that an immi-
gration-fueled population boom will
dramatically worsen traffic congestion
and destroy pristine lands.

One ad shows a four-lane highway
clogged with vehicles above the cap-
tion, “One of America’s Most Popular
Pastimes.” The other depicts a bulldozer
clearing forest above the words, “One of
America’s Best Selling Vehicles.”

Starting in June, the ads were
placed by an organization calling
itself America’s Leadership Team for
Long Range Population-Immigration-
Resource Planning. “We’re the nation’s
leading experts on population and
immigration trends and growth,” boasts
one of the ads.

Actually, America’s Leadership
Team is a public relations front group
for a coalition of five anti-immigration
organizations, three of which — FAIR,
the American Immigration Control
Foundation and the Social Contract
Press — are listed as hate groups by the
Southern Poverty Law Center for their

JULY 5,2008 = ORLANDO, FLA.
A white power band called The Caucasoids,
accompanied by an apparent minor and
boasting the threatening symbol of a
hangman'’s noose, played the Independence
Day concert put on a day late at a secret
locationin Orlando. The concert, entitled The
Fourth Fest, was thrown by the Confederate
Hammerskins, a Southern division of the
notoriously violent Hammerskin Nation.
Only the lead singer (second from left),
Coby Stonecypher of Chuluota, Fla., has
been identified. The concert was the
second Hammerskin show of the year
in Florida, following a “St. Patty’'s Day"
concert that took place on March 17 in
Tampa. The Hammerskins, and especially
the Confederate Hammerskins, have been
growing recently after a period of relative
stagnation, rising from nine chapters in
2006 to 14 chapters last year.

MARY ANN CHASTAIN/AP IMAGES

THE
BLOTTER

Updates on Extremism and The Law

The Ventura, Calif., leader of
the Confederation of Racialist
Working Class Skinheads was indicted
on hate crime, weapons and criminal
threats charges. Ian Eugene Morrow,
39, allegedly yelled racial slurs while
leading an attack on a Latino bouncer
in August 2005. Police later searched
Morrow’s home and found an illegal
pair of metal-packed gloves. While out
on bail for the 2005 attack, Morrow
allegedly made criminal threats during
a business dispute involving a pit bull.

IVII®A Russell Dean Landers, a mem-
ber of the antigovernment

Montana Freemen who was serving an
11-year prison sentence for conspiracy,
bank fraud and threatening a federal
judge, was sentenced to an additional
15 years after being convicted of trying
to extort his release from the federal
prison in El Reno, Okla. Landers, 56,
was one of four inmates who demanded
hundreds of thousands of dollars from
officials for using the inmate’s names,
which the men claimed had been
“copyrighted.”

Two members of the Berdoo

Skins, a racist skinhead crew in
San Bernardino, Calif., were sentenced
to a combined 23 years in prison after
being convicted of attempted hate mur-
der. Ryan Christopher White, 30, and
Anthony Scott Allen, 24, were on their
way to a “Free the Order” neo-Nazi
rally (The Order was an infamous white
supremacist terror group of the 1980s)
near Los Angeles when they randomly
stabbed a black man during a restroom
stop in Claremont, Calif.

Yolo County, Calif. jurors rec-
ommended the death penalty

for white supremacist gang member

Brendt Volarvich, 22. The same jury
convicted Volarvich in April of first-
degree murder for shooting to death
California Highway Patrol Officer Andy
Stevens during a traffic stop on a rural
road in November 2005.

Federal prosecutors in Las

Vegas indicted more than a
dozen members of the Aryan Warriors,
a prison-based white supremacist gang,
for murder, extortion, bribing guards
and trafficking drugs. The gang has
operated inside the Nevada prison sys-
tem since at least 1991.

Crosses in front of an Abbeville, S.C., home
memorialized two lawmen murdered by
antigovernment extremists in:2003.

Antigovernment “Patriot"

Arthur Bixby, 78, was commit-
ted to a South Carolina mental hospital
to determine his competency to stand
trial for the shooting deaths of Abbeville
County Sheriff’s Deputy Sgt. Danny
Wilson and State Constable Donnie
Ouzts in 2003. Bixby’s son and wife
were convicted last year of murdering
the lawmen and sentenced to death and
life imprisonment, respectively. Arthur
Bixby ultimately was ruled mentally ill
and committed indefinitely.

IYINZ7) Spokane, Wash., racist skin-
head James Douglas Ross, 26,
was sentenced to 14 months in prison

for helping a white supremacist activ-
ist from Canada sneak into the United
States after she was denied legal entry.
Ross, a leader of the Eastern Washington
Skinheads, was thrown out of the armed
forces after being caught shipping
AK-47s to the United States from Iraq
in 2004.

Ronald David Cole, a prom-
inent figure in the militia
movement of the 1990s, was convicted
of fraud in a federal court in Toledo,
Ohio. Cole, the former commander
of the Colorado First Light Infantry,
pleaded guilty to 14 charges, including
a dozen counts of manufacturing fake
birth certificates, Social Security cards
and driver’s licenses. Cole served two
years in prison in the late 1990s for pos-
session of illegal machine guns.

INYIP2XY More than 30 members and
associates of the Invaders
Motorcycle Club, a white supremacist
gang founded in 1965 in Gary, Ind., were
arrested on drug trafficking charges
during raids throughout Northwest
Indiana, Missouri and Colorado. DEA
agents seized chemicals used to make
methamphetamine, 35 firearms, and
paraphernalia bearing the gang’s logo —
a swastika with “SS” lightning bolts.

Two members of Tampa

Blood and Honour, a chapter
of a particularly violent international
white supremacist organization, were
indicted in Florida for beating two
homeless men to death in 1998. Two
other members had already pleaded
guilty to the crimes. Federal officials
say the men planned to participate
in a race war and killed the home-
less men because they were deemed
inferior.
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links to white supremacists and publica-
tion of bigoted materials.

All five of the groups behind
America’s Leadership Team — the other
two are Californians for Population
Stabilization and Numbers USA — have
been funded in part by John Tanton, the
puppet master of the modern anti-im-
migration movement.

It’s not the first time that Tanton
and other anti-immigration activists
have tried to woo environmentalists in
an attempt to gain political support for
their cause. In 1996, Tanton lobbied the
Sierra Club, the nation’s largest environ-
mental organization, to adopt a plank
advocating sharp restrictions on
immigration. In 2004, an anti-
immigration faction tried to take
over the Sierra Club by winning
election to its board of directors.
Both efforts failed.

Experts say that new immi-
grants in fact add very little to
traffic or even congestion woes,
although they presumably do so
more as they become wealthier
and more able to afford per-
sonal transportation and larger
homes.

“Recent immigrants are in
fact substantially less responsi-
ble for sprawl (they live in the
highest density communities)
and traffic (they disproportion-
ately take transit and walk), as
they are poor,” UCLA urban
planning professor Randall Crane
E-mailed the Report. “Eventually, they
better assimilate into the population
and will be more like everyone else,
which is to say they are no worse than
anyone else.”

GENOCIDE DENIAL

Ex-Turkish Studies Chair
Claims Pressure to Deny
Genocide

“A perfect storm of silly allegations,”
is how Institute of Turkish Studies
Executive Director David Cuthell
describes the barrage of media cov-

erage ITS received early this summer
regarding concerns that ITS, a nonprofit
organization funded by the government
of Turkey, is promoting denial of the
Armenian genocide.

It began June 3 with the release
of the Summer 2008 issue of the
Intelligence Report, which exposed a
network of U.S. scholars and lobbyists
who deny the Armenian genocide and
also happen to receive money from the
Turkish government, either in the form
of research grants, travel reimburse-
ments or speaker’s fees. The money was
often channeled through ITS; in the
case of the lobbyists, it came in direct

payments from Turkey.

That same day, the Huffington Post
publicized an open letter to Turkish
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan
from the president of the Middle East
Studies Association. The letter pro-
tested the alleged forced resignation of
former ITS board of governors chair-
man Donald Quataert, who said he
resigned in late 2006 under pressure
from Turkish Ambassador Nabi Sensoy
after refusing to retract his affirmation
in a scholarly book review that “what
happened to the Armenians readily sat-
isfies the U.N. definition of genocide.”

Sensoy denied pressuring Quataert
to resign or threatening to withhold

ITS funding if Quataert didn’t retract
his affirmation of the Armenian geno-
cide, as the former board chair alleged.
Nevertheless, the media storm inten-
sified further in early July when The
Washington Post reported that four ITS
board members had resigned in protest
after learning of Quataert’s situation.

Quataert told the Post that a few
years ago, he and other board members
were surprised to learn upon looking
into the source of the institute’s funding
that what they had been led to believe
was an irrevocable blind trust was in
fact “a gift that could be revoked by the
Turkish government.”

Defending the integrity of the ITS,
Cuthell told the Intelligence Report
that while the ITS funding is currently
held in the form of a sovereign bond by
the government of Turkey, “one of my
goals is to move it [the funding] back
into the U.S. so that no one is under any
false impressions as to the nature of our
funding.”

“I can categorically state that the
Turkish government has never inter-
fered with any of our funding decisions,”
Cuthell said. “We’ve been slimed.”

SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS

Vermont Separatist
Leader Criticizes Racist
Allies, Belatedly

Reversing a longstanding refusal to crit-
icize his Southern secessionist allies,
Thomas Naylor, leader of the “progres-
sive” separatists of the Second Vermont
Republic (SVR), called on the League of
the South this July to denounce racism.
Naylor and fellow separatist
Kirkpatrick Sale, a longtime leftist who
heads the New York-based Middlebury
Institute, had long resisted pressure
from others in the movement and out-
side critics to denounce the league,
which the Southern Poverty Law Center
lists as a white supremacist hate group.
League chief Michael Hill has repeat-
edly called for a return to “general
European hegemony” in the South,
denounced interracial marriage, and
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Thomas Naylor (left)
and Kirkpatrick Sale
(far right), allies of

a racist secessionist
group, discuss
separatism with

a third man in 2007.

described slavery as “God-ordained.”

But in the days after the Intelligence
Report published an in-depth account
of SVR’s relationship with the league —
the two groups have warmly cooperated
in a number of meetings and confer-
ences — Naylor changed his tune. His
comments followed almost immediately
an interview on Vermont Public Radio
with Heidi Beirich, the Report staffer
who wrote the account.
Naylor had declined a VPR
interview.

“So long as the albatross of
racism hangs around its neck,
the LOS can never be a truly
effective partner for SVR,”
Naylor wrote in July. He also
suggested that the league
renounce racism, recruit
black members, bring in
black speakers and promote
Southern racial unity. “The
Confederate flag,” he added,
“has got to go!”

That was a far cry from
the Naylor of just a few
months earlier. Naylor told
the Report for Beirich’s story
that the league was “not rac-
ist,” adding that he didn’t
“oive a shit” what the Report
wrote. He appeared twice

on a Tennessee-based radio program
called “The Political Cesspool,” a white
supremacist show that specializes in
interviewing neo-Nazis, white suprem-
acists, Holocaust deniers and the like.
When the Report first published its
story, Naylor described it as an attack
by “the well-financed, hate-mongering,
witch-hunting, left-leaning Southern
Poverty Law Center.”

HATE IN THE MAINSTREAM

Politician, Nativist Leader
Work With Racist Group

Since being denounced in 1998 by
Republican National Committee
Chairman Jim Nicholson for its “rac-
ist views”, the Council of Conservative
Citizens (CCC) has had an increasingly
difficult time attracting politicians and
other mainstream figures. After all, it’s
pretty hard to publicly justify work-
ing with a group that has described
black people as a “retrograde spe-

cies of humanity” who are “genetically
inferior,” accused dark-skinned immi-
grants of turning America into a “slimy
brown mass of glop,” and named Lester
Maddox, the now deceased baseball
bat-wielding, arch-segregationist for-
mer governor of Georgia, “Patriot of the
Century”

But there are apparently some who
still want to play.

This June 21, Alabama State Sen.
Charles Bishop gave the keynote speech
to a CCC “leadership conference” in
Alabama, where he denounced any
apology for slavery and drew a standing
ovation. Bishop, who rose to national

Alabama State Sen. Charles
Bishop got a first dose of infamy
when he punched a fellow
legislator in the face during a
2007 legislative session. His
second came when he gave a
keynote speech to a major white
supremacist group.
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infamy last year when he punched state
Sen. Lowell Barron (D-Fyffe) in the
face during the last day of the legisla-
tive session, also told his audience that
he regretted attacking Barron on the
Senate floor: “I should have taken him
outside and kicked the hell out of him.”
Meanwhile, also in June, the
CCC advertised in the Las Vegas
Review-Journal that it was “co-
hosting” a strategy session with
Americans4America, the Las Vegas
chapter of Jim Gilchrist’s Minuteman
Project — an anti-immigration group
that expressly claims that it will not
countenance or work with racists
(Gilchrist also recently denounced vio-
lence in nativist groups). The meeting
took place June 24, providing some of

the strongest evidence yet of racism in
the nativist movement.

“There’s a lot of overlapping
between our two groups,” Nevada CCC
leader Don Wassall told the Intelligence
Report. Americans4America founder
Kricket Telfer, who Wassall calls “an
acquaintance,” could not be reached.

Wassall is also executive director of
the American Nationalist Union, for-
merly the Populist Party (which once

ran neo-Nazi David Duke for president).
That group was started in 1983 by vet-
eran anti-Semite Willis Carto. Wassall
edits the group’s publication, The
Nationalist Times, which regularly runs
racist articles.

VIGILANTE GROUPS

Former Minuteman Backers
Call for Investigation

Stacey O’Connell, the former Arizona
state director for the Minuteman Civil
Defense Corps (MCDC), has joined

a Fountain Hills, Ariz., resident who
donated $100,000 to the MCDC and
now claims he was a victim of fraud.
The two men are calling for a crimi-

Although the Minuteman
Civil Defense Corps has
boasted of raising $600,000
to build a fortified border
fence, it has only built a few
miles of a barbed-wire cattle
fence. Now, some donors
are calling for a criminal

investigation.

nal investigation of the troubled nativist
group’s fundraising practices.

“The government demands that
these [non-profit] organizations pro-
vide tax documents based on truth and
here [the MCDC] is clearly not truthful,”
O’Connell told the Sierra Vista Herald.

O’Connell was one of 14 MCDC state
directors fired in May 2007 by MCDC
founder Chris Simcox after they ques-
tioned his financial accountability and

demanded that he make available the
organization’s financial records.

That purge took place the same
month that retired homebuilder and
Air Force veteran Jim Campbell filed
a $1.2 million lawsuit against MCDC,
alleging fraud and breach of contract.
The previous spring, Campbell mort-
gaged his home to obtain $100,000 that
he donated to MCDC after receiving
fundraising materials from Simcox’s
organization. Simcox was soliciting
money for the construction of a 10-mile-
long, high-tech “Israeli-style” border
fence on private ranch land in Texas.

One year after accepting that money,
the MCDC had constructed only a few
hundred yards of five-strand barbed
wire cattle fence. Campbell says Simcox
refused to give him back his
money or account for what
happened to it.

Campbell recently dropped
his lawsuit because, he said, he
didn’t want to continue fund-
ing the litigation. Instead, he’s
seeking out other past MCDC
fence project donors who
feel they were defrauded and
having them forward their
personal accounts along with
the “Israeli-style fence” fund-
raising materials they received
to the U.S. Postal Inspection
Service as formal mail fraud
complaints.

Among the evidence
Campbell personally submit-
ted to federal authorities is a
2006 IRS Form 990-EZ for
the Minuteman Foundation,
Inc., the MCDC subsidiary
formed to raise money for
the fence project. It lists only $87,500
in donations for 2006, the same year
Campbell alone donated $100,000.

MCDC officials claimed in fundraising
materials dated August 2006 that they had
raised $600,000 for the fence project.

“There is something wrong with
that,” says O’Connell, who is also calling
for a mail fraud investigation. “There
is smoke there, and we believe where
there is smoke, there is fire.” A
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Back to Black

It’s no surprise that a Florida philanthropist is helping to build a
school for poor minority kids. But the contact for her project is

BY HEIDI BEIRICH

his spring, a high-society
New York magazine called
Quest ran a short feature
about Emilia Fanjul, the wife
of sugar baron Jose “Pepe”
Fanjul, and her remarkable efforts to help
black and migrant worker children out of
poverty. The story described how Fanjul,
a major philanthropist, was helping
to finance and build a spar-
kling new campus for Glades
Academy, a charter school for
kids in the town of Pahokee,
Fla., which suffers with a 32%
poverty rate. “I call them the
forgotten children,” Fanjul
said. “My greatest wish is that
they gain dignity and hope.”

At the end of the article,
Quest added a practical note:
“For more information about
Glades Academy, call Chloe
Black.” A telephone number
followed.

What the magazine didn’t
say — and, doubtless, didn’t
know — was that Chloe Hardin
Black is a long-time white
nationalist and the wife of a
notorious former Klan leader.
Black’s husband is Don Black, a
former Alabama Klan chieftain
who is famous among white
supremacists for his creation
of Stormfront, the largest white
supremacist Web forum in the
world. Prior to Black, Chloe
Hardin was married to Black’s
former boss, neo-Nazi David Duke, who
was the national leader of the Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan in the 1970s.

There is no evidence that Emilia
Fanjul, who married decades ago into
what the Palm Beach Post has described
as the country’s best-known and wealth-
iest Cuban-American family, or other
family members had any inkling as to
Chloe Black’s background.

Sugar and spice: Emilia Fanjul (with her hus-
band, sugar baron Pepe Fanjul, above) led
efforts to build a school for poor minority kids.
Her publicist in the work was Chloe Black (seen
in a 1976 photo with then-husband David Duke).

Black, who lives in West Palm Beach
just a few miles from the Fanjuls’ Palm
Beach mansion, also works as an “exec-
utive assistant” in the executive suite of
Florida Crystals, where the Fanjul clan’s
sugar conglomerate is headquartered.
The Intelligence Report contacted spokes-
man Gaston Cantens, vice president of
corporate relations at Florida Crystals,

for comment, but none was
forthcoming. Similarly, calls
to Chloe Black’s work, home and cell
phones went unanswered.

The irony of Chloe Black doing pub-
lic relations work for a school explicitly
aimed at raising black and Latino chil-
dren out of poverty is hard to miss.
While less visible in the white suprem-
acist world than either of her husbands,

Black has a strong movement history of
her own. She met Duke at a college meet-
ing of the White Youth Alliance in the
1970s, and, after marrying him, became
vice president of his Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan. She long held the copyright
to African Atto, a weird 1973 booklet that
instructs blacks on how to kill whites —
and which was written, it was revealed

o

vy

by enterprising reporters, by Duke, who
then claimed he was using it to compile
a list of “radical blacks.” Although Chloe
divorced Duke in 1984, four years later
she married Don Black — a man who had
recently emerged from prison after serv-
ing time for plotting to invade a black-run
Caribbean island.
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Don Black has grown into
a central figure on the white
supremacist scene since put-
ting up the first major hate site
on the Internet in March 1995.
In recent years, Black has
built Stormfront into a huge
forum for so-called “white
nationalists” that now claims
more than 133,000 members
(although only about 20,000
are believed to be active). It
offers scores of busy discus-
sion threads on topics ranging
from white dating to ideology
to race “science.” It even has
15 forums dedicated to the
movement in other countries,
many of them in foreign lan-
guages. Overall, Stormfront
has become the premier site
for white supremacists in the world, and
as such is very expensive to run.

But Don Black — who lives and oper-
ates Stormfront out of a house owned
entirely by Chloe and valued at about half
a million dollars — is apparently unem-
ployed, although he claims to do some
Internet consulting work. He solicits
contributions to the Stormfront site, but
says he draws no salary from the oper-
ation and has, according to an official
Stormfront posting, “financed much of
Stormfront’s growth out of pocket, per-
sonally” The website is believed to be at
least partly supported by the salary that
Florida Crystals pays Chloe Black.

Chloe Black’s “pro-white” activism
did not end in the 1970s. In recent years,
she has attended biannual conferences of
American Renaissance magazine, a racist
organization known for publishing pseu-
do-scientific tracts purporting to show
that black people are less intelligent
and suffer from more “psychopatholo-
gies” than others. She and her husband
continue to socialize with Duke, who
fathered her two daughters, and even
years after her divorce from Duke,
she was still lauding him as “the Jesse
Jackson of white rights in America.” In
2007, both Blacks were in the news after
it came to light that Don had donated
money to the Ron Paul presidential cam-
paign. And just this June, Chloe and Don
Black attended a major “leadership con-
ference” of the Council of Conservative

Don Black started Stormfront in
March 1995. In the 13 years since
then, it has become what is argu-
ably the most important white
nationalist website in the world.
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The Fanjul family long dominated the
sugar industry in Cuba, but fled after the
1959 revolution in that Caribbean nation
and rebuilt their business in Palm Beach
County. Today, four brothers — Jose,
Alfonso, Andres and Alexander — run
the family firm, Flo-Sun, from the same
building where Chloe Black works.
The raw sugar producer has more than
400,000 acres of cane in Florida and the
Dominican Republic and some 25,000
employees in subsidiaries including
Florida Crystals, C&H, and Domino,
according to the Palm Beach Post.

Emilia and Jose Fanjul are famous in
high-society circles, in part because of
Emilia’s charity work — including start-
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ing the Glades Academy seven years ago
and continuing to serve as its chair — and
major philanthropic gifts from both her
and others in the extended Fanjul fam-
ily. The couple regularly moves between
their Palm Beach mansion, New York
City, and a 7,000-acre resort home in the
Dominican Republic.

For his part, Don Black seems to know
the Dominican Republic well. In a 2006
posting to Stormfront, the former Klan
leader described the Caribbean island
nation as “a Third World cesspool, but
[one that] still contains well-protected
resorts which are playgrounds for
the European and American rich and
famous.” A

EDITOR’S NOTE: Chloe Black and employer Florida Crystals, both of
whom declined comment to the Intelligence Report, did react to later
news stories that recapitulated the Report’s findings. While not deny-
| ing attending a number of recent white supremacist events, Black told
*.8 the Palm Beach Post that she was “not involved with the Web site and

i
P

[does] not agree with extremist or racially prejudiced views.” Florida
Crystals Vice President Gaston Cantens said that the company found the beliefs of
white supremacist groups “abhorrent.” Another spokesman told The New York Post
that Black “remains presently employed” at the company, but added that company
officials “don’t comment on the private lives of our employees.”

BROOKS KRAFT/CORBIS

Silver Lining

For many white supremacists, a black president might not be all
that bad a thing. Others on the racist right disagree

BY HEIDI BEIRICH AND MARK POTOK

ith the nomination
of Barack Obama
as the Democratic
presidential candi-
date clinched, large
sections of the white supremacist move-
ment are adopting a surprising attitude:
Electing America’s first black president
could be a very good thing.

It’s not that the assortment of neo-
Nazis, Klansmen, anti-Semites and
others who make up this country’s radi-
cal right have suddenly discovered that a
man should be judged based on the con-
tent of his character, not his skin. On the

contrary. A growing number of white
supremacists, and even some of those
who pass for intellectual leaders of their
movement, think that a black man in the
Oval Office would shock white America,
possibly drive millions to their cause,
and perhaps even set off a race war that,
they hope, would ultimately end in Aryan
victory.

“He will make things so bad for
white people that hopefully they will
finally realize how stupid they were for
admiring these jigaboos all these years,”
“Darthvader” wrote on the neo-Nazi
Vanguard News Network (VNN) web

forum. “I believe in the motto ‘Worse
is Better’ and Obama certainly fits that
description.” Another poster on the same
thread this summer chimed in with this:
“I hope Obama wins because in four
years, white people just might be pissed
off enough to actually do something. ...
White people aren’t going to do a thing
until their toys are taken away from them.
So things have to be worse for things to
be better.”

“Oh man,” enthused “Centimanus” on
the white nationalist Stormfront website
(see related story, p. 13). “I am gleefully,
sadistically looking forward to Obama

14  SPLC INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Laurie Wood contributed to this story.

FALL 2008 15



as president. ... It will be a beautiful day
when the masses look at the paper and
truly realize they have lost their own
country.” Added “Fulimnata”: “To the
average white man and woman, they
could look at Obama and see plain as day
that whites are not in control.”
Another message, from
“TheLastOfMyKind,” agreed: “Could it
be that the nomination of Obama finally
sparks a sense of unity in white voters? I
would propose that this threat of black,
muslim [sic] rule may very well be the
thing that finally scares some sense back
into complacent whites throughout the
nation.” “Actually,” said another poster,
“if Obama were to win, it would be the
best thing that ever happened to the
Klan. They would have massive growth.”
And “TeutonicLegion” said that “a whole
bunch of people will join us and find these
boards” if Obama becomes president.

The Leaders Weigh In

Figures from the white supremacist
establishment seem to agree with the
crudely put sentiments of their follow-
ers. David Duke, the neo-Nazi and former
Klan boss who is the closest thing the
movement has to areal intellectual these
days, sees clear advantages in an Obama
victory in the fall.

“Obama will be a signal, a clear sig-
nal for millions of our people,” Duke
wrote in an essay entitled “A Black Flag
for White America” posted to his website
this summer. “Obama is like that new big
dark spot on your arm that finally sends
you to the doctor for some real medicine.
... Obama is the pain that let’s [sic] your
body know that something is dreadfully
wrong. Obama will let the American peo-
ple know that there is a real cancer eating
away at the heart of our country and
Republican aspirin will not only not cure
it, but only masks the pain and makes you
think you don’t need radical surgery. ...
My bet is that whether Obama wins or
loses in November, millions of European
Americans will inevitably react with new
awareness of their heritage and the need
for them to defend and advance it.”

Richard Barrett, head of the
Nationalist Movement, a Learned, Miss.
-based white supremacist organization,
sounded a similar note, telling the BBC:
“The uprising of the American people

for majority-rule and real-democracy
has been building, but, with Obama
turning the White House into the Black
House, the upheaval will be overpower-
ing.” Barrett added, “The cataclysm will
wake people up and the despotism will
drive people to act, as never before.”
“Thomas Dixon Jr.,” a Stormfront
poster using the name of the rac-
ist author who wrote the classic novel
The Clansman, put it like this: “As WLP
[William Luther Pierce, the late leader of
the neo-Nazi National Alliance] would
say... ‘What is bad for the system is good
for us.” “Obama,” added “The Patriot” in
the same thread, “would be better for our
cause in the long run, no doubt about it.”
Other extremists writing on the
topic think that having Obama as pres-
ident would actually be preferable to
Republican John McCain, who is widely
seen by white supremacists as a sellout,
particularly on the issue of nonwhite
immigration into the United States.
Paul Gottfried is a professor of
humanities at Elizabethtown College
in Elizabethtown, Pa., who has spo-
ken repeatedly at conferences put on by
American Renaissance, a racist journal
whose editor describes blacks as “inca-
pable of sustaining” civilization. At the
2008 American Renaissance conference,
Gottfried said that he was sure Obama
would overwhelm McCain among those
attending the conference. “Better a black
who is honest about who he is than a
conservative who is really delivering the
liberal agenda,” Gottfried told a reporter.
American Renaissance Editor Jared
Taylor had a slightly different take. He
believes Obama will succeed as a kind of
post-racial president: “I think he’s got the
right touch, absolutely the right touch....
He’s an intelligent and serious man and
he realizes that he cannot be a ‘black’
president.” In Taylor’s view, whites will
vote for Obama because it will make them
feel good about themselves. “For many
whites, voting for Mr. Obama will be an
act of high patriotism. Electing him will
prove America is not ‘racist, and many
whites believe that rising above ‘racism’
is America’s sacred calling. One must
never underestimate the importance to
whites of feeling virtuous,” Taylor wrote
in a July essay, “Why Obama Will Win.”
Rocky Suhayda, head of the American

“"Obama will be a signal,
a clear signal for
millions of our people.
Whether Obama wins
or loses in November,
millions of European
Americans will
inevitably react with
new awareness of their
heritage and the need
for them to defend and

advanceit.”
—DAVID DUKE

Nazi Party, agreed. “White people are
faced with either a negro or a total nut-
ter who happens to have a pale face.
Personally, I’d prefer the negro. National
Socialists are not mindless haters. Here, I
see a white man, who is almost dead, who
declares he wants to fight endless wars
around the globe to make the world safe
for Judeo-capitalist exploitation, who
supports the invasion of America by ille-
gals... . Then, we have a black man, who
loves his own kind, belongs to a Black-
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“The cataclysm will
wake people up and
the despotism will
drive people to act, as

never before.”
—RICHARD BARRETT

Nationalist religion, is married to a black
woman... . That’s the kind of negro that I
can respect,” Suhayda told Esquire.

Death Threats and Violence
Yet opinion on the radical right is far from
unanimous on the topic of a potential
Obama victory. Many more traditional
racist extremists believe it would destroy
the country and they oppose it mightily.
“Worse is not better. It has already hit
rock bottom. The next step is to round up
all the whites and put them in concentration
camps,” wrote “White Shogun” on the Caste
Football hate forum. “If you are in the same
camp as I am, I will slap you for suggesting
that we vote for Obama,” he added.
“Obama as president would do tremen-
dous damage to the cause of maintaining
the purity of the white race. Liberals
would use him as an example to argue in
schools, in churches, on TV, etc., “‘Why

i1Better a black who is
honest about who he
is than a conservative
who is really
delivering the liberal

agenda.”
—PAUL GOTTFRIED

if your daughter married a black, her
child could one day grow up to become
President - like Obama!” wrote longtime
white supremacist Ed Fields in his “seg-
regationist” newsletter, The Truth at Last.
“We are not going to vote our way out
of this mess... . We should have retained
that realization in the ‘War Between the
States,” wrote “Ibere” on Stormfront.
Others have more violent hopes.
“Well, we all know what happened to the
old JFK. I just hope it happens in the tim-
ing of RFK BEFORE he can take office,”
wrote “Johann Steffansson” in July on
the neo-Nazi Vanguard News Network.
Some of the most heated and appar-
ently threatening anti-Obama talk
appears to be on Internet sites that allow
people to post messages anonymously —
not on sites run by white supremacists,
who seem highly worried about attention
from the Secret Service and other offi-

“Electing him will
prove America is not
'racist,’ and many
whites believe that
rising above ‘racism’
is America's sacred

calling.”
—JARED TAYLOR

cials. One such site, JD Underground, is
a list ostensibly devoted to lawyers. It has
carried a particularly venomous and long-
running thread that started in January. It
is entitled, “Nigger President.”

“I’'m hoping someone will do his
public duty of putting a bullet through
Obama’s head,” said a poster identified
as “Kill Da Nigga.” Another poster sug-
gested “bring[ing] back lynchings” and
concluded with a warning: “LOOK OUT
NIGGER. THE KLAN IS GETTING

screen name “amerikkkan,” said only,
“The deep south is making plans.”

Even the Southern Poverty Law Center’s
blog, Hatewatch, has received such anon-
ymous threats against Obama. In April,
“unknown” posted this: “ATTENTION,
IF OBAMA BECOMES PRESEDANT [sic]
I WILL KILL HIM MYSELF MAKE NO
MISTAKE ABOUT IT” A

16  SPLC INTELLIGENCE REPORT

Anthony Griggs contributed to this story.

FALL 2008 17



CAMPUS

LE<TVRE

TONIGHT/

Anti-Semitism
Goes to School

BY SONIA SCHERR ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES VICTORE

Half a century ago, American institutions of higher educa-
tion nationwide had quotas sharply restricting the number
of Jewish students allowed to enroll. Today, those quotas
have ceased to exist — along with the school-sanctioned
discrimination they embodied. But while anti-Jewish
sentiment no longer receives the blessing of university
officials, it hasn’t been fully eradicated from campuses.
“Many colleges throughout the United States continue to
experience incidents of anti-Semitism,” states a 2006 re-
port from the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. “This is a

serious problem which warrants further attention.”

In terms of numbers alone, the problem may seem
small. An audit by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL),
which fights bigotry, found that 94 anti-Semitic inci-
dents were reported on U.S. campuses in 2007 — a
number that has remained fairly stable over the past few
years and represents only about 6% of known occur-
rences last year of harassment and vandalism targeting
Jews. But such incidents tend to affect campus commu-
nities disproportionately, often resulting in very public
controversies and bitter disputes between students.

College campuses are particularly susceptible to
anti-Semitism that originates in certain sectors of
the far left. This source of anti-Jewish sentiment
often begins with condemnation of Israeli policies
and devolves into derogatory statements about all
Jewish people. Although criticism of Israel does not
typically amount to anti-Semitism — and many crit-

ics of the Jewish state are unfairly accused of bigotry
— in some cases those who denounce Israel also
cross the line into denigration of Jews as a group.

According to the report from the federal civil
rights commission: “On many campuses, anti-Israeli
or anti-Zionist propaganda has been disseminated
that includes traditional anti-Semitic elements,
including age-old Jewish stereotypes and defama-
tion. This has included, for example, anti-Israel
literature that perpetuates the medieval anti-Se-
mitic blood libel of Jews slaughtering children for
ritual purpose, as well as anti-Zionist propaganda
that exploits ancient stereotypes of Jews as greedy,
aggressive, overly powerful or conspiratorial.”

In addition, bigoted speakers who are spurned
elsewhere can end up finding a platform on cam-
puses, which are understandably reluctant to bar
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the expression of even highly offensive
views. “Racists and demagogues have
ably exploited schools’ commitment to free
speech, cloaking their propaganda in the
guise of academic freedom,” states a 1997
ADL report about anti-Semitism on cam-
pus. “They have two objectives: hooking the
country’s future leaders on the ideas they
preach, and generating mainstream media
coverage through the controversy that inev-
itably erupts over particularly incendiary
events.”

The Intelligence Report took an in-
depth look at two different examples of
modern-day anti-Semitism on college
campuses (neither of which occurred

in the classroom or was sanctioned in
any way by university officials). In both
cases, legitimate concerns about Israeli
treatment of Palestinians found expres-
sion alongside anti-Jewish canards and
Holocaust denial. During appearances on
public university campuses in California,
two Muslim clerics have espoused anti-
Semitic conspiracy theories about Sept. 11
and asserted that Jews control the media
and other powerful institutions. Several
hundred miles north, a discussion group
seeking justice for Palestinians has mor-
phed into a haven for white supremacists
that’s brought a string of Holocaust deniers
to speak at the University of Oregon. >>

AT A CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY, two
Muslim speakers go beyond criticism of
Israel into outright anti-Semitism

IRVINE, Calif. — At a speaker series titled “Never Again?
The Palestinian Holocaust,” it was no surprise to hear
denunciations of Israel. ¢ But students who attended the
weeklong event this spring at the University of California,
Irvine (UCI) were treated to more disturbing rhetoric when
two of the speakers trotted out anti-Semitic canards blam-
ing Israeli Jews for the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The speakers, Imam Mohammad
al-Asi and Amir Abdel Malik Ali, also
asserted that Zionist Jews control the
media, financial institutions and the U.S.
government.

UCT’s Muslim Student Union invited
the two men to campus as part of its
annual speaker series, which has featured
a line-up of critics of Israel. This year’s
event coincided with the 60th anniver-
sary of the Jewish state’s founding and
featured nine speakers, several of them
Jewish, who lambasted Israel’s treatment
of the Palestinians.

But al-Asi and Ali went beyond criti-
cism of Israeli policies and ventured into
outright anti-Semitism during speeches
that drew from 100 to 200 people, many
of them Muslim students.

Although pro-Israel advocates some-

times questionably accuse critics of
Israeli policy, especially Muslim crit-
ics, of being anti-Semitic, both Al-Asi
and Ali seem to have repeatedly crossed
the line from lambasting Israeli policy to
promoting bizarre anti-Jewish conspir-
acy theories of the sort typically favored
by neo-Nazis, as well as by giving voice to
loathing for all Jews as a people.

As Al-Asi putitin a previous speech at
UCT: “We have a psychosis in the Jewish
community that is unable to co-exist
equally and brotherly with other human
beings. You can take a Jew out of the
ghetto, but you cannot take the ghetto
out of the Jew.”

“Mr. Ali and Mr. al-Asi are part of a
speaking circuit that regularly makes
appearances at California campuses
beyond UCI and has done so for many

years,” said Brian Levin, director of the
Center for the Study of Hate & Extremism
at California State University, San
Bernardino. “It’s troubling because they
embrace anti-Semitic conspiracy theo-
ries, glorify violence against civilians,
promote antipathy toward democratic
institutions and introduce fabrications
that go unchecked — not because they
have political views critical of American
policies, Israel or Zionism.”

In fact, between the two of them, Ali
and al-Asi have spoken at more than
15 colleges, including San Francisco
State University; Sacramento State
University; California State University,
Long Beach; University of Southern
California; University of California, Santa
Cruz; University of California, Berkeley;
University of California, Los Angeles;
Chaffey College in Rancho Cucamonga,
Calif.; the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology; Portland State University in
Oregon, and York University in Canada.

Orchestrating 9/11

Al-Asi and Ali spoke twice during their
respective visits to UCI on May 12 and
May 15: once outdoors in a busy area of
campus and once in the evening at UCI’s
student center.

Al-Asi is a member of the Institute of
Contemporary Islamic Thought, a think
tank that advocates “the assertion of
Islamic values in public and political life.”

Writing in the February 2007 issue
of the group’s magazine, Crescent
International, al-Asi cited a single exam-
ple of an anti-Arab comment from an
ultra-Orthodox Israeli rabbi and came
to this conclusion: “Considering the sort
of behavior and attitudes coming from
Jewish religious figures, it is rather less
surprising to see the actions of a secu-
lar Jewish state. This is precisely what
qualifies Yahud [Arabic for Jews] for dis-
placement, dispossession and depression.
That is why they have been stamped with
shame, mortification and the wrath of the
Almighty.”

Ali leads the Masjid al-Islam mosque
in Oakland, Calif,; the mosque is part of
the As-Sabiqun movement, which advo-
cates “the establishment of Islam as a
complete way of life in America.”

8. LEVIN/CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF HATE & EXTREMISM

Echoing a rumor popular in far-right
circles, both Ali and al-Asi claimed during
their most recent visits to UCI that Israeli
Jews orchestrated the attacks of Sept. 11,
2001. In response to a question just after
he’d left the podium, al-Asi claimed that
five Israeli citizens — suspected members
of Mossad, the Israeli intelligence agency
— were filming the World Trade Center
as the attacks took place.

“That’s one indicator that somehow
these people had some type of inside infor-
mation that something like this is going to
happen,” he said. “Or else they wouldn’t
be there with their video cameras taking
pictures of this event in progress.”

Although five Israeli citizens were
arrested shortly after the attack — and
one of them reportedly had a camera
with pictures of the burning World Trade
Center — the FBI found no evidence link-
ing the men to the terrorist attacks. They
were deported to Israel because of immi-
gration violations.

Al-Asi also implied that Jews who
worked in the World Trade Center had
received advance warning of the attack
and that the media had launched a cov-
er-up. “They [the Jews who died] don’t
come up to be the same proportion of the
people who live in New York or the peo-
ple who are of the Jewish faith who work
in these buildings.”

Al-Asi managed to connect this con-
temporary conspiracy theory to the
age-old stereotype about Jews and
money. Because the Twin Towers housed
financial institutions, he said, lots of Jews
must have been employed there. “Jews,
generally speaking, they don’t work as
trash collectors and, you know, hard
labor jobs. Many of their jobs have to do
with white-collar positions — and espe-
cially when it comes to finances.”

It’s not the first time al-Asi has sug-
gested that Jews working in the World
Trade Center stayed home on Sept. 11.
Speaking at the National Press Club
in October 2001 with members of the
New Black Panther Party, an anti-Se-
mitic black separatist group, al-Asi
asserted that Israeli Jews perpetrated
Sept. 11 because they wanted the United
States to share their feelings of insecu-
rity. “There’s 4,000 to 5,000 Israeli Jews

who were supposed to be in those two
buildings on Sept. 11,” he said in a news
conference aired on C-SPAN. “After the
dust settles, we ask how many of these
4,000 to 5,000 were killed in this trag-
edy? And they can only confirm there was
one death and three to four injured. Did
they know something we didn’t know,
and if they did, we want answers: Why
didn’t they go to work? ... Where were
those 5,000 and why are you covering up
these facts?”

Making a Myth

Ali expresses similar views. As a small
group gathered around him after his noon
speech at UCI, he said that Carl Cameron
of Fox News tried to expose the “truth”

The appearance of two anti-Semitic speakers at
a university campus this spring sparked protests
from some students.

about Sept. 11 in a news report. “He named
those people who were there celebrating
that the buildings were coming down, and
how they were Zionist Jews, and how they
were arrested and how they were let go.
So the story was taken off;” Ali said. “The
Zionist Jews were behind it. Mossad [the
national Israeli intelligence agency] was
behind it”

During a speech at UCI last year, Ali

told the same the story about Mossad
agents rejoicing as the World Trade
Center collapsed. He also said Zionist
Jews perpetrated the attacks on the
World Trade Center in 1993 as well as
2001. “They do things to make people
think it’s Muslims, when it’s actually
them behind the scenes,” he said.

The rumor about Jews avoiding the
World Trade Center on Sept. 11 was
unwittingly started by the Jerusalem
Post; an article in the newspaper’s
online edition said the Foreign Ministry
in Jerusalem knew of 4,000 Israelis
believed to be in the vicinity of the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon when the
attacks occurred. This information was
soon twisted into the myth that 4,000
Jews failed to show
up for work on Sept.
11. According to the
U.S. State Department,
which issued a report
refuting the rumor, var-
ious estimates show that
Jews made up 10% to
15% of those who died
in the World Trade
Center — a figure that
tracks closely with the
estimated 12% of New
York City residents who
are Jewish.

The Muslim Student
Union, which brought
the speakers to cam-
pus, didn’t respond to
two E-mails requesting
comment for this article.
But the group’s spokes-
woman, Nida Chowdhry,
told the Irvine student newspaper, New
University, that “we’re trying to fos-
ter dialogue and truth. If we found out
that something was incorrect, we would
change it. Promoting falsehood would be
against my faith.”

Cathy Lawhon, a spokeswoman for
UCI, noted that the university does not
sponsor the speakers. “Their views are
not reflective of what is heard in any
classroom or any other venue on campus,”
she said. She said the university provides
forums to encourage civil discourse and
understanding among students, includ-
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ing “Difficult Dialogues,” which aims to
promote discussion about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and related issues
through courses, lectures and other
events throughout the year.

Jewish Control

As for al-Asi, he argued that he couldn’t
possibly be anti-Semitic because Semites
include Arabs such as himself. During his
evening presentation at UCI in May, he
blamed “Zionists” for controlling pub-
lic opinion to such an extent that people
equate anti-Semitism with hatred of
Jews. “You have a monopoly over money,
but you’re not going to have a monop-
oly over ideas,” he said. Even though
Jews comprise roughly 2% of the U.S.
population — and less than 1% of the
world population — al-Asi implied that
they dominate everyone else. “I don’t
like to use the word, but Muslims and
Christians are outsiders,” he said. “We’re
not Jews.”

Al-Asi also claimed that several Jewish
government officials secretly hold Israeli cit-
izenship. “If we have officials in the United
States government who owe their allegiance
to Israel before the United States, we’'d like
to know about it, especially when they are
occupying some of the most sensitive posi-
tions in the government,” he said. “And T’ll
just give you one example: Michael Chertoff,
the head of Homeland Security, a depart-
ment that has about 185,000 employees.
This person is a dual citizen. He’s an Israeli
and an American. ... And how many other
dual citizens do we have in this country who
owe their allegiance to Israel first and the
United States second?”

But the U.S.-born Chertoff is not,
and never has been, an Israeli citizen.
“He is an American citizen and that is
the only citizenship he has ever had,”
said Department of Homeland Security
spokeswoman Laura Keehner.

Likewise, Ali has said many times dur-
ing campus visits that Jews control the

v
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Amir Abdel Malik Ali, who spoke at the
University of California, If&j&e, this spring
the invitation of the Muslig@tStudent Union
trotted out a series of anti itic canards.

media. He has falsely identified as Jewish
both media mogul Rupert Murdoch and
Flemming Rose, the Danish newspaper
editor who published controversial car-
toons depicting the prophet Mohammad.

In a May 2006 speech at UCI, Ali said:
“Rupert Murdoch: Zionist Jew. Zionist
Jew owns Fox News. They say that it’s
anti-Semitic if you say that the Zionists
control the media. You better get out of
here. Old Rupert is a straight-up Zionist
Jew. He is. Put that on Fox News. Rupert
Murdoch is a Zionist Jew.”

Even when a questioner told him after
his most recent UCI speech that he’d got-
ten his facts wrong about Murdoch and
Rose, Ali was undeterred: “They’re def-
initely Jewish. They’re Zionist Jews.
What’s the other question? The media.
Yes, Zionists do control the media.”

“T just wanted to make sure you’re not
backtracking,” said the questioner.

“No,” Ali replied, “I’'m not backtrack-
ing at all.”
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ON AN OREGON UNIVERSITY CAMPUS,
a left-wing discussion group takes a
giant leap to the extreme right

Nearly 15 years ago, a longtime pacifist and retired pro-
fessor in Eugene, Ore., started an informal group whose
stated aim was to “provide information and points of view”
on “war and peace, militarism and pacifism, violence and
non-violence.” He named it the Pacifica Forum, after a San
Francisco area supper club that discussed similar issues.

Now, the group he founded appears
to have forsaken its left-wing origins and
made a giant leap to the extreme right.
Over the past 10 months, Pacifica Forum
has brought a veritable Who’s Who of
leading Holocaust deniers to speak at
the University of Oregon, including Mark
Weber and David Irving. “Pacifica Forum
acts as if it’s striving to become a West
Coast stop on the white supremacist
speaker circuit,” opined the local news-
paper, The Register-Guard, in June.

Indeed, the group has created a stir in
this college town known for its vibrant
arts scene, stunning scenery and lib-
eral politics. Local media outlets have
covered the Pacifica Forum extensively,
dozens of people have protested the
group’s speakers, and the University of
Oregon president condemned the racist
and anti-Semitic rhetoric of a Pacifica
Forum attendee. While fewer than 10
people (besides reporters and monitors)
usually attend the group’s weekly meet-
ings at the University of Oregon campus,
much larger crowds have turned out to
hear the group’s speakers.

“They’ve truly escalated,” said Hal
Applebaum, executive director of Hillel,
a Jewish campus organization, at the
University of Oregon. “They hide behind
issues of free speech and claim it’s impor-
tant to hear what these people say. They
lend legitimacy to speakers who have
been discredited and widely condemned
by almost everybody who’s taken a look
at their stuff”

Community activists fear that white
supremacists are seizing control of the
group and using it to recruit others to their

cause. “It’s not just the programming. It’s
the atmosphere, where expressions of
anti-Semitism and racism and homopho-
bia are acceptable — not only acceptable
but warmly regarded,” said Michael
Williams, who has helped organize pro-
tests of the group’s speakers.

But Pacifica Forum attendees see
themselves as a persecuted group com-
mitted to free speech and the discussion
of taboo topics. “Especially after we
experienced — beginning five years ago
— efforts to shut us down, we became
devoted to free speech,” said Orval
Etter, the 92-year-old founder and chair-
man of Pacifica Forum. “We felt that the
speakers needed to be heard in this com-
munity in order for the community to be
better informed about public affairs in
general”

Etter denied that the group has been
overtaken by white supremacists. Rather,
the group’s loose structure (it has no

“Expressions of anti-Semitism
and racism and homophobia
are acceptable — not only

acceptable but warmly
regarded.”

bylaws or board of directors) enables
people with diverse viewpoints to par-
ticipate in the group, he said. As for the
allegation that Pacifica Forum is anti-
Jewish, “If you rub a substantial number

of Jews the wrong way, you’re anti-Se-
mitic,” he told the Intelligence Report. “In
that sense, I have to admit that the forum
and T, in particular, are anti-Semitic.”

The Flirtation Begins

Orval Etter is an emeritus professor of
planning, public policy and management
at the University of Oregon, a musician
who received an award for his support
of the arts in Lane County, and a pacifist
who was a conscientious objector during
World War IT and afterward worked for
a national interfaith peace organization.
He started Pacifica Forum in 1994.

Etter is outspoken in his belief that
Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians
constitutes a “holocaust.” Not surpris-
ingly, the programs presented by Pacifica
Forum on the Middle East have long been
sympathetic to the Palestinian cause. But
programs that went beyond criticism of
Israel into anti-Semitism, particularly
Holocaust denial, have also been part of
the forum’s mix, Williams said. “Until
[early 2005], the forum was mostly older
people, often more or less progressive but
naive in the sense that they were often
unable to distinguish between anti-Israel
and anti-Jewish positions, expressions
and programming,” Williams said.

Between 2003 and 2005, three orga-
nizations that had sponsored Pacifica
Forum dropped the group due to con-
cerns about anti-Semitic programs. One
organization, the Eugene Fellowship
of Reconciliation (an interfaith peace
group), cited a Pacifica Forum presen-
tation given repeatedly
on the anniversary of
Kristallnacht in which
Etter uncritically sum-
marizes a book by Ingrid
Weckert, a German
Holocaust denier who
claims that “world
Jewry” perpetrated the
nationwide 1938 pogrom
that destroyed the prop-
erty of German Jews.

Despite losing its sponsors, Pacifica
Forum wasn’t homeless for long. Etter
and former University of Oregon sports
information director George Beres created
the Campus Civil Liberties Circle, under
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whose sponsorship they were able to
reserve free space on campus for Pacifica
Forum. For about a year beginning in early
2005, Pacifica Forum largely turned its
back on anti-Semitic programming, sig-
nificantly increased its attendance, and
drew people with more political savvy
than before, Williams said.

Then Etter met Valdas Anelauskas,
a Lithuanian immigrant who describes
himself as a white separatist and racialist,
at a talk Etter gave on the imprisonment
of Holocaust denier David Irving in
Austria. Etter invited Anelauskas, who
lives in Eugene, to present a series of lec-
tures on “Zionism and Russia” beginning
in May 2006.

An Unsavory Friend

In his lecture series, Anelauskas argued
that Jews perpetrated a greater genocide
than the Holocaust during the first half
century of Communist rule in the former
Soviet Union. In one speech, he pro-
claimed that the Protocols of the Elders of
Zion, which describes a supposed Jewish
plot to take over the world, was not the
Tsarist forgery that experts say it was; on
the contrary, he said, reading it “makes
one’s flesh crawl.” In his first lecture on
“Zionism and Russia,” Anelauskas said:
“There are many good people and also
many bad people in every nation, but
after many years of my experience and
research, I came to the conclusion that
among the Jews, for some reason, there
is amuch larger percentage of bad people
than among others.” Anelauskas dedicated
at least one of the lectures to Germar
Rudolf, who was imprisoned in his native
Germany for Holocaust denial.

Etter was impressed by Anelauskas’s
talks. “They were quite well-documented
and in those lectures I didn’t sense any
clear anti-Semitism,” he said. Neither did
Dawn Coslow, a regular Pacifica Forum
attendee, mother of four, and non-tradi-
tional college student. “We were spellbound
by the amount of facts being offered us,”
she told the Intelligence Report.

But others say the lectures repre-
sented a turning point for Pacifica Forum.
“Anelauskas began attracting people for
whom anti-Semitism was the message
they wanted to hear,” Williams said.

Etter has acknowledged that Anelauskas
has made some clearly anti-Semitic remarks
in conversations with other Pacifica Forum
attendees. He said he was greatly upset
by the poor documentation in a talk that
Anelauskas prepared on Martin Luther
King Jr. The lecture — which Anelauskas
cobbled together from Internet sources
and gave to Pacifica Forum attendee Jimmy
Marr to edit and deliver — vilified King as a
“moral leper and communist dupe” with a
penchant for deviant sex. Identical claims
have been made by the white supremacist
right for decades.

This February, Anelauskas posted a
comment on the website of the student
newspaper, the Oregon Daily Emerald,
in response to a column that expressed
support for the war in Iraq. “Even if the
author’s name wasn’t Deborah Bloom,
after reading your opinion piece in the
Emerald (Feb. 7) there is no doubt that it
was written by someone who is Jewish,”
he wrote in part. “Because only from peo-
ple of that peculiar tribe can we expect
such Talmudic hatred for humanity.
There is even a famous saying that wars
are the Jews’ harvest.”

The Daily Emerald reported that its
editor-in-chief decided to take down the
post because it constituted hate speech.

Anelauskas declined a request for an

11 admit that there were some
bad things done to Jews

during World War Il, but |
don't believe that everything

they claim is truthful.”

interview. “I hope that one day you will
end up, as the communist KGB did, in
the dustbin of history,” he E-mailed the
Intelligence Report.

Enter the Heavyweights

About a year after Anelauskas’ talks,
the Pacifica Forum invited Mark Weber
to speak. Weber is the director of the

Institute for Historical Review, a leading
Holocaust denial group that maintains a
scholarly veneer, and once belonged to
the neo-Nazi National Alliance. Weber
was supposed to talk about “the Israel
Lobby,” but that didn’t stop him from tak-
ing aim at Jews as a group. “Jews view
non-Jews in a distrustful and even adver-
sarial way,” Weber told the audience of
about 70 last Nov. 3. “Throughout history,
Jews have time and again wielded great
power to further group interests that
are separate from, and often contrary
to, those of the non-Jewish populations
among whom they live.”

Then came Irving, who has achieved
notoriety since losing a libel suit he filed
against an American historian who called
him a Holocaust denier (the British judge
in that case famously labeled Irving “pro-
Nazi”). The poster advertising Irving’s
appearance on June 9 praised him as a
“legendary British historian and martyr
for free speech” and stated that he would
speak about “political imprisonment in
modern Europe.” But Irving — who once
said that more people died in the back
seat of Sen. Edward Kennedy’s car at
Chappaquiddick than in the gas cham-
bers at Auschwitz — devoted only part
of his talk to his legal troubles and spent
the remaining time on revisionist history,
mostly an effort to exon-
erate Hitler.

During the question-
and-answer session, he
claimed that the Jews,
not the Nazis, were to
blame for whatever
might have happened
to them during World
War II. (Irving generally
steered clear of the term
“Holocaust.”) That’s
because of the “network-
ing [they do] for their
own benefit at the exclusion of non-Jews.
Non-Jews don’t network with the same
intensity. And this was undoubtedly a
contributing factor in what we now call
the Holocaust.” Not only that, but the
Jews can expect another “tragedy” in this
country if they don’t change their behav-
ior, Irving said. “The Jews in the United
States are now beginning to occupy the
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same positions or predominance in the
lucrative, wealthy professions and so on
that they occupied prior to Nazi Germany,
which caused their tragedy,” he told about
70 people.

Etter, who attended both talks,
contends that Irving and Weber are legit-
imate historians. “I’'m not aware that he’s
made statements against Jews,” Etter
said of Irving. “If he’s made statements
that are critical of Jews, it’s not because
they’re Jews, it’s because of what they’ve
done or what they’ve said.”

A pamphlet written by Etter in 1998
and distributed at a Pacifica Forum pre-
sentation complained that the term
“Holocaust denier” ostracizes and silences
people who contend that certain claims
about the Holocaust are exaggerated. In
his interview with the Intelligence Report,
Etter said he thinks those exaggerations
include the number of Jewish victims. “I
admit that there were some bad things
done to Jews during World War II, but I
don’t believe that everything they claim is
truthful,” Etter said.

The parade of speakers who share that
view has continued. On June 24, about 40
people attended a talk by Pacifica Forum
speaker Tomislav Sunic, who only three
days earlier had addressed the white
supremacist Council of Conservative
Citizens (CCC) at its national “leader-
ship conference” in Sheffield, Ala. Sunic,
awriter and white nationalist, had previ-
ously spoken to the Washington D.C.-area
chapter of the CCC and the Institute for
Historical Review (at least twice). He
appeared on the “Political Cesspool,”
a white nationalist radio show, and
was interviewed extensively for David
Duke’s Internet radio program. Sunic
and the former Klan boss (whose latest
book is entitled Jewish Supremacism: My
Awakening to the Jewish Question) com-
miserated about Jewish domination, low
birth rates among people of European
ancestry and discrimination against
whites. “Especially in these multiracial
cities, like L.A. or Washington D.C., ’'m
losing my eye contact,” Sunic confessed
to Duke. “I'm sort of afraid even of rais-
ing my head and looking at people right
in their eyes because I know they may
not be of my species.”

Exodus: Fleeing the Forum

The number of people attending Pacifica
Forum meetings is less than half what it
was two years ago — and it’s mostly a
different crowd. Among those who left
were Mariah Leung and Jack Dresser,
who regularly made factual presenta-
tions on Israel and Palestine as well as
on other topics related to war, peace
and justice. “A small group of attendees
with a ‘white separatist’ preoccupation
was attracted to the forum and started
attending regularly,” they wrote in an
opinion piece posted on Pacifica Forum’s
website. “While never part of forum ses-
sions, e-mailed views about ‘race-mixing;
‘blood consciousness, ‘miscegenation
that tears down civilization and pollutes

Buchenwald was one of the concentration

camps where “some bad things [were]
done to Jews_,'_' as/Pacifica Forum founder.
Orval Etter'would.have i v

good races’ and ‘the genocidal war against
our own race’ began to proliferate.”
Dresser, a former Army psychol-
ogist during the Vietnam War, told
the Intelligence Report that after the
Anelauskas lectures, he spoke to Pacifica
Forum attendees about the psychology
of racism and its consequences, show-
ing photos of lynchings and anti-Jewish
Nazi propaganda posters. “Since Pacifica
Forum is a public forum, Mariah and I
had no objection to attendance by the
self-described ‘white separatists’ and
even entertained some hope of modify-

ing their views,” he E-mailed. “However,
we could not allow them any control of
programming in a forum with which our
names were regularly associated. Orval
declined to exclude their influence in
programming decisions and we there-
upon formally dissociated ourselves.”

The community has spoken out
strongly against the spate of anti-Jew-
ish and racist speakers. The Anti-Hate
Task Force — a broad-based community
organization sponsored by the nonprofit
Community Alliance of Lane County —
organized protests before the speeches
by Weber, Irving and Sunic. The week
after Weber’s lecture, about 80 peo-
ple attended a symposium where four
University of Oregon professors spoke
about the Holocaust,
said David Frank, dean
of the university’s
Honors College.

For its part, the uni-
versity has continued to
allow Pacifica Forum to
meet on campus. “The
university is commit-
ted to free speech, and
Pacifica Forum’s use
of the space does not
reflect a university posi-
tion on topics that they
present,” said univer-
sity spokeswoman Julie
Brown. Still, in a spring
letter to his colleagues
at the University of
Oregon, university pres-
ident Dave Frohnmayer
condemned Anelauskas’
anti-Semitic rant against
the student newspaper columnist and
called the presentation on Martin Luther
King “unabashedly racist.”

All of this has Etter convinced that his
group is being unfairly smeared — and he
knows who’s to blame. “The way Jews in
this town have treated the forum, I must
confess that I'm being impelled quite
against my wishes to see in the Jewish
community a lot of unsavory behavior,”
he lamented.

“So I’'ve undergone a transformation
somewhat in the direction of becoming
an anti-Semite.” A
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From Brazil To Auschwitz

Twin anti-immigrant hardliners say they had nothing to do with a
series of anti-Semitic comments. The facts suggest otherwise

BY CASEY SANCHEZ

im and Joe Rizoli say that

Brazilians have “raped” their

hometown of Framingham,

Mass., and turned it into a

Third World “slave camp.”
They vilify immigrant women as sluts
and prostitutes, and have so aggressively
confronted suspected undocumented
workers that the U.S. Department of
Justice held a public hearing to calm the
situation in 2006. They defend the “free
speech” rights of jailed neo-Nazi Ernst
Zundel and, just last year, Jim Rizoli
said that Jews support illegal immigra-
tion because “Russian Jews invaded this
country years ago and took advantage of
all the free services they could get, and
they got plenty.”

But they are not, the Rizolis insist,
Holocaust deniers. Nothing, say the con-
spiracy-obsessed twins who founded
Concerned Friends of Tllegal Immigration
Law Enforcement in 2004, could be fur-
ther from the truth.

There’s much to suggest otherwise.
The Intelligence Report has uncovered
a series of Web postings that certainly
seem to come from the Rizoli brothers,
and they are unambiguous in nature.

Archived Web pages from the early
2000s, before the Rizolis became public
figures, contain a wealth of comments by
persons using the same handles that the
Rizolis still use today — “jjrizo” for Jim,
“JoRiz” for Joe — and that also contain
photos of each of the Rizolis. The com-
ments include multiple claims that Jews
were never murdered by poisonous gas
during World War I1, and that most of the
atrocities of the Holocaust were grossly
exaggerated or total hoaxes.

“Burning bodies was to kill the diseases
that would be spread by the dead bodies
that were dropping like flies from sickness
and disease, not gassings,” read a Nov. 12,
2002 post attributed to Jim Rizoli.

The posts claimed that no more than
1.1 million Jews died during the war.

Jim (top) and Joe Rizoli have aggressively tar-
geted Brazilian immigrants, accusing them of
“raping" their hometown and regularly demean-
ing Brazilian women. But Jim Rizoli denies that
the pair engaged in Holocaust denial, saying
that he was victimized by identity theft.

That’s a small fraction of the death toll
of 5 million to 6 million that is accepted
by mainstream historians.

Echoing another common Holocaust
revisionist theme, the posts also attrib-
uted those deaths solely to typhus and
other diseases that spread in “labor

camps,” not death camps.

“Hitler wasn’t stupid. He made
sure he used the Jews and others
for all the work they could perform
in the factories,” read another post
by “jjrizo,” this one dated Nov. 8,
2002. “I’'m not saying there weren’t
any concentration camps because
there were, because you had peo-
ple that were criminals and had to
be dealt with.”

Denying Denial

Contacted by the Report concern-
ing the Holocaust postings, Jim
Rizoli said he was the victim of
virtual identity theft. “Let me set
you straight. My identity was sto-
len. People were posting things
using my name.” Asked his opin-
ion of Holocaust denial, he said, “I
have no interest in that. Nothing.
T'm not going to get into that.”

Rizoli failed to explain why, if
his online identity was indeed sto-
len, he and his brother continue to
use the same cyberspace handles
six years later. He also could not
explain why anyone would seek
to defame him or his brother, at a
time when the two were not activ-
ists and were virtual unknowns in
the community.

Since he has achieved fame, of
sorts, Rizoli has been the victim of
a string of online pranks. According to
an April 25 story in Framingham’s Metro
West Daily News, three fake craigslist ads
featuring Jim Rizoli’s phone number
appeared in the “Men Seeking Men” sec-
tion in December 2007, one of which was
titled, “Looking for my donkey show.”
Another ad featured a photo of Jim Rizoli
holding a microphone next to a photo of
male genitalia alongside a ruler. Police
investigators seized a computer owned
by Framingham resident William Tulaba
in connection with the fake ads. Tulaba
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is married to Ellie Tulaba, a U.S. citizen
of Brazilian descent who’s frequently
harassed by CCFIILE members. On July
31, William Tulaba pleaded not guilty to
one count of criminal harassment in con-
nection with the case.

But unlike the craigslist images, the
photos of the Rizolis that appeared next to
the Holocaust-denying posts appeared in
online forums that the Rizoli brothers may
well have had a special interest in. Most
of the Holocaust denial material posted
under the Rizolis’ monikers appeared on
jehovahs-witness.com, a website forum
for ex-Jehovah’s Witnesses.

By their own account, the Rizolis, who
are 56, were Jehovah’s Witnesses from
1973 until they were both “disfellow-
shipped” in the 1990s for defying church
authorities. Jehovah’s Witness officials
told the Report that they never publicly
discuss the removal of a church member.

A Kindred Spirit
If the Rizolis indeed went from ex-Je-
hovah’s Witnesses to Holocaust deniers,
their transition paralleled that of Ditlieb
Felderer, a Swede who is arguably the
world’s most bizarre Holocaust denier.
In their postings, “JoRiz” and “jjrizo”
described Felderer as their inspiration.
With his shoulder-length blond hair,
oversized wire glasses and Day-Glo
1980s workout clothes, Felderer cuts an
outlandish figure. He leads Holocaust
revisionist tours in Poland. He wrote
books and pamphlets claiming Anne
Frank’s diary was a hoax and that con-
centration camps were merely “labor

Ernst Zundel, the neo-Nazi Holocaust
denier expelled for immigration viola-
tions from both the United States and
Canada, is apparently the one “illegal
alien” the Rizoli brothers approve of.

camps” for “Jewish criminals.”
And he designed “satiric” fly-
ers that encouraged readers to
cut off hair or skin and send it
to Holocaust museum directors
under the label, “Pure Jewish Fat
Scent: Hungarian Jews, Auschwitz
gas chambers, 1940.”

Like the Rizolis, Felderer claims
to have been disfellowshipped
by the Jehovah’s Witnesses.
“[Felderer] not only got the JW’s
mad at him but as a result of trying to
find truth in numbers got the Jews mad
at him,” “JoRiz” wrote in a post dated
Oct. 29, 2001. “You can’t win.”

Felderer became a Holocaust denier
after he traveled to Germany in the
1970s to investigate how many Jehovah’s
Witnesses were murdered in Nazi death
camps. Felderer claimed he was there
on official church business, which
Witnesses officials have since denied. In
any case, Felderer concluded that only
200 Jehovah’s Witnesses died in con-
centration camps, a lowball figure that
laid the groundwork for his later forays
into full-blown Holocaust denial. (Today,
most historians estimate that between
2,500 and 5,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses
died in Nazi concentration camps.)

By the 1980s, Felderer was publicly
doubting the Holocaust took place at all
and testifying in court that Jewish prison-
ers at Auschwitz enjoyed amenities such
as swimming pools and concert halls.

“1I'm not saying
there weren't any
concentration camps
because there were,
because you had
people that were
criminals and had to
be dealt with."

One Good ‘lllegal Alien’

To back up their claims regarding the
Holocaust, “JoRiz” and “jjrizo” linked to
websites run by notorious Holocaust deniers
David Irving and Ernst Zundel. They also
linked to articles published by the Institute
for Historical Review, a longtime Holocaust
revisionist outfit based in California.

In 2004, the Rizolis, using their real
names, both signed petitions in support of
Zundel, publisher of tracts like The Hitler
We Loved and Why, UFOs: Nazi Secret
Weapon? and the infamous Did Six Million
Really Die? Zundel, who at the time was
facing imprisonment in Germany for pro-
moting Holocaust denial, was an ironic
choice of martyr for the Rizolis, who had
just recently started raising a ruckus in
Framingham about illegal immigration.

That’s because Zundel, a German cit-
izen, had lived most of his life in Canada
but fled to the United States when it
looked like he would soon be sent back to
Germany, where he had been convicted
in absentia. But he overstayed his visa in
the United States and was deported for
immigration violations back to Canada,
which soon ordered him sent to Germany.
The Rizolis told a Massachusetts news-
paper their support of Zundel was based
purely on free speech issues.

Throughout their Holocaust denial
postings, “JoRiz” and “jjrizo” maintained
that their challenges to established his-
tory were neither anti-Semitic nor
anything less than wholly factual.

“All those pictures of people thrown
into pits looking like skeletons were most
likely the ones who contracted typhus and
died a horrible death. They also could be
pictures of those who starved to death
because the allies bombed all the supply
lines coming into the main roads that sup-
plied the camps,” wrote “jjrizo” in a post
dated Nov. 19, 2002. “A lot of those people
could of walked out of those camps if they
didn’t die of typhus or starve.”

Forum members who disputed these
claims were quickly branded as slanderers.

“I’'m disgusted that you can twist
something like the killing of innocent
people to make it look like I condone
it,” “jjrizo” wrote in the same post that
described victims of Nazi murders as
casualties of disease or the Allies. “You
really have some issues in your life that
you need some help with.” a
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Legionn ersj plsease

BY SONIA SCHERR

The American Legion, joining
the ranks of an angry nativist
. movement, recently published
. _oan anti-immigrant attack replete

1th falsehoods. Latino veterans
y* pups aren’t amused




The American Legion, with its parades, conventions
and hosting of politicians’ speeches, has long been
a fixture of American life. At times, it has also been
associated with nativist xenophobia.
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ince its founding nearly 90
years ago, the American
Legion has been a fixture of
community life. It has hosted
Memorial Day parades to
remember those who died in America’s
wars. It has held bingo nights and dances
at its 14,000-plus posts worldwide. It
has supported thousands of Boy Scouts
groups, sponsored a baseball program
that’s produced numerous professional
players, and helped children living in pov-
erty or with special needs. From World
War II to the war in Iraq, the legion has
fought to improve benefits for veterans
and their families.

Now, America’s largest veterans orga-
nization has launched another campaign
— a hard-line attack on undocumented
immigrants that’s at odds with the
legion’s mainstream image. As part of
this effort, the legion, which purports to
speak for 2.7 million members, recently
issued a booklet that regurgitates dis-
credited and often completely false
information about how “illegals” are
bringing crime, disease, and terrorism
to this country, even as they wreck the
economy for natives.

The legion’s 34-page booklet, A
Strategy to Address Illegal Immigration in
the United States, asserts that “poverty,
political instability, disease and war” are
“on our back doorstep” because of porous
borders and the failure of the govern-

ment to stringently enforce immigration
laws. But in making its case, the legion
repeatedly cites dubious sources, ignores
well-known facts and makes baseless
claims — such as the false assertion that
the undocumented infected more than
7,000 people in America with leprosy
during a recent three-year period.
“They’re sort of trotting out old tropes
to do with immigration,” said Richard
Wright, a Dartmouth College geography
professor who specializes in immigration.
“These are hackneyed stereotypes that
have no place in a policy document.”
That’s not all. On April 28, when it
released its booklet — which was actu-
ally a repackaged version of a May

Ed Hayes, director of the Kansas and Missouri
chapters of the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps
— a group whose members President Bush
once called “vigilantes" — waves the American
Legion's new nativist tract during testimony at
the Kansas statehouse.

2007 legion “white paper” — the group
announced that its campaign would
include letters to the editor, news releases
from posts around the country, and
six 60-second radio spots. These spots
revisit some of the nastiest claims in the
report, portraying undocumented immi-
grants as sex offenders, gang members,
terrorists and murderers. Remarkably,
they are delivered by Richard Fatherly,
Kansas City chapter media adviser for
the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps —
a group whose members President Bush
once denounced as “vigilantes.”

The Intelligence Report sought com-
ment from the American Legion and
was directed to Robert Caudell, assistant
director of its Americanism and Children
& Youth Division. Caudell requested a
detailed list of false or misleading claims,
but then declined to address those claims
once he had received it. Instead, he
E-mailed a general statement pointing to
the legion’s recommendations to the gov-
ernment and arguing that the Intelligence
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Report was simply interpreting the same
facts and statistics differently than the
legion. “It’s quite the same when two
individuals witness an identical inci-
dent,” Caudell wrote. “Each has his
perspective, his personal assumptions,
and often a disparate ability to describe
the event.”

That’s not the way Hispanic veter-
ans organizations see it. Felix Vargas, a
retired Army colonel and the director
of government relations for the largest
such group, American GI Forum, told
the Intelligence Report that the book-
let was misleading and untruthful and
called it a slap in the face to Hispanic
legionnaires. “We didn’t need this dis-
traction,” said Vargas, who served as an
Army Ranger and Special Forces com-
mander in Vietnam. “The legion crusade
is a disservice to both the veteran com-
munity and the nation.” Added Eric Rojo,
the president of Hispanic War Veterans
of America and another retired colonel:

“Their position is absurd and ignorant.
Someone didn’t sit down and check the
facts” And John Amaya, a staff attorney
at the Mexican American Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, noted that 11%
of the first 4,000 American casualties in
Iraq were Latinos — and many of them
are the children of undocumented resi-
dents of the United States.

The American Legion actually has
been engaged with nativist groups for
some time. In 2004, its national con-
vention in Nashville, Tenn., featured
Dan Stein, leader of the Federation for
American Immigration Reform (FAIR), a
strident nativist group that opposes both
legal and illegal immigration. In March
2007, it held a forum on illegal immigra-
tion spotlighting nativist heavyweights
like the leaders of NumbersUSA and the
Center for Immigration Studies. It has
allowed its posts to be used for gatherings
of the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps.
And this spring, it gave its “National
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Commander’s Public Relations Award”
to CNN anchor Lou Dobbs, who has him-
self regularly presented false data about
immigrants.

At times in its history, the legion has
made other forays into nativist politics.
In 1937, the legion published A Review
of Alien Isms, Revolutionary Communism
and their Active Sympathizers in the
United States, which linked immigrants to

“Their position is
absurd and ignorant.
Someone didn't sit
down and check

the facts.”
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what was seen as the ultimate evil “ism”:
communism. The book claimed that
immigrant children accounted for most
of those attending communist summer
camps and that other supposedly subver-
sive groups were also heavily populated
by immigrants. It demanded enhanced
border patrols, immediate deportation
of the undocumented and slashing of all
immigration quotas by 90%. After World
War I, when anti-Asian sentiment was
sweeping the country, the legion on the
West Coast championed policies that dis-
criminated against Japanese-Americans.
This attitude also affected the national
legion, whose committee to investigate
Asiatic immigration included a Seattle
attorney who had served as president of
his city’s Anti-Japanese League, according
to Tom Heuterman’s The Burning Horse.
What follows is a sampling of the
kind of claims that the American Legion
is making with regard to undocumented
immigrants, along with the actual sit-

uation, as revealed by statistics and
interviews with non-partisan experts.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM American pris-
ons “are crowded or full because of the
illegals convicted of committing crimes
against the people of the United States.”
Non-citizens make up fully 30% of the
American prison population.

THE TRUTH As with many of its claims,
the legion offers no source for this fig-
ure other than to claim that it has been
“widely reported.” A 2005 report by the
nonpartisan General Accounting Office
says that immigrants — both documented
and undocumented — constitute 27% of
federal prisoners. But fewer than 13%
of incarcerated people in America are
in federal prisons, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice. When both fed-
eral and state prisoners are counted,
about 6% are non-citizens; that is actually
less than expected, because documented
and undocumented immigrants make up
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Replete with falsehoods and unsubstantiated
allegations, the American Legion's new anti-im-
migration booklet has been lambasted by Latino
veterans groups and others.

roughly 8% of adults residing in the U.S.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM Based on the same
General Accounting Office (GAO) report,
the legion states that 49% of all incarcer-
ated illegal immigrants had prior felony
convictions.

THE TRUTH The GAO report contains
no such information, despite the fact
that the American Legion report specif-
ically cites it. What it does say is that of
the offenses for which undocumented
immigrants were arrested, just 12% were
violent crimes.

THELEGION'S CLAIM A U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) pro-
gram aimed at catching child predators
arrested more than 6,000 “illegal aliens”
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Although the late Madeleine Cosman had lots
to say about Latino immigrants — describing all
such men, for example, as child-molesting rap-
ists — the medievalist cookbook writer had no
expertise on the subject whatsoever.

in its first two years. The legion also
asserts that 240,000 undocumented
immigrants are sex offenders.

THE TRUTH While it’s true that Operation
Predator made 6,000-plus arrests in its
first two years, those arrested consisted
of both documented and undocumented
immigrants, as well as American citizens,
according to ICE. About 85% of those
arrested were foreign nationals (many of
them documented), but this was no sur-
prise, given that the operation specifically
targeted foreign-born predators whose
status made them deportable, along with
U.S. citizens who engage in child sex
tourism abroad. With regard to the total
figure of undocumented sex offenders,
the legion cites a self-published arti-
cle from independent criminal profiler
Deborah Schurman-Kauflin stating that
240,000 undocumented immigrants are
sex offenders. Schurman-Kauflin based
that figure on the assumption — for which
she provided no specific source — that sex
offenders account for 2% of all undocu-
mented immigrants. She didn’t respond
to an E-mail from the Intelligence Report
seeking clarification.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM Thousands of
immigrants from countries with terror-
ist connections have been caught trying
to enter the United States illegally. This
claim is immediately followed by sev-
eral paragraphs about illegal crossing of
the Mexican border, suggesting that dan-

"Most of these bastards

molest girls under age

12, some as young as age

5, others age 3. Some

specialize in boys, some

specialize in nuns.”

gerous immigrants “from countries with
known terrorist connections” are enter-
ing the U.S. via Mexico.

THE TRUTH A 2006 report by the Nixon
Center, which appeared in the peer-re-

EDITOR’S NOTE: While this story was being prepared,
two key Latino groups — the American GI Forum, a
veterans organization, and the Mexican American
Legal Defense and Educational Fund — met several
times privately with leaders of the American Legion.

In July, around the time this article was first published
on the Southern Poverty Law Center’s website, a note
appeared on the legion’s website saying that its immi-
gration booklet was “being updated.” But the legion
offered no public clarification, retraction or any other
statement about the booklet’s errors.

viewed Terrorism and Political
Violence journal, found that the
suggestion that terrorists were
entering the U.S. through Mexico,
while frightening, was entirely
untrue: “Despite media alarms
about terrorists concealed in
the illegal traffic crossing the
Mexican border, not a single sub-
ject entered from Mexico.”

THE LEGION'S CLAIM “More

Americans are killed by illegal
aliens than die in the Iraq War.”
THE TRUTH The legion cites no source
for this allegation. Tts claim appears to
come from a February 2007 article by
the editors of Family Security Matters,
which frequently publishes breath-
less “exclusives” such as the one about
Latinos titled, “Illegal Aliens Bring a
Taliban Culture to the United States.”
The February 2007 article attributes
its data to an article on the far-right
WorldNetDaily website, which in turn
cites blogger Matt Johnson. In 2005,
Johnson claimed — based, absurdly, on
murder rates in immigrants’ home coun-
tries — that undocumented immigrants
kill 1,806 to 2,510 people every year.
Applying that claim to the FBI’s most
recent murder total (15,854 murders
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in 2006) would mean that the undocu-
mented, who number about 12 million
people or 4% of the U.S. population, are
responsible for 11.4% to 16.1% of U.S.
murders. In plain English, that means
the legion is claiming that undocumented
immigrants murder U.S. citizens at a rate
of three to four times that of the general
population. In fact, nonpartisan studies
have shown that immigrants of all kinds
are significantly less criminal than their
native-born American counterparts.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM The legion quotes
a2005 article in the Journal of American
Physicians and Surgeons saying that many
illegal immigrants “harbor fatal diseases
that American medicine fought and van-
quished long ago, such as drug-resistant
tuberculosis, malaria, leprosy, plague,
polio, dengue and Chagas disease. The
influx of illegal aliens has serious hid-
den medical consequences.” The legion
also claims that drug-resistant tuberculo-
sis cases have risen 25% recently.

THE TRUTH The “journal” the legion
cites is a pseudo-scientific publication
known for articles like the recent piece
attempting to refute the well-established

CNN anchor Lou Dobbs repeated and popular-
ized false claims about immigrants and leprosy.
When confronted by “60 Minutes" and numerous
critics, Dobbs refused to correct his statements,
saying his program did not make errors.

fact that the HIV virus causes AIDS. And
the 2005 journal article’s author, the late
Madeleine Cosman, was a lawyer and
medievalist with no medical expertise at
all. She was also a rabid migrant hater, as
evidenced by this 2005 comment about
all Mexican male immigrants to the U.S.:
“Most of these bastards molest girls under
age 12, some as young as age 5, others age
3. Although, of course, some specialize in
boys, some specialize in nuns, [and] some
are exceedingly versatile and rape little
girls age 11 and women up to age 79.” It
is true that certain diseases like Chagas
disease are more prevalent among immi-
gration populations. But the legion’s
claims are wildly overstated, suggesting
real and widespread threats to the health
of the general public. As an example, in
the case of drug-resistant tuberculosis,
the Centers for Disease Control reports
that there were only 116 cases in 2006,
the most recent year for which statistics
are available. Overall, tuberculosis cases
in the United States are at an all-time low
since national reporting began in 1953.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM “Between 2000
and 2003, leprosy infected over 7,000
people in the U.S., brought to this country
by illegal immigrants from India, Brazil,
Mexico and the Caribbean.” That com-
pared to 900 cases in the prior 40 years.
THE TRUTH The legion’s claim is based
on amisreading of a New York Times article

cited by Cosman in her journal article. In
fact, just 453 cases were diagnosed in those
years, according to the National Hansen’s
Disease [leprosy] Program. As program
director James Krahenbuhl told the Times:
“It’s not a public health problem. That’s the
bottom line.” The legion’s claim has been
popularized nationally by CNN host Lou
Dobbs, who refused to retract his asser-
tion even after it had been debunked by
“60 Minutes” and many others.

THE LEGION'S CLAIM “Illegals cost
Americans jobs.”

THE TRUTH A 2006 Pew Hispanic Center
study found that, overall, large increases
in states’ immigrant populations did not
correspond with more unemployment
for their native-born workers. While
some scholars have said that undoc-
umented workers depress wages for
native-born high school dropouts, most
have failed to establish a link between
immigration and job loss, said Richard
Wright, the Dartmouth College profes-
sor. In fact, many experts have argued
that immigration can lead to a net gain
of jobs. Said Wright: “The actual effect
on the economy is at worst minor, at best
beneficial”

THE LEGION'S CLAIM “Illegal immi-
gration ... causes an enormous drain
on public services.” Citing the partisan
Center for Immigration Studies, which
favors restricting immigration, the legion
says undocumented immigrants don’t
pay nearly enough in taxes to compen-
sate for the burden they place on public
resources.

THE TRUTH Undocumented immigrants
are barred from receiving most forms
of public assistance, other than public
school education and emergency medi-
cal care. But they do pay taxes, including
sales taxes, and often, through phony
Social Security cards, payroll taxes. In
2005, The New York Times reported
that undocumented immigrants con-
tribute some $7 billion a year to the
Social Security system that they will
never be able to claim. Local and state
governments, however, do not receive
any benefit from that money and may;, as
a result, spend more on services to the
undocumented than they get back in
local taxes from them. a
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Canadian Todd Bentley, who
preached for months on end
this year in Florida, is a general
in Joel's Army.

‘Arming' For Armageddon

The pastors of the Joel’s Army movement preach a theocratic
ideology of military takeover. Critics fear they really mean it

BY CASEY SANCHEZ
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AKELAND, Fla. — Todd Bentley

has a long night ahead of him,

resurrecting the dead, healing

the blind, and exploding can-

cerous tumors. Since April 3,
the 32-year-old, heavily tattooed, body-
pierced, shaved-head Canadian preacher
has been leading a continuous “supernat-
ural healing revival” in central Florida. To
contain the 10,000-plus crowds flocking
from around the globe, Bentley has rented
baseball stadiums, arenas and airport han-
gars at a cost of up to $15,000 a day. Many
in attendance are church pastors them-
selves who believe Bentley to be a prophet
and don’t bat an eye when he tells them
he’s seen King David and spoken with the
Apostle Paul in heaven. “He was looking
very Jewish,” Bentley notes.

Tattooed across his sternum are mil-
itary dog tags that read “Joel’s Army.”
They’re evidence
of Bentley’s gener-
alship in a rapidly
growing apocalyp-

tic movement that’s EASE DO 1

gone largely unno-

ticed by watchdogs

of the theocratic

right. According

to Bentley and a

handful of other

“hyper-charis-

matic” preachers

advancing the same

agenda, Joel’s Army

is prophesied to become an Armageddon-

ready military force of young people with

a divine mandate to physically impose

Christian “dominion” on non-believers.
“An end-time army has one common

purpose — to aggressively take ground for

the kingdom of God under the authority

of Jesus Christ, the Dread Champion,”

Bentley declares on the website for his

ministry school in British Columbia,

Canada. “The trumpet is sounding, call-

ing on-fire, revolutionary believers to

enlist in Joel’s Army. ... Many are now

ready to be mobilized to establish and

advance God’s kingdom on earth.”
Joel’s Army followers, many of them

teenagers and young adults who believe

they’re members of the final generation to

come of age before the end of the world,

are breaking away in droves from main-

line Pentecostal churches. Numbering
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in the tens of thousands, they base their
beliefs on an esoteric reading of the sec-
ond chapter of the Old Testament Book
of Joel, in which an avenging swarm of
locusts attacks Israel. In their view, the
locusts are a metaphor for Joel’s Army.
Despite their overt militancy, there’s
no evidence Joel’s Army followers have
committed any acts of violence. But crit-
ics warn that actual bloodletting may
only be a matter of time for a movement
that casts itself as God’s avenging army.
Those sounding the alarm about Joel’s
Army are not secular foes of the Christian
Right, few of whom are even aware of
the movement or how widespread it’s
become in the past decade. Instead,
Joel’s Army critics are mostly conserva-
tive Christians, either neo-Pentecostals
who left the movement in disgust or
evangelical Christians who fear that
Joel’s Army preach-
ers are stealing their
flocks, even sending
spies to infiltrate
their own congre-
gations and sway
their young peo-
ple to heresy. And
they say the move-
ment is becoming
frightening,
“The pitch and
intensity of the mil-
itary rhetoric of this
branch of the global
Dominionist movement has substantially
increased since the beginning of 2008,”
writes The Discernment Research Group,
a Christian watchdog group that tracks
what they call heresies or cults within
Christianity. “One can only wonder how
long before this transforms into real war-
fare with actual warriors.”

‘Snorting Religion'
Joel’s Army believers are hard-core
Christian dominionists, meaning they
believe that America, along with the rest
of the world, should be governed by con-
servative Christians and a conservative
Christian interpretation of biblical law.
There is no room in their doctrine for
democracy or pluralism.
Dominionism’s original branch
is Christian Reconstructionism, a
grim, Calvinist call to theocracy that,
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“The Call,” a 12-hour revival of up to 20,000
young people held in a different city each year,
is led by Joel's Army pastor Lou Engle.
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as Reconstructionist writer Gary
North describes, wants to “get busy
in constructing a Bible-based social,
political and religious order which
finally denies the religious liberty of
the enemies of God.”

Notorious for endorsing the public
execution by stoning of homosexuals and
adulterers, the Christian Reconstructionist
movement is far better known in secular
America than Joel’s Army. That’s largely
because Reconstructionists have made
several serious forays into mainstream pol-

itics and received a fair amount of negative
publicity as a result. Joel’s Army followers
eschew the political system, believing the
path to world domination lies in taking over
churches, not election to public office.
Another key difference between the
two branches of dominionism, which
maintain a testy, arms-length relation-
ship with one another, is Christian
Reconstructionism’s buttoned-down
image and heavy emphasis on Bible
study, which contrasts sharply with
Joel’s Army anti-intellectual distrust of
biblical scholars and its unruly style.
“Some people snort cocaine, others
snort religions,” Joel’s Army Pastor Roy
said while ministering a morning pro-

gram at Todd Bentley’s Lakeland, Fla.,
revival in late May.

As this article went to press, Bentley’s
“Florida Outpouring” had been running
for more than 100 days straight. Many
attendees came in search of spontaneous
physical healing and a desire to be part of
amystical community marked by dancing,
shouting, gyrating, speaking in tongues
and other forms of ecstatic release.

Snide jabs at traditional church ser-
vices are fairly common at Bentley’s
revivals. In fact, what takes place onstage

Preacher Todd Bentley says that many

gyrate wildly enough, pressuring them
to “let it out.”

Bentley is considered a prophet both
by his followers and by other leaders
of the Joel’s Army movement, whose
adherents claim to be reviving a “five-
fold ministry” of prophets, apostles,
elders, pastors and teachers, as outlined
in the Book of Ephesians. Not every five-
fold ministry is connected to the Joel’s
Army movement, but the movement
has spurred an interest in modern-day
apostles and prophets that’s troubling
to the Assemblies of
God, the world’s larg-
est Pentecostal church,

“revolutionary believers" in Joel's Army “are . . .
now ready to be mobilized to establish and which has 0fﬁc1ally dis-

advance God's kingdom on earth.”

at the Florida Outpouring looks more
like a pro wrestling extravaganza than
church. On stage, Bentley and his team
of pastors, yell, chant, and scream “Fire!”
and “Bam!” while anointing followers.
The audience members behave as if
they are at a psychedelic countercul-
ture festival. One couple jumps up and
down twirling red and silver metallic
flags. Dyed-haired teenagers pulled in
by the revival’s presence on Facebook
and MySpace wander around looking
dazed. Women lay facedown on the
floor, convulsing and howling. Fathers
wail in tongues as their confused chil-
dren look on. Strangers lay hands on
those who fail to produce tongues or

avowed the Joel’s Army
movement.

In a 2001 position
paper, Assemblies of
God leaders wrote that
they do not recognize
modern-day apostles or
prophets and worried
that “such leaders pre-
fer more authoritarian
structures where their
own word or decrees
are unchallenged.” They
are right to worry. Joel’s
Army followers believe
that once democratic
institutions are over-
thrown, their hierarchy
of apostles and proph-
ets will rule over the
earth, with one church

per city.

Warrior Nation
According to Joel’s Army doctrine, the
enforcers of the five-fold ministry will be
members of the final generation, for whom
the landmark Supreme Court decision Roe
v. Wade constituted a new Passover.
“Everyone born after abortion’s legal-
ization can consider their birth a personal
invitation to take part in this great army,”
writes John Crowder, another prominent
Joel’s Army pastor, who bills his 2006 book,
The New Mystics: How to Become Part of
the Supernatural Generation, as a literal
how-to guide for joining Joel’s Army.
Both Bentley and Crowder are enor-
mously popular on Elijah’s List, an online
watering hole for a broad spectrum of

LOWELL HANDLER

Todd Bentley's
preaching is known
for the dancing,
shouting, gyrating
and speaking in
tongues that it
provokes in its
audience.
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Joel’s Army enlistees, from lightweight believ-
ers who merely share an affection for military
rhetoric and pastors who dress in army camou-
flage (several Joel’s Army pastors are addressed
by their congregants as “commandant” or “com-
mander”) to hardliners who believe the church is
called to have an active military role in end-times
that have already begun. Elijah’s List currently
has more than 125,000 subscribers on its elec-
tronic mailing list.

Rick Joyner, a pastor whose books, The
Harvest and The Call, helped popularize Joel’s
Army theology by selling more than a million
copies each, goes the furthest on Elijah’s List
in pushing the hardliner approach. In 2006, he
posted a sermon called “The Warrior Nation —
The New Sound of the Church,” in which he
claimed that a last-day army is now gathering
and called believers “freedom fighters.”

“As the church begins to take on this resolve,
they [Joel’s Army churches] will start to be

] am thinking, ‘God,

why is the power of God

not moving?' And He

said, ‘It is because you
haven't kicked that women
in the face.’ And there

was, like, this older lady
worshipping right in front
of the platform and the
Holy Spirit spoke to me and
the gift of faith came on
me. He said, ‘Kick her in the
face ... with your biker boot.'
linched closer and | went
like this: Bam! And just as
my boot made contact with
her nose, she fell under the
power of God."
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thought of more as military bases, and
they will begin to take on the charac-
teristics of military bases for training,
equipping, and deploying effective spir-
itual forces,” Joyner wrote. “In time, the
church will actually be organized more
as a military force with an army, navy, air
force, etc”

In a sort of disclaimer, Joyner writes
at one point that God’s army “will bring
love, peace and stability wherever they
go.” But several of his books narrate with
glee what he describes as “a coming civil
war within the church.” In his 1997 book
The Harvest he writes: “Some pastors and
leaders who continue to resist this tide of
unity will be removed from their place.
Some will become so hardened
they will become opposersand  &nn
resist God to the end.” '

Two years later, in his
book The Final Quest, Joyner
described a vision (taken as
prophecy in the Joel’s Army
world, where Joyner is consid-
ered an “apostle”) of the coming
Christian Civil War in which
demon-possessed Christian
soldiers enslave other, weaker
Christians who resist them. He
also describes how the hero of
the novel — himself — ascends
a “Holy Mountain” in order to
learn new truths and to acquire
new, magic weapons.

Kids on Fire

Bentley, who claims to be a
supernatural healer, is no less
over the top, playing his bik-
er-punk appearance and heavy
metal theatrics to the hilt. On YouTube,
where clips of his most dramatic heal-
ings have been condensed into a
three-minute highlight reel, Bentley
describes God ordering him to kick an
elderly lady in the face: “I am think-
ing, ‘God, why is the power of God not
moving? And He said, ‘It is because you
haven’t kicked that women in the face’
And there was, like, this older lady wor-
shipping right in front of the platform
and the Holy Spirit spoke to me and the
gift of faith came on me. He said, ‘Kick
her in the face ... with your biker boot.” T
inched closer and I went like this [makes
kicking motion]: Bam! And just as my

boot made contact with her nose, she
fell under the power of God.”

The atmosphere is less charged with
violence at “The Call,” a 12-hour revival
of up to 20,000 youths led by Joel’s Army
pastor Lou Engle and held every sum-
mer in a major American city (this year’s
event was scheduled for Washington,
D.C. in August).

Attendees are called upon to fast
and pray for 40 days and take up cul-
ture-war pledges to lead abstinent lives,
reject pornography and fight abortion.
They’re further asked to perform “iden-
tificational repentance,” lugging along
family trees and genealogies to see
where one of their ancestors may have
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This March, at a “Passion for Jesus”
conference in Kansas City sponsored
by the International House of Prayer, or
THOP, a ministry for teenagers from the
heavy metal, punk and goth scenes, Engle
called on his audience for vengeance.

“I believe we’re headed to an Elijah/
Jezebel showdown on the Earth, not just
in America but all over the globe, and
the main warriors will be the prophets
of Baal versus the prophets of God, and
there will be no middle ground,” said
Engle. He was referring to the Baal of
the Old Testament, a pagan idol whose
followers were slaughtered under orders
from the prophet Elijah.

“There’s an Elijah generation that’s
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enslaved or oppressed another so that
they can make amends. (Many in the
Joel’s Army movement believe in gen-
erational curses that must be broken by
the current generation).

As even his critics note, Engle is a
sweet, humble and gentle man whose
persona is difficult to reconcile with his
belief in an end-time army of invinci-
ble young Christian warriors. Yet while
Engle is careful to avoid deploying
explicit Joel’s Army rhetoric at high-
profile events like The Call, when he’s
speaking in smaller hyper-charismatic
circles to avowed Joel’s Army followers,
he can venture into bloodlust.
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going to be the forerunners for the
coming of Jesus, a generation marked
not by their niceness but by the inten-
sity of their passion,” Engle continued.
“The kingdom of heaven suffers vio-
lence and the violent take it by force.
Such force demands an equal response,
and Jesus is going to make war on every-
thing that hinders love, with his eyes
blazing fire.”

Although Joel’s Army theology is
mainly directed at people in their teens
and early 20s via events like The Call and
ministries like IHOP, sometimes the tar-
get audience is even younger. In some
of the most arresting images in “Jesus
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Camp,” a 2006 documentary about the
Kids on Fire bible camp in North Dakota,
grade school-aged kids dressed in army
fatigues wield swords and conduct mil-
itary field maneuvers. “A lot of people
die for God and they’re not afraid,” one
camper told ABC News reporters in a fol-
low-up segment.

“We’re kinda being trained to be
warriors,” added another, “only in a
funner way.”

Cain and the Intellectuals
Both Christian and secular critics
assailed the makers of “Jesus Camp” for
referring to the camp’s extremist, mili-
tant Christianity as “evangelical.” There
is a name, however, that describes Kids
on Fire’s agenda, if you’re familiar with
their theology: Joel’s Army. Pastor Becky
Fischer, who runs the camp, said that a
third of the kids at her camp were under 6
years old because they are “more in touch
in the supernatural” and proclaimed
them to be “soldiers for God’s Army” Her
camp’s blend of end-times militancy and
supernaturalism is perfectly emblematic
of the Joel’s Army movement, whose
adherents believe their cause is prophe-
sied in the Old Testament chapter titled
“An Army of Locusts.”

The stark, evocative passages of that
chapter describe a locust swarm that lays

lecky Fischer, who runs the \

Kids on Fire Bible camp in
North Dakota, says kids under

" 6 years old are “soldiers for
God's army,” too.

waste to Israel (to this day, the region
suffers periodic locust invasions): “Like
dawn spreading across the mountains
a large and mighty army comes, such as
never was of old nor ever will be in ages
to come.” As remarkable as the language
is, most biblical scholars agree that it is a
literal description of a locust invasion and
resulting famine that occurred sometime
between the 9th and 5th centuries B.C.E.

In the Book of Joel, the
locust invasion is described
as an omen that an Assyrian
army to the north may attack
Israel if it fails to repent as
a nation. But nowhere is
the invasion described as an
army of God. According to an
Assemblies of God position
paper: “It is a complete mis-
interpretation of Scripture
to find in Joel’s army of
locusts a militant, victorious
force attacking society and a
non-cooperating Church to
prepare the earth for Christ’s
millennial reign.”

The story of how an
ancient insect invasion came
to be a rallying flag for 21st-
century dominonists begins
just after World War II in
Canada. Out of a small town in
Saskatchewan, a Pentecostal
preacher named William Branham
spearheaded a 1948 revival in which he
claimed that his followers lived in a new
biblical time of “Latter Rain.”

The most sinless and ardent of his
flock would be called “Manifest Sons of
God.” By the next year, the movement
was so strong — and seemed so sub-
versive to some — that the Assemblies
of God banned it as a heretic cult. But
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Branham remained a controversial figure
with a loyal following; many of his fol-
lowers believed him to be the end-times
prophet Elijah.

Michael Barkun, a leading scholar
of radical religion, notes that in 1958,
Branham began teaching “Serpent
Seed” doctrine, the belief that Satan had
sex with Eve, resulting in Cain and his
descendants. “Through Cain came all
the smart, educated people down to the
antediluvian flood — the
intellectuals, bible col-
leges,” Branham wrote
in the kind of anti-
mainstream religion,
anti-intellectual spirit
that pervades the Joel’s
Army movement to this
day. “They know all
their creeds but know
nothing about God.”

The Gates of Hell
Branham was killed in a
car accident in 1965, but
his Manifest Sons of God
movement, the direct pre-
decessor of Joel’s Army,
lived on within a clus-
ter of hyper-charismatic
churches. In the 1980s,
Branham’s teachings
took on new life at the
Kansas City Fellowship
(KCF), a group of pop-
ular self-styled apostles
and prophets who used
the Missouri church
as a launching pad for
national careers promot-
ing outright Joel’s Army
theology.

Ernie Gruen, a local pastor who
initially promoted and gave citywide cred-
ibility to KCF pastors in the early 1980s,
cut his connections in 1990. Concerned
about KCF’s plans to push its teachings
worldwide, Gruen published a 132-page
insider’s account, based on taped ser-
mons and conversations and interviews
with parents who had enrolled their kids
in KCF’s Dominion school.

According to Gruen’s report, students
at the school were taught that they were
a “super-race” of the “elected seed” of
all the best bloodlines of all generations

— foreknown, predestined, and hand-se-
lected from billions of others to be part of
the “end-time Omega generation.”
Though he’d once promoted these
doctrines himself, Gruen became con-
vinced that the movement was turning
into an end-times cult, marked by
what he summarized as “spiritual
threats, fears, and warnings of death,”
“warning followers to beware of other
Christians” and exhibiting “a ‘super-

The Joel's Army
movement began with
the 1940s preaching

of William Branham,
whose group was banned
as heretical by the
Assemblies of God.

race’ mentality toward the training of
their children.”

When contacted by the Intelligence
Report, Gruen’s spokesman said that
Gruen stands by everything he published
in the report but no longer grants media
interviews.

The Kansas City Fellowship remains
in operation and has served as a farm
team for many of the all-stars of the
Joel’s Army movement. Those larger-
than-life figures include John Wimber,
the founder of a California megachurch,
The Vineyard, who, before his death in
1997, proclaimed that Joel’s Army would

not only conquer the earth but defeat
death itself. Lou Engle founded The
Call based on the Joel’s Army visions
that KCF “prophet” Bob Jones (not to be
confused with Bob Jones I1T of Bob Jones
University) received while at KCF. Mike
Bickle, another KCF member, stayed in
Kansas City to form the International
House of Prayer.

THOP members and other Joel’s Army
adherents are well aware of how their
movement is perceived
by other conservative
Christians.

“Today, you can
type Joel’s Army’ into
a search engine and a
thousand heresy hunter
websites pop up, decry-
ing the very mention of
it,” writes John Crowder
in The New Mystics.
Crowder doesn’t exactly
allay critic’s fears. “This
is truly warfare,” he
writes. “This battle is
not a game. They [Joel’s
Army warriors] will not
be on the defense; they
will be on the offense
— and the gates of hell
will not be able to hold
up against them.”

So far, few members
of the secular media
have taken notice of
Joel’s Army, even as they
report on Protestant
dominionists like Pat
Robertson or the more
outrageous calls for the
stoning of gays and les-
bians emanating from Reconstructionist
circles. There are exceptions, however.
On the DailyKos, a well-read, politically
liberal blog, a diarist has been blogging
for two years about her experiences as a
walkaway from a Joel’s Army church. She
writes under a pseudonym out of fear of
physical reprisals.

She may have real cause for concern. As
Wimber, the late founder of The Vineyard,
put it in one of his most famous and fiery
sermons, one that is still frequently cited by
Joel’'s Army followers: “Those in this army
will have His kind of power. ... Anyone who
wants to harm them must die.” A
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Israelite moverTent is spreading and its
leaders are g&wi g increasingly militant
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ALTIMORE — Despite the
hellish heat on this spring
Saturday morning in gritty
West Baltimore, the five
Hebrew Israelite priests
loitering near a West Franklin Street
storefront are draped in heavy robes,
and their heads are wrapped in matching
white, red and black cloths. Star of David
emblems swing from their necklaces and
are embroidered into their fabrics. One
priest holds a staff.

Around them, security guards wear
black headscarves, black T-shirts and
black military-style pants tucked into
combat boots. They grip cell phones and
billy clubs. On their belts are sheaths
and holsters, some empty, others hold-
ing blades and guns. The guards flit back
and forth across the street, between the
parkinglot of an apartment complex that
police say is notorious for drug-related
crimes and a building with covered win-
dows and a bolted front door.

Behind that locked door is the
Baltimore branch of the Israelite Church
of God in Jesus Christ, a black suprema-
cist sect headquartered in New York City.

Obsessed with hatred for whites and
Jews, the leaders of the Israelite Church
have managed to build up 29 church
branches in recent years.

They are not alone.

Around the country, thousands of men
and women have joined black suprem-
acist groups on the extremist fringe of
the Hebrew Israelite movement, a black
nationalist theology that dates back to

Guarding the sanctuary: Black-clad securi-

ty guards and Hebrew Israelite priests stand
outside the Baltimore chapter of the Israelite
Church of God in Jesus Christ. The black
supremacist group is obsessed with security and
the evils of white people.

the 19th century (see story, p. 50). Its doc-
trine asserts that African Americans are
God’s true chosen people because they,
not the people known to the world today
as Jews, are the real descendants of the
Hebrews of the Bible. Although most
Hebrew Israelites are neither explicitly
racist nor anti-Semitic and do not advo-
cate violence, there is a rising extremist
sector within the Hebrew Israelite move-
ment whose adherents believe that Jews
are devilish impostors and who openly
condemn whites as evil personified,
deserving only death or slavery.

The notorious white supremacist
leader Tom Metzger once remarked of
extremist Hebrew Israelites, “They’re
the black counterparts of us.” The belief
system of extremist Hebrew Israelites
is basically the reversed-color mirror
image of the Christian Identity theology
embraced by many white supremacists,
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“General Mayakaahla Ka," an Israelite School
of Universal Practical Knowledge preacher,
regularly shouts down whites, Jews and other
enemies in street confrontations.

which holds that mainstream Jews are
the descendants of Satan and that white
people are the chosen ones, divinely
endowed by God with superior status
over “mud people,” believers’ term for
non-white individuals.

Since 2000, when the prophecy of a
key leader failed to materialize (he pre-
dicted Christ would return to Earth at the
dawn of the new millennium to wreak
bloody vengeance on white people), the

rhetoric of extremist Hebrew Israelites
sects has been steadily heating up, with
increasing talk of an impending apoca-
lypse and God-ordained race war. At the
same time, a magnetic young leader, who
counts among his disciples the lead singer
of a top-selling R&B group, emerged
and rapidly expanded a movement that
was previously concentrated in black
inner-city neighborhoods on the East
Coast. There are now extremist Hebrew
Israelite churches in cities throughout
Florida, Maryland, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, New Jersey, North Carolina,
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma and Oregon.
Confrontations between Hebrew
Israelite street preachers and their per-

“Every white person who
doesn't get killed by
Christ when he returns
is going into slavery!”

ceived enemies are growing uglier and
gaining increasing attention through
video clips circulated to legions of viewers
on websites like YouTube. The Israelite
School of Universal Practical Knowledge,
a sect that is the Israelite Church’s main
rival, has its own YouTube “channel,”
or video sharing distribution networks,
with over 500 subscribers. One recently
circulated Israelite School video, which
has been viewed more than 26,000 times,
shows a group of robed street preachers
harassing a white woman until she bursts
into tears. Another shows the preachers
applauding as a white man kneels down
to kiss the boots of “the prophets of God”
while begging forgiveness for the sins of
his race.

In yet another video, a preacher of
the Israelite School, a man who identi-
fies himself as General Mayakaahla Ka,
offers this stark prediction for the future
of the white race: “Every white person
who doesn’t get killed by Christ when he
returns is going into slavery!”

Baltimore: The Grilling

The streets of the West Baltimore neigh-
borhood where the Israelite Church
sanctuary is located are just as tough as
they look on HBO’s “The Wire,” a cops-
and-reporters crime series acclaimed
for its realistic insights into urban life.
In the middle of this scene, passersby on
Franklin Street respectfully acknowledge
the Israelite Church priests and their
black-clad security men. These local resi-
dents would have no problem getting into
the nightly classes that Israelite Church
teachers offer in public libraries through-
out Baltimore.

But the mysterious church here is dif-
ferent. Entry to its Saturday “Sabbath”
sessions requires a vigorous and often
intimidating screening.
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First, there’s the question of skin tone;
those with European ancestry need not
apply. Others — and, lately, Hebrew
Israelites have come to include West
Indians, Latin Americans, and American
Indians as brother “Hebrews” — may
approach security for entry. Any stranger
must meet certain strict conditions.

You must promise the guards that
you are “clean” — that you haven’t eaten
pork or had sex in the prior 24 hours. You
must explain how you learned about the
church and why you’ve chosen to attend.
You must assure guards that you’re not
a law enforcement officer or a spy from
arival Hebrew Israelite group, and then
you have to give up your photo identi-
fication. Any recording device will be
confiscated during an aggressive pat
down search carried out by the guards.

When the door is unbolted briefly to
allow you into the building, you walk into
a tiny vestibule where you’re required to
enter your name, address and telephone
number into a ledger. If you have a cell
phone, it will be confiscated and stored
in a file cabinet until you leave. You will
be issued a King James Version of the
Bible — and any other version that you
may carry will be taken away.

Finally, a disciple approaches. He
pours olive oil on your head as a final
cleansing measure. Now, at last, you are
prepared to enter the inner sanctum.

Lynching Santa

“I’'m talking about 99 million niggers! You

talking about 6 million crackers?”
General Mayakaahla Ka is shout-

ing at a college-aged Jewish kid outside

the Market East Station in downtown
Philadelphia. He and three other extrem-
ist Hebrew Israelite preachers, all wearing
the Israelite School insignia of two swords
crossed through a Star of David, berate

their victim until he begins to weep. The
altercation is part of an Israelite School
recruiting video that began circulating
this spring and has since been viewed
more than 73,000 times.

The Hebrew Israelite movement is
rooted in Black Judaism, a belief sys-
tem birthed in the late 1800s by black
Christians from the South’s Pentecostal
“Holiness” movement. They claimed to
have received a revelation: America’s
recently emancipated slaves were God’s
chosen people, the true Hebrews.

According to Black Judaism doc-
trine, when the Kingdom of Israel was
destroyed, the Israelites were first scat-
tered across the African continent and
then selectively targeted by enemy
African tribes who captured and sold
them to European slave traders for
bondage in the New World.

“Tt’s a common myth that slaves were
randomly shackled up and carried off
to slavery,” “General Yahanna,” leader
of the present-day Israelite School of
Universal Practical Knowledge, told
the Intelligence Report (see also full
interview, p. 55). Actually, “Slave trad-
ers sailed for months and days to get to
specific pickup points. They knew what
people they were taking — specifically,
the lost tribes of Israel.”

Black Judaism leaders preached
self-empowerment and economic
independence, an early form of black
nationalism that was foundational for
later groups like the Nation of Islam.
Their rhetoric, emphasizing the bibli-
cal theme of an oppressed nation being
led to a promised land, informed black
activist thought right up through the
speeches of Martin Luther King Jr.

Although followers of Black Judaism
thought of themselves as the descendants

Racializing Religion

How a theology that argued that freed
slaves were the real biblical Hebrews pro-
duced a racist offshoot targeting whites

of the biblical 12 tribes of Israel, most did
not take that to mean that other people
deserved condemnation or attack.

One notable exception was F.S.
Cherry, a self-declared prophet who
in 1886 started a “black Jew” church in
Chattanooga, Tenn., where he preached
that white people were inherently
evil and hated by God. Cherry also
instructed his followers that the earth
is square and that Jesus would return
in the year 2000 to install blacks over
whites through a race war.

Just as today’s racist Hebrew Israelites
sects are hateful but smaller detachments
of a larger, non-racist faith, Cherry, who
relocated his congregation to Philadelphia
in 1915, was far less popular in his time
than non-racist Black Judaism found-
ers like the Rev. William Christian and
William Saunders Crowdy.

After Cherry, the next major pur-
veyor of racist dogma among black
Jews was Eber ben Yomin, also known
as Abba Bivens, who in the 1960s
broke away from the “Commandment
Keepers,” then the dominant main-
stream black Jewish organization, to
launch his own extremist sect, which
became known as the Israelite School
of Universal Practical Knowledge.

Initially based in a Harlem apart-
ment, this new black Israelite group
soon moved to a building on New York
City’s 125th Street, Harlem’s main drag.
Three of Bivens’ disciples — Ahrayah,
Masha and Yaiqab — joined with four
“high priests” named Chaazagq, Lahab,
Yahiya and Shar to take over leadership
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of the Israelite School. Collectively
they were referred to as the “Seven
Heads,” the inner-circle governors
of the black supremacist Hebrew
Israelite movement.

Although they employed the same
kind of radical rhetoric and confronta-
tional street theater that other militant
black groups of the 1970s did, racist
Hebrew Israelites held themselves
apart. They rejected the “Muslim”
beliefs of groups like the Nation of
Islam and refused to join with the
pork-eating secularists of groups like
the Black Panthers.

In the 1980s, the Seven Heads
changed the name of their group
to the Israelite Church of Universal
Practical Knowledge.

The Israelite Church attempted
to expand its visibility in the 1990s by
declaring, as F.S. Cherry had before
them, that Jesus Christ would return
to earth in 2000 to enslave and destroy
the white race. Meanwhile, some mem-
bers began to break away and form
their own racist Hebrew Israelite sects.
One such member, Yahanna, started a
chapter and reclaimed the original
name Israelite School of Universal
Practical Knowledge for his group.

When the year 2000 came without
the Israelite Church’s prophecy com-
ing to pass, its leaders rebranded the
organization as the Israelite Church
of God in Jesus Christ, the name they
still use today. The organization was
taken over in late 2000 by “Chief High
Priest Tazadaqyah,” born Jermaine
Grant, who declared himself the “Holy
Spirit” and “The Comforter.” Grant
recently prophesied that a venge-
ful black Jesus would soon return to
earth to kill or enslave all whites.

Unlike Cherry, however, he didn’t
set a date. A

Posters used by Israelite School preachers in
Washington, D.C., give a sense of what rac-
ist Hebrew Israelites think of mainstream
Christianity.

“Are you saying the Holocaust is a
joke?” the Jewish man asks.

“It’s a joke!” the “general” responds.
“The Holocaust is a damn joke! Heil
Hitler!”

Mobile clusters of up to a dozen
extremist Hebrew Israelite street preach-
ers, known in the movement as “camps,”
have become a common presence at busy
intersections, plazas and public transpor-
tation centers in large American cities,
especially in Philadelphia, New York,

Baltimore and Washington, D.C., as well
as Venice, Calif. The camps are often
remarkably aggressive and intimidating,
railing against “white devils” and calling
for death for Jews and homosexuals.
Zacharyah ben Ya’aqov, a former rac-
ist Hebrew Israelite who was active in
the movement in the 1990s, calls the
activities of camps “evangelical ter-
rorizing.” Ya’aqov, who now heads
the Israelite group, The Truth After
Knowledge, denounces his former com-
munity’s racist doctrines. He describes
on his group’s website his experiences as
a rank-and-file member, explaining that
his superiors brainwashed new recruits,
using “fear tactics to break you down,”
and instructed followers to join camps
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Many racist Hebrew Israelite preachers work the
streets in “camps” of up to a dozen men. Here,
members of the Israelite School gather at the
corner of H and 8th streets in Washington, D.C.

and verbally assault pedestrians. “They
[camp preachers] told them [targeted
passersby] they had hell to pay and would
be going into slavery,” Ya’aqov says on his
Web forum. “Especially the white man,
who they had special hatred for.”

The Israelite School caused a major
stir recently when it positioned a camp
at the bustling intersection of H and
8t streets in the Capitol Hill neighbor-
hood of northeast Washington, D.C..
The noise produced through its preach-
ers’ megaphones and amplifiers sparked
conflicts with those who live in the area.
“It’s frightening when a person or group
can force noise — whatever the speech
content — inside another’s home,” said
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Capitol Hill resident David Klavitter,
who monitors the Israelite School camps
for his Quest for Quiet blog. “This allows
amplifiers to be used as weapons to
harass, intimidate and threaten people.”

Last December, the Israelite School
observed the holidays by “lynching” effi-
gies of the Virgin Mary and Santa Claus
in Klavitter’s neighborhood.

Extremist Hebrew Israelites have a
long, strange list of enemies. At the top
of the list are white people, who they
preach are descended from a race of
red, hairy beings, known as Edomites,
who were spawned by Esau, the twin
brother of Jacob (later known as Israel)
in the Old Testament. Equally hated are
“fraudulent” Jews, “the synagogue of
Satan.” They’re closely followed in no
particular order by Asians, promiscuous
black women, abortionists, continental
Africans (who, according to the extrem-
ist Israelites, sold the lost tribes of Israel,
who were black, to European slave trad-

ers), and homosexuals, who according
to extremist Israelites should all be put to
death. (In December 2006, three gay men
who were assaulted inside an Atlanta night-
club identified their attackers as Hebrew
Israelites; no arrests were made).

Recruiting literature describing the
extremist Israelite doctrine is just as
harsh as the street preachers’ angry rhet-
oric. “Does the Bible teach unity of races?
NO!” reads one of the Israelite Church’s
widely distributed fliers. “Will the differ-
ent nations who believe in Jesus be saved
from the Lord’s wrath? NO! Was Jesus
Christ a Caucasian man? NO! Does his
color matter? YES!”

Baltimore: The Sanctuary

Paintings of a black “Yahawah,” or
Jesus, adorn the walls of the sanctuary
inside the Baltimore storefront Israelite
Church, along with images of dark-
skinned angels. The room is long, narrow
and windowless. There are metal and

140d3¥ 3DNIOITIILNI IHL OL TVID3dS

SPECIAL TO THE INTELLIGENCE REPORT

“"The army of Judah
threw them down so
that all were dashed
to pieces. See how
powerful Judah is?
This is the kind of
power we have

over them."

wood folding chairs set up in 12 rows of
six each. The first six rows are reserved
for men, while women are relegated to
the back. The walls are lined with post-
ers bearing the names and images of the
12 tribes of Israel and the nations who
are believed to represent each of those
tribes today. The biblical tribe of Judah,
for instance, is said to be the forbear of
today’s African Americans, while those of
Levi and Benjamin are believed to have
become the Haitians and West Indians
of the present.

At the head of the sanctuary is an altar
adorned with coiled horns made of wood
and metal candelabras. Just behind the
altar, atop a slightly raised stage, is a table
covered in cloth. Behind that are two roy-
al-blue curtains, each embroidered with
Hebrew characters. (Israelite Church
members, like members of other Hebrew
Israelite groups, routinely use “Hebrew”
names rather than their legal names.)

A member of the audience announces
the three priests who will preside today,
and the men, clad in extravagant robes
and staffs, rise from the front seats. They
take their seats at the table behind the altar,
and one of them sounds the coiled horn.

This Sabbath’s teaching, from the
Book of Chronicles, is read out by one
of the high priests. Then another, whose
real name is Carlos Santiago, interprets
the words for his audience. As usual, the
sermon focuses on the perfidy of white
people — or, in the language that Santiago

appropriates from the Bible, how God
restores power to Judah (read: black
Israelites) and punishes Edom (white
people) with death.

“The army of Judah also captured
10,000 men alive, took them to the top
of a cliff and threw them down so that
all were dashed to pieces,” one priest
reads. Then Santiago steps up to explain
how this is a reference to black Israelite
power. “See how powerful Judah is?” he

Priests of the Israelite Church of God in Jesus
Christ preach a particularly virulent form of
Hebrew Israelism.

says. “This is the kind of power we have
over them.”

Aching for Armageddon

The man with the most power over the
extremist Hebrew Israelite movement
is Jermaine Grant, 30, the head of the
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The Baltimore branch of the Israelite Church,
like most Hebrew lIsraelite institutions, is well-
guarded and difficult to get into.

Israelite Church of God in Jesus Christ.
Grant rose from the lower levels of the
organization to become its top leader
in 2000. This was after Christ failed
to return to earth to slay or enslave all
Edomites, as had been long prophesied
by Grant’s predecessor, Ahrayah, the
movement’s founding “godfather.”

It was a period of great tumult within
the extremist Israelite world. Many of
Ahrayah’s high-ranking followers split
off to form their own new factions, while
inside the Israelite Church organization,

Grant’s star ascended just as rapidly
as Ahrayah’s fell. A former rap music
label owner and restaurateur, Grant is a
highly charismatic figure. Although his
“Hebrew” name is Tazadaqyah, his title
is “Chief High Priest”; he is also some-
times referred to by followers as the Holy
Spirit made flesh. Today, he can be seen
in numerous YouTube videos preaching
to gatherings of hundreds and typically
dressed in shiny silk robes and head-
wraps rendered in blues and purples.
He’s often pictured in stretch limos or
tour buses emblazoned with his portrait
and his nickname — “The Comforter.”
Since 2001, Grant has produced the
Arch Angel Awards, a version of the

Grammys for musical artists who are
avowed loyalists of the Israelite Church.
The most famous of them is Wanya
Morris, the lead singer of Boys IT Men,
a popular R&B group that’s won four
real Grammys and sold over 60 million
records.

According to former members of the
church, Grant has instituted mandatory
tithes and general offerings from his fol-
lowers. Also, during his 2006 “I Will Not
Leave You Comfortless Tour,” in which
he toured six East Coast states in eight
weeks, Grant reportedly demanded an
additional $25 per attendee in the form
of an additional “High Priest offering.”
(Another “world tour” is planned later
this year.)

Grant, who did not reply to a request
for an interview for this article, is an
energetic man. Under his leadership, the
Israelite Church has expanded rapidly,
and its “Hidden Truth” television pro-
gramming can be seen on public access
channels around the country. Meanwhile,
the tone of the extremist Hebrew Israelite
grows ever more apocalyptic, with its fol-
lowers feverishly searching for signs of
a bloodthirsty black Yahawah’s impend-
ing return.

This summer, Grant boldly predicted
that a hellish earthquake would soon
herald the return of Christ and the begin-
ning of Hebrew Israelite rule. He didn’t
set a date, but his prophecy still height-
ened the mood of eager anticipation for
the coming doom of all enemies of the
true Israelites. That, coupled with the
increasing militance and numbers of his
movement, is what is so worrying.

The vision of Grant and his fellow
Hebrew Israelite hard-liners — an immi-
nent and bloody demise for whites and
other enemies at the hands of a venge-
ful returning Christ — is well captured
in a scene from a 2007 documentary.
In one scene from “The Gods of Times
Square,” an extremist Hebrew Israelite
preacher delivers a sermon with his foot
planted on the back of a white man lay-
ing flat on the sidewalk, arms splayed at
his sides. A second preacher approaches
the camera.

“White boy, you're next,” he warns. “All
you white people get ready for war. We’re
coming for you, white boys. Negroes are
the real Jews. Get ready for war!” A
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God and the General

‘General Yahanna, a key black separatist
leader, discusses God, gays, black ‘Hebrews,
and what’s wrong with white people

This June’s issue of Esquire magazine
included a feature headlined “Why
White Supremacists Support Barack
Obama.” Despite the title, it included
a brief interview with “General
Yahanna,” who is neither an Obama
supporter nor a white suprema-

cist. Quite the opposite. Yahanna,
whose real name is John Lightborne,
is the leader of the Israelite School

of Universal Practical Knowledge,
an extremist “Hebrew Israelite” group (see story, p. 46) that
preaches hatred of white people, Jews and anyone else who
doesn’t embrace its radical black separatist ideology. Lately,
Yahanna has forged a presence on YouTube, where videotapes
of his group’s street sermons demonizing the white race are
widely circulated, and in Washington, D.C., where the Israelite
School’s noisy demonstrations have led to a host of citizen
complaints — so much so that district officials recently passed
a noise ordinance intended to quiet down Yahanna and his fol-
lowers’ use of amplifiers. Not long after the Esquire piece was

published, Yahanna spoke by
phone with the Intelligence
Report, elaborating on his
arguments that it’s not only
white people destroying black
communities, but also black
women, the Rev. Al Sharpton
and lesbians. Additionally, he
discussed the future enslave-
ment of white people, and
the reasoning behind his con-
demning Barack Obama and
Martin Luther King Jr.

How did the Israelite School become
such a controversial presence in
Washington, D.C.?

White people moving in from the
Midwest heard about cheap prop-

erty in D.C. — classic gentrification.
Black people from our neighborhoods
got mad and asked us to address it.
These same white people became out-
raged that we were out here because
we were interrupting their brunches.
They don’t care about black people, so
they started campaigns with blogging
and websites, which brought it out as a
sound problem [caused by the Israelite
School using megaphones in their
street protests] rather than as a social
issue problem.

In terms of membership, what are your
numbers?
Our numbers, in my opinion, are innu-
merable. You can take any city in the
U.S. and you’ll find a direct Israelite
School chapter or some derivative of
it. [Editor’s note: In fact the Israelite
School has only three active chapters,
in Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and
New York City. A rival Hebrew Israelite
group, the Israelite Church of God in
Jesus Christ, from which the Israelite
School split, has 29 chapters nationwide.]
We don’t actually count our numbers in
our organization. We have a very strong
camp in D.C., thanks to the men who
decided not to back down from those
white folks’ many intimidation tactics.
Real estate is so popular here that
these big-time bankers and lawyers
have teamed together and said, “Let’s
get rid of all the bad black elements.” To
do all that kind of renovation, they can’t
have a group of black men on the cor-
ner saying the white man is the devil.

You preach that when Jesus returns

to earth, you're going to enslave white
people. How's that going to work,
exactly?

Simply, all the nations that fought
against the children of Israel [who
Yahanna says are black Hebrew
Israelites, not Jews] must now come
back and build back what they
destroyed. Every nation has played a
part at some point in time and used the
children of Israel as slaves to build their
great empires. This is why God said not
to mix with the other nations, because
these nations will be dealt with under
Christ’s empire, with things done to
them that they did to other people.

Are you talking about white people or
Jews?

When we say whites, we include the
so-called Jews. They’re all one nation.
They’re all the same. All Caucasians
come from the same Edomite nation.
[Editor’s note: Ironically, many adher-
ents of the white supremacist Christian
Identity theology say that Jews descend
from the biblical Edomites. Identity
believers also say that the Hebrews of
the Bible were actually “Aryans” — not
the forbears of today’s Jews — just as
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Hebrew Israelites believe the biblical
Hebrews were actually black.]

In one of your YouTube videos, you
talk about joining the KKK and the
Aryan Nations to kill black people who
choose to live alongside white people.
Are you serious?

I’'m speaking figuratively. Horrible
pain is unfortunately what’s going to
open our [black people’s] eyes to doing
something different. By the KKK doing
what they’re doing, it is giving us a con-
sciousness that we actually have an
enemy. It’s bringing us back to where
we were before Martin Luther King,
when we understood exactly who was
hurting and destroying us. Martin
Luther King was the greatest terrorist
to black people because all he did was
sell us off to the white man.

Today, black people think white
people have nothing to do with our
poverty and us killing each other, noth-
ing to do with our drug problems. Black
people believe this because Christian
churches teach us to love our enemy.
We need to see the horror of the people
who are actually our enemy. So I was
figuratively saying I need to join the
KKK, so that they [black people] will
see the enemy instead of believing the
Christian church, who teaches the fan-
tasy that we should love all nations.

You've said you aren't supporting
Barack Obama. Why?

Obama has given us great new hope
that black people will have some suc-
cess, but it’s a joke. He tells black
people that they should love America
and white people, and that people like
me, who are only trying to defend black
people, are the enemy. It’s the same
thing that happened to Moses in Egypt.
When he first came out to see his people,
the Israelites, the first thing he saw was
an Egyptian striking a Hebrew. When he
addressed it and killed the Egyptian, the
Hebrews turned around and said, “You
will kill us like you killed the Egyptian.”
They looked at Moses as the enemy, as

if he did something evil, as opposed

to something good for defending the
Hebrew against the Egyptians.

So, if white people are the Egyptians

in this allegory, you're supposed to kill
them to defend black people?

We don’t want to kill people. We have
never and never will ever be a violent
organization. We are real Christians.
Our people just don’t see it. So, if T can
embellish a little bit, it’s like in the
Gospel of John, when Caiaphas, who
was a head of the Jews, said we ought
to kill Christ so the whole nation of
Israel doesn’t perish and the Romans
don’t come take our possessions. It’s
the same thing black people believe in
America. Black Christian leadership
believes that so-called radical leaders
that want to empower blacks against
those who rule over us should be
destroyed and wiped out.

We don’t hate white people because
they are white. We hate the destruc-
tion and the psychological terror they’re
bringing. Whites are doing things that are
destroying us and psychologically making
us do things to destroy each other.

Are you familiar with [the late] Yahweh
ben Yahweh and [his violently anti-
white Hebrew Israelite cult] the Nation
of Yahweh?

T'm not familiar with how he emerged
and why he chose Miami [where the
Nation of Yahweh was based in the
1980s]. At that time, there weren’t

any Hebrew Israelites down there,

so maybe that’s why. But he, like
Tazadaqyah [the leader of the Israelite
Church of God in Jesus Christ, another
Hebrew Israelite group], tried to take

a man and make himself a god. Once
you elevate men above men, you have

a demagogue and a cult, and sooner or
later the nature of the Hebrew Israelite
will not allow that god-man to survive.

Who is Tazadaqyah [legal name
Jermaine Grant]? What's his
background?

He was actually part of my camp in
Manhattan on 50" and Broadway. At
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the time [the early 1990s], he was in the
music industry trying to become a rap-
per. There was a need for someone to
run our video department. He was cho-
sen as an assistant to the head of video,
which gave him access to the leaders.
That’s how he became known.

Even now, he’s only known because
of the authorization from Ahryah [one
of the founding “Seven Heads” lead-
ers of the Hebrew Israelite movement].
But now they’re showing Tazadaqyah
as some great new charismatic leader.
Most of that is a facade. The buses he
used to go on the [“I Will Not Leave
You Comfortless”] tour were staged.
Those buses were being rented out
to make him look like he’s a super-
star. He’s just like any ambitious rapper
who, when they get a contract, they
have to make themselves look flashy
and appear the part, which is basically
what they [the Israelite Church] have
done. But people in their church are in
horrible poverty.

Meanwhile, Tazadaqyah is charging
$1,500 to attend their annual Passover,
and thousands of dollars in “priest fees”
to keep the facade going in order to get
more people to the organization. We
consider that like all other churches,
just money-grubbing occults and estab-
lishments. They just have the title
“Israelite” on it.

What are the major differences
between your doctrine and theirs?

One, we always taught that Jesus Christ
did not come from a Virgin Mary birth.
Now, they teach Jesus came from the
immaculate conception. The Israelite
School never endorsed that idea in its
entire history; we teach that he was
born from a man and woman, Joseph
and Mary. The second change was

they changed the name of God, say-

ing Yahweh was not God’s name. Now
they teach, like the Roman Catholics,
that Jesus is God and it is actually
Jesus you're reading about in the Old
Testament. The biggest change came,
though, when Tazadaqyah declared
himself as “the Comforter and the Holy
Spirit” — the one the Scriptures say
comes just before Christ’s return.

You live by Old Testament laws, some of

which, like polygamy, are illegal.

We don’t go against the law. But we
believe that, according to the Bible,
man has the right to have more than
one woman. Now they have gays get-
ting married and all kinds of stuff,
saying adults should be able to marry
children and animals. In the Bible,
marriage is between man and woman.
We teach young men that they should
not be promiscuous and sleep around
with a bunch of women. We say not to
do those things, and that the Lord is
against the abuse of our women. That
means if you have sex with her, you are
to spend the rest of your life with her,
unless she commits adultery.

You say the Lord is against the abuse of
black women. But YouTube videos show
you hurling abuse at black women pass-
ing by on the street.

‘We have black women who’ve writ-

ten us personally, thanking us for what
I’'m saying in those videos. Christian
women are doing some of the most egre-
gious things in their households. The
Christian black women are the number
one group getting AIDS and STDs. If you
survey the religion of the people getting
AIDS, Christian black women repre-
sent the highest number of new AIDS
cases in America. Muslim women come
second. [Editor’s note: Yahanna is refer-
ring to his own informal “survey.” There
is no official research on the religious
backgrounds of AIDS cases]. We cannot
continue this lifestyle.

Because we say to black women that
they cannot continue this lifestyle, they
attack us. We’re talking about black
women stopping all the things they’re
doing sexually to destroy the black
community. Black men are making
whores out of our daughters. In D.C,,
they tried to oust a minister [the Rev.
Willie Wilson] who told black women
they’ve got to stop being lesbians, and
quoted the same AIDS stat I quoted.
But when I post it on YouTube to save
black women, it gets twisted into some-
how I hate black women.

So you believe AIDS is a God-delivered
curse to the wicked?

I believe any sin we do against God
helps to bring these curses on us. I

heard all the rumors that ATDS was cre-
ated in a lab and it doesn’t discriminate.
We as black people have lost our moral
compass, and until we get it back, we
will get thousands more curses. The
bedrock issue is not whether they’re
lesbian, it’s how do we save these sis-
ters from destroying themselves by the
sexual deviancy that leads to the trans-
mission of STDs and AIDS.

Could a gay man join your church?
Absolutely. We have quite a few ex-gay
men in the Israelite School community. If
you follow God’s rules, you’ll have enough
power to leave any sinful life behind —
crack, drugs and homosexuality, anything
that’s destroyed our communities and
left us in these ghettos. We give them the
power to wash that stuff out and to live a
healthy life that will help save other peo-
ple’s lives. We have people come to us
who say, “Yes, I'm gay. Yes, I'm a child
molester. But I want to be brand new.”
We start them on that righteous walk,
and we’ve had great success.

What do you do about ex-gay members
who go back to same-sex love?

Things like that are brought to our coun-
cil, no different than someone who was
on crack and backslid and ended up tak-
ing crack again. So a homosexual who
leaves that lifestyle but backslides is just
another sinner who’s made a mistake.
But as of yet we haven’t had any who've
done that. In fact, we have the opposite.
They’ve gone on to take wives.

What do you believe should happen to
gay men who choose to remain gay?
They should be condemned to death.
That’s what it says in the Book of
Revelations. We don’t say they’ll be
delivered to hellfire like Christians,
though. Christ can deliver who he
wants to deliver. We can’t say whether
he’ll deliver them or not.

The men who come in here who
lived that lifestyle are all doing good.
I have a sister now who came out of a
serious lesbian lifestyle and now has a
husband and four children. She has a
wonderful life. The men and women
who do decide to come out of that and
join us never go back to it. We believe in
the true power of Christ. A
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Gianni Alemanno

Italian Government Lurches Right

The election this spring of a former
neofascist youth leader to Rome’s top
government post heightened concerns
about the vilification of immigrants
and other minorities in a country that’s
experiencing a surge of xenophobia.
Gianni Alemanno cruised to victory
in the late April mayoral race, capping
a dramatic shift rightward in Italy that
had greatly accelerated just two weeks
earlier with the general election.
Supporters heralded Alemanno’s
win with fascist straight-arm salutes
and enthusiastic calls of “Duce! Duce!”
—the title that fascist dictator Benito
Mussolini bestowed on himself. The
new mayor has vowed to destroy all ille-
gal Romani (gypsy) camps and to work
toward the eradication of legal ones. He
also promised to expel immediately all
immigrants who have broken the law.
Alemanno rode a wave of anti-immi-
grant sentiment fueled by the murder
last year of a Roman housewife. A
Romanian gypsy was arrested.
Alemanno’s success closely followed
Silvio Berlusconi’s election as prime
minister. The wealthy media mogul had
previously led Italy but lost a re-election
bid in 2006.

Berlusconi has filled his cabinet with
ministers from the Northern League, a
fierce opponent of immigration, and the
National Alliance, which is descended
from the Fascist Party. Among those
named to his cabinet is Mara Carfagna, a
runner-up in the 1997 Miss Italy beauty
contest. The former topless model has
made it clear she’s no friend to gays and
lesbians, whom she’s called “constitu-
tionally sterile.” She will occupy the post
of equal opportunity minister.

“It’s a very conservative cabinet,
which certainly has its thuggish ele-
ments,” James Walston, a lecturer
on Italian politics at the American
University in Rome, told The Scotsman.
“What it shows is how the Right is
beginning a return across Europe.”

Responding to fears about rising
crime, Italy’s new government is crack-
ing down on immigration — a move that
especially affects the country’s thou-
sands of Roma. A July 2008 report from
a coalition of human rights organiza-
tions cited instances of state-sponsored
discrimination against the Roma,
including police abuse and fingerprint-
ing for monitoring purposes. The report
also asserted that racist attacks on the

Roma had “reached new and astound-
ing proportions in recent months.”

In May, for instance, Roma in a camp
outside Naples fled after a 60-person
mob pelted their homes with Molotov
cocktails.

Meanwhile, Italian Roberto Fiore has
won a seat in the European Parliament,
which represents all citizens living
in the European Union. Fiore served
nine years in prison for his role in the
deadly 1980 bombing of a Bologna
train station and is “absolutely the
most extreme person who has ever
served in the European Parliament,”
Glyn Ford, a fellow Parliament mem-
ber, told the Telegraph of London. In
the ultimate irony, Fiore is a member of
the European Parliament’s Committee
on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home
Affairs, which is charged with ensur-
ing “citizens rights, human rights and
fundamental rights, including the pro-
tection of minorities.”

Officials Remove Children
After Swastika Incident

Canadian officials removed two young
children from their home this spring
after one of them showed up at school
with a swastika drawn on her arm.

The case has raised questions about
the government’s right to take custody
of children solely because of the hateful
beliefs of their parents. The children’s
mother, a self-described white national-
ist who wears a swastika necklace, was
still fighting at press time for the return
of her children, who were staying with
relatives.

It all began when the woman’s
7-year-old daughter arrived at her
Winnipeg elementary school with vari-
ous racist symbols and words drawn in
permanent marker on her body, includ-
ing a swastika, “Aryan Pride,” and
“14/88. The latter notation refers to a
14-word white nationalist catchphrase
— “We must secure the existence of
our people and a future for white chil-
dren” — while 88 is neo-Nazi code for
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“Heil Hitler.” After being summoned
to the girl’s school, caseworkers and
police took her 2-year-old brother from
their parent’s apartment. According to
court documents cited in the Winnipeg
Free Press, Manitoba Child and Family
Services feared that “the children may
be at risk due to the parents’ behav-

ior and associates. The parents might
endanger the emotional well-being of
the children.”

In addition, court documents stated
that the girl had missed more than a
month’s worth of school because, she
said, her parents didn’t get up in time to
take her. Drug and alcohol use at home
was also cited as a concern.

The mother told CBC News that she
regretted redrawing the
swastika on her daughter’s
arm after a teacher removed
it, though she defended her
belief in “white pride.”

Prominent extremists
have rushed to the parents’
defense, including Canadian
Paul Fromm, who lost his
teaching certificate because
of his white supremacist
activities and now heads
the Canadian Association
for Free Expression. The
Aryan Nations, a U.S. neo-
Nazi group, has also vowed
to provide assistance to ensure the chil-
dren are reunited with their parents.

UKRAINE/RUSSIA

Racist Violence Up Again
in Ukraine, Russia

Hate crimes in Ukraine have risen
dramatically in the past 18 months,
according to human rights groups and
an Associated Press report.

Sixty racist attacks — six of them
fatal — occurred in the former Soviet
republic in 2007, according to Amnesty
International. In the first three months
of 2008, the group reported 29 racist
attacks, including two killings. That’s up
from 12 racist attacks in 2006 and five
in 2005, the AP reported. In its travel

information, the U.S. State Department
advises caution because of an increase
in violence directed at non-Europeans
and religious minorities.

Government officials refuse to
acknowledge the full scope of the
problem or to protect those likely
to experience racial attacks, a 2008
Amnesty report states.

The Associated Press reported that
Ukrainian skinheads are likely getting
inspiration and help from similar groups
in neighboring Russia, where racist vio-
lence is even more pronounced. In June,
a gang was charged with 20 racially
motivated murders committed over
eight months in Moscow. The gang —
which consisted of skinheads in their

teens and early 20s — targeted people
who did not look Slavic.

Also in Russia, one victim of a grisly
neo-Nazi double murder has been iden-
tified by his family. Shamil Odamanov
is believed to be the man beheaded in a
video depicting the killing of two eth-
nic minorities. The three-minute video
surfaced last August on several Russian
ultranationalist Web sites and high-
lighted Russia’s enormous problem with
race-based violence. Called “Operation
of the National-Socialist Party of Russia
to Arrest and Execute Two Colonists
from Dagestan and Tajikistan,” the video
opens with sounds of machine-gun fire
and shows two men bound and gagged
beneath a swastika flag. The man identi-
fied as Odamanov is decapitated with a
knife, while the second man is shot.

Racist British Fugitives
Arrested in U.S.

Two men fled to the United States after
they were found guilty in England of
publishing Holocaust denial and racist
tracts online, including writings by the
former head of the American Nazi Party.

Simon Sheppard and Stephen Whittle
were believed to be in the custody of
U.S. immigration officials after being
arrested at the Los Angeles airport. A
spokeswoman for Humberside Police
in England told the Yorkshire Post that
police were speaking with immigration
officials to confirm the men’s identities.

Police began searching for the men
when they failed to show up at Leeds
Crown Court in Yorkshire on July 14. A
jury convicted Sheppard of 11 counts of
publishing racially inflammatory writings,
returning two of the verdicts after he’d
absconded. Whittle was found guilty of
five counts of publishing racist material.

While the men had argued that their
materials were satirical, the prosecu-
tor said they held profoundly racist and
anti-Semitic views. Sheppard was previ-
ously imprisoned in the Netherlands in
1995 for Holocaust denial and was sen-
tenced in 1999 to nine months in prison
for anti-Jewish leafleting, according to
Searchlight, a magazine that covers the
far right in Europe.

The writings published on
Sheppard’s website, the Heretical Press,
drew 4,000 visitors a day. They included
“Tales of the Holohoax,” a comic strip
denying the Holocaust, as well as the
articles “Auschwitz: The Holiday Camp
for Kikes” and “Evil Zionist Kikes.”
Other racist articles were written by the
late American Nazi Party leader George
Lincoln Rockwell, including “Coon-ard
Lines Boat Ticket to Africa.”

Like many bigots, Sheppard and
Whittle published their material on
servers housed in the United States to
avoid prosecution under British laws
prohibiting publication of materials
intended to incite racial hatred. The fact
that they were still convicted has shaken
British racists, Searchlight reported. A
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Dancing With The Devil

An informant describes two years with the
Aryan Nations, where he uncovered an
assassination plot against SPLC co-founder

Morris Dees

Into the Devil's Den: How an FBI
Informant Got Inside the Aryan Nations
and a Special Agent Got Him Out Alive
By Dave Hall and Tym Burkey, with
Katherine Ramsland

New York: Ballantine Books, 2008
$25.00 (hardback)

THE MOST INTRIGUING CHARACTER
among the rogue’s gallery of racist skin-
heads, bikers, dope fiends, gunrunners,
Klansmen, informants and feds who
inhabit this oral history true-life thriller
isn’t co-author Dave Hall, who infiltrated
the Aryan Nations at the behest of the FBIL.
It’s the devil himself, in the human form
of Harold “Ray” Redfeairn, aka Pastor Ray,
the schizophrenic, murderous cokehead
who ran the Ohio branch of the Aryan
Nations in the mid-to-late 1990s, when
the once-powerful neo-Nazi organization
was at the height of its power.

Redfeairn in early 1997 was a regu-
lar at Tke’s, a biker bar in Dayton, Ohio,
controlled by the Outlaws, a notori-
ous motorcycle gang. It was the kind
of place where, as Hall puts it, “Almost
every day, some biker broad was run-
ning around naked or someone else was
getting the hell beat out of ’em.”

Sporting his trademark priest’s col-
lar, Redfeairn, a self-styled pastor of
Christian Identity (the radical theol-
ogy that claims Jews are biologically
descended from Satan and was prac-
ticed at the Aryan Nations), was in his
element at Ike’s, delivering cocaine-fu-
eled, hate-filled tirades against Jews and
“muds.” Unfortunately for Pastor Ray,
Hall was equally at home in this beer
and blood-soaked milieu.

A 6-foot-4-inch, 350-pound, hard-
drinking, heavily tattooed former biker

who counted several members of the
Outlaws as good friends, Hall had
agreed to become an FBI informant and
attempt to gain Redfeairn’s confidence
in order to avoid prison after pleading
guilty to distributing marijuana.

Alternating chronologically between
the first-person accounts of Hall and
his FBI handler, Special Agent Tym
Burkey, Into the Devil’s Den provides a
richly detailed, step-by-step account of
Hall’s rapid rise through the ranks of the
Aryan Nations, from his first meeting
with Redfeairn at Ike’s to his attending
the Aryan Nations World Congress in
1998 at the AN compound outside Coeur
d’Alene, Idaho, where he was assigned
front-gate guard duty.

Along the way, Hall repeatedly
attends Christian Identity church ser-
vices led by Redfeairn. They’re held in a
dilapidated building near Dayton where
an Israeli flag is used as a doormat and
portraits of Adolf Hitler are hung in
places of honor side-by-side with paint-
ings of Jesus Christ.

Other stops on his journey include a
neo-Nazi wedding officiated by Pastor
Ray, at which the newlyweds embrace in
front of a giant flaming swastika, and, most
importantly, the rural Kentucky head-
quarters of the Imperial Klans of America
(IKA), where Hall uncovers a plot to assas-
sinate Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC) co-founder Morris Dees. The plot-
ters were enraged that Dees and SPLC had
just filed a lawsuit against Aryan Nations
and its leader. Ultimately, thanks to Hall’s
and Burkey’s work, the would-be assassin
was arrested as he prepared to head south
to carry out his plans in April 1999.

In his account of that assassination
plot, Hall writes that he suspected that

the leader of

IKA, Imperial Wizard
Ron Edwards, was involved. Edwards was
never charged in the case. (As it happens,
the SPLC filed a suit in 2007 against the
IKA and Edwards, on behalf of a teenage
youth who was beaten by IKA members
at a county fair. The trial is scheduled for
November.)

An interesting aspect of the book is its
account of Hall’s struggles to maintain
his own identity and his risking addiction
to pills and booze in trying to chemically
soothe his chronically jangled nerves.

He suffers from nightmares and endures
several harrowing moments during his
two and a half years under cover.

While the story arc of Into the Devil’s
Den follows a well-worn path—the
undercover operative finds a way in,
loses a part of himself, then emerges
damaged but victorious — its setting is
not the mafia, a terrorist cell or a nar-
cotics ring, but a strange and terrifying
subculture in which hatred and para-
noia are valued character traits and a
maniac like Redfeairn is treated with
reverence by mindless followers.

Hall’s knack for recollecting the finer
points of his many white-knuckled inter-
actions with the late Pastor Ray, who died
of a heart attack in 2003, bring a nasty
piece of work back to life. It feels at times
as if Redfeairn could almost leap off the
page and stick a 45 in the reader’s face.

The devil, in this book, truly is in the
details.

—David Holthouse
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Attacking the 14th Amendment

A key opponent of ‘birthright citizenship’ claims that the courts
have misinterpreted the Constitution. But he’s wrong

BY RHONDA BROWNSTEIN

IN ALMOST EVERY SESSION OF CONGRESS
he has been part of since 1995, U.S. Rep.
Brian Bilbray (R-Calif.) has unsuccess-
fully sponsored a law that aims to deny
American citizenship to children born
in the United States of non-citizen par-
ents. His persistence is not a surprise:
Bilbray is a former lobbyist for the
Federation for American Immigration
Reform (FAIR), a right-wing, anti-im-
migrant group that paid him almost
$300,000 to lobby on its behalf between
2002 and 2005, and has headed the
hard-line Congressional Immigration
Reform Caucus since early last year. The
current version of Bilbray’s perennially
losing legislation is called the Birthright
Citizenship Act of 2007.

Still, it seems strange
that Rep. Bilbray would
sponsor such a bill, given
that his own mother was
anon-citizen. But Bilbray
carved out an exception
that would conveniently
apply to him — that a child
born in the U.S. is consid-
ered a citizen so long as
at least one parentis (1) a
citizen; (2) a lawful per-
manent resident; or (3)
in active military service.
Bilbray’s father was a U.S.
citizen.

Even if Bilbray could
manage to get his bill
enacted into law, it would
almost certainly be struck
down as unconstitu-
tional. The Fourteenth
Amendment to the United
States Constitution states:
“All persons born or nat-
uralized in the United
States, and subject to the

jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the
United States and the State wherein
they reside.” It would take a constitu-
tional amendment, not a mere act of
Congress, to deny citizenship to those
born on U.S. soil.

Bilbray claims that his bill is sim-
ply advancing an interpretation of the
Fourteenth Amendment — as Congress
is permitted to do under its power to
enact laws to enforce the Constitution
— rather than proposing a change
that would require the very difficult
and extended process of amending
the Constitution. The crux of his tor-
tured argument is that the Fourteenth
Amendment clause “subject to the juris-

diction thereof” denies citizenship to
American-born children whose parents
“owe allegiance to another country.” Not
surprisingly, Bilbray is not specific about
what that phrase means.

But as the nonpartisan Congressional
Research Service found: “Although
the primary aim of the Fourteenth
Amendment was to secure citizenship
for African Americans, the debates on
the citizenship provisions of the Civil
Rights Act of 1866 and the Fourteenth
Amendment indicate that they were
intended to extend U.S. citizenship to
all persons born in the U.S. and subject
to its jurisdiction, regardless of race,
ethnicity, or alienage of the parents”
(emphasis added).

Though some senators raised
concerns about the amend-
ment creating a large influx of
Chinese immigrants, they ulti-
mately concluded that the
children of immigrants from
any country would be U.S. citi-
zens so long as they were born
in the United States. (The sen-
ators debating the amendment
believed that it did not, however,
grant citizenship to American
Indians, who were subject to the
jurisdiction of their own tribes.)

More than a century of case
law backs this reading of the
amendment. In 1898, in the case
of United States v. Wong Kim Ark,
the Supreme Court declared that
a child born in the United States
was a citizen, even though his
parents were Chinese aliens who
were ineligible for naturaliza-
tion. The high court explicitly
rejected the argument Bilbray
and FAIR continue to make

CONTINUED ON PAGE 64
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FOR THE RECORD

INCIDENTS OF APPARENT HATE CRIMES AND HATE GROUP ACTIVITIES LISTED IN FOR THE RECORD ARE

drawn primarily from media sources. These incidents include only a fraction of the approximately
191,000 reported and unreported hate crimes that a 2005 government report estimated occur an-
nually. This listing carries a selection of incidents from the second quarter of 2008 (any additional

listings may be found on the Intelligence Project’s website at www.intelligenceproject.org.)

ALABAMA

Hanceville ® June 25, 2008

The words “Black is Death” were
spray-painted on a black man’s
residence.

ARIZONA

Mesae® April 4, 2008

A Mormon missionary was beaten
by two masked people who
shouted obscenities and made ref-
erences to his faith.

Phoenix = May 3, 2008

Two Mormon youths were alleg-
edly beaten by two teens, ages 15
and 16, who fired a pellet gun at
the youths and yelled anti-Mor-
mon remarks. The two teens,
both bearing swastika marks on
their wrists, were charged with
suspicion of aggravated assault,
disorderly conduct and underage
drinking.

CALIFORNIA

Fresno * May 19, 2008

Bradley Smith was convicted of
the federal charge of race-based
interference in connection with

a series of racially motivated
threats against a black man who
moved into Smith’s community of
Modesto. The incidents stretched
from June 2005 to May 2007.
Smith also was convicted of pro-
viding a false statement to an agent
of the FBI.

Lake Elsinore = April 6, 2008
William Nye, 18, and a 16-year-old
were charged with felonious van-
dalism to a place of worship as a
suspected hate crime for allegedly
painting a swastika, the num-
bers “666” and other symbols on

a church.

Oceanside = April 7, 2008

Atticus Carr, 19, and Desmond
Woody, 20, were arrested on suspi-

cion of felony vandalism and hate
crimes after they allegedly spray-
painted racial slurs in the hall of
an apartment complex.

Panorama = May 2, 2008

Two churches and a Jewish cen-
ter were set afire with Molotov
cocktails.

Paramount * May 13, 2008

The number “666” was scrawled
on an apartment door and a racial
epithet was written on a black
family’s door.

Poway @ April 26,2008

White supremacist and anti-Se-
mitic remarks and symbols were
spray-painted on a synagogue.
Redwood City * May 20, 2008
Herbert Santos-Coy, 30, was
charged with assault and a fel-
ony hate crime after he allegedly
attacked his gay neighbors while
making anti-gay comments.
Sacramento * May 15, 2008
Gregory Lee Winfield and Robert
Lee Denor, both 20, and Micah
Jontomo Tasaki, 21, were charged
on suspicion of five felonies,
including two hate crime charges,
for allegedly assaulting a gay man
and his cousin.

San Dimas = April 22, 2008
Aaron Mark Duggan, 27, was
charged with attempted murder
as a hate crime after he allegedly
stabbed an Asian man who was
walking on a junior high school
track with a friend. A 15-year-

old boy was also charged with
attempted murder as a hate crime,
two counts of assault and one
count of battery in connection
with the incident.

Santa Cruz = April 29,2008
Anti-Semitic graffiti depicting the
Star of David resting between the

World Trade Center towers as an
airplane approaches was scrawled
on a wall outside a classroom at
Oakes College.

Santa Cruz = May 6, 2008
Anti-Semitic graffiti depicting

the images of the Star of David
between what appears to be the
World Trade Center towers was
found on a stall in a men’s rest-
room at Porter College.

Trinidad » May 10, 2008

Collin Gregory Roczey, 18, and
Kevin Scott Wallace, 35, were
arrested for allegedly beating a
Latino man in a beach parking lot
while yelling racial slurs.
COLORADO

Arapahoe *® June 19, 2008

A teen was arrested for allegedly
painting swastikas on the garage
door of a Jewish family whose son
was harassed in middle school
because of his religion. The teen
faces charges of ethnic intimida-
tion and criminal mischief.
Boulder * May 11, 2008

Swastikas were drawn on the front
door of a Jewish family’s residence
and a steak knife and a letter pro-
moting suicide were left at the
back door of the residence.
CONNECTICUT

Southington = June 23,2008
Daniel Forgione and Alex Uliasz,
both 18, were charged with dese-
cration of property, a hate crime,
criminal mischief and breach of
peace after they allegedly spray-
painted satanic symbols, swastikas
and obscene remarks on a church.
DELAWARE

New Castle » April 4, 2008

Two white brothers, Lloyd Walker
and David Walker, were charged
with assault and committing hate

crimes after they allegedly fol-
lowed a black teenager off a bus
and stabbed him in the back while
yelling racial slurs.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington = April 20, 2008
About 30 members of the neo-
Nazi National Socialist Movement
marched near the Capitol.
FLORIDA

Bradenton = April 25, 2008

A Jewish synagogue was vandal-
ized and burglarized for the third
time in four days.

Lakewood Ranch = May 5, 2008
A swastika was painted on the
front door of a Jewish man’s
residence.

Miami » April 30,2008

Swastikas were spray-painted

on a synagogue two days before
the Jewish observance of

Yom HaShoah, or Holocaust
Remembrance Day.

Tallahassee * May 23, 2008
Charles Marovskis, 29, a member
of the white supremacist Tampa
Blood and Honour, pleaded
guilty to two federal charges of
murder in racketeering in con-
nection with the 1998 deaths of
two homeless men. Prosecutors
allege Tampa Blood and Honour
planned to participate in a race
war where they would kill people
they deemed inferior.

HAWAII

Hilo = May 21, 2008

Drosstain Edward Pua, Isaac

K. Alani, Wyatt Kimo Alani Jr.,
Richard Aliiloa Kaleaohano Jr. and
Thomas Kaupu were all indicted
on charges that included sec-
ond-degree assault, third-degree
assault and terroristic threaten-
ing after they allegedly attacked a

group of nine campers because of
their perceived race.

ILLINOIS

Champaign = April 12, 2008
Benjamin Vanasdlen, 18, was
charged with a felony hate crime
after he allegedly yelled slurs about
a man’s perceived sexual orienta-
tion and pushed the man down,
causing him to strike his head.
Chicago ® June 9, 2008
Mahmoud Alkhazaleh, 53, was
charged with a hate crime, aggra-
vated battery and vehicle invasion
after he and his three sons alleg-
edly pulled a white man out of a
car, hit him and called him a racial
slur. His sons, Ala, 27, Ali, 23, and
Ahmad, 20, were charged with
aggravated battery and vehicle
invasion.

INDIANA

Elkhart = May 2, 2008

A cross was burned at a interracial
couple’s residence.

IOWA

Mason City * May 10, 2008

A sign containing racial slurs was
left at a black family’s residence.
Justin Hanson, 20, who said he
was starting a local chapter of

the neo-Nazi Free People’s Party,
was charged with third-degree
harassment.

LOUISIANA

Alexandria = April 25,2008
Jeremiah Munsen, 18, pleaded
guilty to a federal hate crime for
his role in using nooses to threaten
marchers who participated in the
“Jena Six” civil rights rally.

Baton Rouge = April 1, 2008
Joshua Steven Hill, who is white,
allegedly yelled racial slurs at a
black man and assaulted him out-
side his apartment complex.
MASSACHUSETTS

Boston * May 22, 2008

Kevin Cann Jr., 25, pleaded guilty
to making a false statement to a
federal agent who was investigat-
ing religiously motivated E-mail
threats sent to a Jewish teen. Cann
was placed on three years’ pro-

bation, fined $750 and ordered to
tour the Holocaust Museum.
Marshfield = June 11, 2008
Michael R. Anderson, Jay P.
Rains and Amanda L. Kelly, all
19, and Kevin P. Shdeed, 17, face
hate-crime and assault charges
for allegedly beating and stab-
bing a black man while yelling
racial slurs.

Quincy = April 3, 2008

Ruben Chavis Jr., 40, was charged
with indecent assault and battery
and a hate crime after he allegedly
assaulted a black woman on a bus,
then called her a racial epithet.
Worcester = April 4,2008

Roger P. West, 67, was arraigned on
charges of assault and battery and
breaking and entering with intent
to commit a misdemeanor after
he, his daughter and his son alleg-
edly forced their way into a man’s
residence, struck him and used
anti-gay epithets. Penny G. West
and Roger P. West were arraigned
on a charge of assault with intent
to intimidate.

MINNESOTA

Rochester * May 22, 2008

Three teens were charged with bias
crimes, including gross misdemeanor
harassment, after they allegedly
yelled racial slurs and spit on a per-
son outside an Islamic center.
MISSOURI

Kansas City * May 17, 2008
Steven Sandstrom, a 22-year-old
white man, was sentenced to life
in prison after being convicted on
charges of murder, firearms vio-
lations and witness tampering for
his involvement in the death of

a black man, William McCay, in
March 2005. Gary Eye, a 21-year-
old white man, was also sentenced
earlier in the week to life in prison
for acting as the triggerman in
McCay’s murder.

NEVADA

Carson City * May 6, 2008
Matthew Cole Martin, 18, was
placed on probation and ordered
to pay restitution after he admit-

ted defacing buildings in March
with graffiti that advocated
white supremacy and violence
against Latinos.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Hillsboro = April 25,2008

A 13-year-old, two 15-year-olds
and two 16-year-olds were charged
with criminal mischief for alleg-
edly spray-painting swastikas, hate
speech and profanity on an ele-
mentary school, a middle school
and a playground.

NEW JERSEY

Hightstown =* May 5, 2008
Garrett Green, 18, pleaded not
guilty to aggravated assault, bias
intimidation, arson and criminal
mischief after he allegedly set fire
to a Sikh student’s turban.
Jackson = May 19, 2008

Two 16-year-olds were charged
with bias intimidation in a juvenile
delinquency complaint after they
allegedly assaulted a black man.
Parsippany ® June 21,2008
William Herdman, 28, was
charged with criminal mischief
and bias intimidation after he
allegedly drove twice through a
fence at an Indian man’s residence
because of the man’s ethnicity.
NEW MEXICO

Farmington = May 13, 2008

Scott Thompson, 22, was con-
victed of kidnapping and
aggravated battery for attacking

a man who Thompson believed
was gay.

NEW YORK

Brooklyn = April 1, 2008
Swastikas were painted on several
houses in a predominantly Jewish
neighborhood.

Brooklyn = May 1, 2008

The first black Surrogate Court
judge received a letter contain-
ing death threats against her and
her son.

Brooklyn = May 12, 2008

Several black children allegedly
threw rocks at a school bus full

of Jewish children on their way
home from yeshiva, breaking the

bus’ windows.

Brooklyn = May 16, 2008

Two black teens, Namor Clarke,
17, and Basean Parker, 14, were
arrested for allegedly beating a
Jewish youth.

Flushing = June 9, 2008

A 12-year-old Sikh student’s

hair was sheared by a classmate
because of the student’s religion.
Hauppauge ®= April 23,2008
Louis C. Erali, 44, was charged
with second-degree reck-

less endangerment, first-degree
harassment and second-degree
and third-degree menacing, all
classified as bias crimes, for alleg-
edly taunting and yelling racial
slurs at a black driver who passed
him on the road.

Lawrence ® June 3, 2008
Neo-Nazi graffiti was spray-
painted on the side of a
Jewish-owned store.

New York City = April 14, 2008
Two men wearing yarmulkes
allegedly sprayed a black man
with Mace and hit him with a
nightstick.

New York City = April 25, 2008
Two white men allegedly yelled
racial epithets at a black man who
was with his white girlfriend and
threatened to attack the couple.
Norwich = April 9, 2008

A Jewish center was vandal-
ized. Three boys, 13 and 14, were
charged with burglary, criminal
mischief and conspiracy.

Yonkers * May 23, 2008

Chalk pictures depicting a black
man, the words “Dead Negro”
and “Hate Crime” and a German
phrase were drawn on a sidewalk.
Yorktown = April 10, 2008
Barbara J. Nokaj, 18, Michelle L.
Bushell, 17, and a 15-year-old teen
were charged with third-degree
burglary for drawing a swastika on
the wall of a synagogue.

NORTH DAKOTA

Grand Forks = April 11,2008

A Jewish student at the University
of North Dakota allegedly was
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harassed by a group of fellow stu-
dents who used racial slurs and
obscenities and drew swastikas in
the stairwell of the dorm where
the student lives.

OHIO

Athens = June 6, 2008

Edward Mahony, a white student
at Ohio University, was expelled
for allegedly shouting racial slurs
at two black women in the campus
library and threatening to hit one
of the women.

Columbus = April 10, 2008

David Tuason, 46, was indicted for
allegedly threatening to blow up
the U.S. Supreme Court and target-
ing black men known to associate
with white women, well-known
white women who had relation-
ships with black men, and children
of mixed-race parents, by sending
approximately 200 threats, by mail

and E-mail, over a 20-year span.
OREGON

Medford = May 26, 2008

David Moss, 37, and Devin
Klausseger, 28, were charged with
arson, intimidation and possession
of a destructive device after they
allegedly burned a cross and the
letters “KKK” into the yard of a
Jamaican-born man and his family.
Salem = April 10, 2008

Swastikas were drawn on a Jewish
temple.

PENNSYLVANIA

Conemaugh = May 17, 2008
Arthur D. Moss, a 22-year-old
white man, and Shawn E. Lewis,

a 20-year-old black man, were
charged with simple assault, crim-
inal mischief, disorderly conduct,
four counts of terrorist threats and
four counts of ethnic intimidation
after they allegedly shouted anti-

ATTACKING THE 14TH AMENDMENT CONTINUED FROM PAGE 61

— that the Chinese citizenship of his parents made a child
“subject to the jurisdiction of” China. The court also rejected
Bilbray’s claim that Congress has the power to alter the defi-
nition of citizenship, stating that the Fourteenth Amendment
“has conferred no authority upon Congress to restrict the effect
of birth, declared by the Constitution to constitute a sufficient
and complete right to citizenship.”

Bilbray likes to cite the 1884 Supreme Court case of Elk v.
Wilkins, which denied citizenship to a Native American. But
the Court’s analysis in EIk — which was later overturned by
statute — was completely different. In EIk, the Court held that
American Indians who had not been naturalized by treaty
were not citizens because they were members of an inde-
pendent political community to whom they still owed their
immediate allegiance, and were therefore not subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States. American Indians later
became citizens through various statutes and treaties, cul-
minating in the Nationality Act of 1940, which declared all
American Indians born in the United States to be U.S. citizens.

Most Americans agree that sensible immigration reform is
needed. But Bilbray and the interest groups that support him —
members of the board of directors of FAIR, which also seeks to
dismantle the Fourteenth Amendment, gave him some $10,000
in campaign contributions in 2006 — are seeking to overturn a
fundamental right long ago accorded to those born in our coun-
try. Reforming a broken immigration system does not require
punishing innocent children for the infractions of their undoc-
umented parents, most of whom came to this country merely to

seek a better life. A

white remarks and threats at the
white occupants of a car.

Fayette City = April 19, 2008
Rickey Alan Moore Jr., 27, was
charged with ethnic intimidation
for allegedly attacking a black man
because of his race. Randy Carl
Moore, 30, was charged with
aggravated assault in connection
with the incident.

Pittsburgh = April 15, 2008

More than a dozen shots were
fired at the home of the town’s for-
mer mayor, who also is a longtime
civil rights activist.

Port Richmond = May 17, 2008
Fliers from the racist Keystone
State Skinheads were distributed.
Wilkes-Barre = April 6, 2008

A white bed sheet reading
“Preserve Our Heritage” and pro-
moting the racist Keystone State

Skinheads was hung from a bridge.

RHODE ISLAND

Bristol = April 15,2008

Racist messages were scrawled

on the cars of two students and
posted on a dormitory wall at
Roger Williams University.
TENNESSEE

Jackson = April 15,2008

Racial epithets about black people
and the phrase “white power” were
written inside a vacant rental house.
Knoxville = June 7, 2008

An upside-down cross was found
set afire at the end of a biracial
family’s driveway.

Memphis ® June 17, 2008

A transgender woman was alleg-
edly beaten by a police officer
inside a police station.

Selmer = April 5, 2008

Three to four dozen members of the
Mississippi White Knights and the
Georgia Knight Riders held a rally.
TEXAS

Placedo = April 21,2008
Anti-Mormon graffiti and threats
were drawn on a Mormon family’s
residence, car and garage.

UTAH

West Jordan = May 30, 2008

A burning soda can full of gasoline

was thrown through the window
of a Catholic church.

VERMONT

Brattleboro ® June 23, 2008
Larry Pratt Jr., 17, was charged
with aggravated stalking with a
deadly weapon and disorderly
conduct — both motivated by
the victim’s race — and reckless
endangerment and giving false
information to a police offi-
cer, after he allegedly shouted
racial slurs at a group of black
teenagers and threatened to
shoot them. Pratt allegedly is a
member of a hate group called
the Nigger Hating Redneck
Association.

Montpelier = April 24, 2008
Connor Dwyer, 18, and Robert
Plunkett, 21, face multiple charges,
including burglary, after they
allegedly etched swastikas into the
powder left by a discharged fire
extinguisher in August.
WASHINGTON

Bellingham = May 15, 2008

A racial slur was spray-painted on
a black man’s vehicle.

Seattle = April 1,2008

Jason Roan, 28, and Richard Miles,
46, were charged with malicious
harassment for allegedly yelling
racist insults while beating and
robbing a man.

Seattle = April 10, 2008

Daniel P. Haas, 25, was charged
with malicious harassment for
allegedly making racist com-
ments to a group of toddlers and
attacking a schoolteacher with

a brick.

WISCONSIN

Madison = April 27, 2008

Three swastikas and the words
“die Jew” were drawn on a
synagogue.

Platteville = May 3, 2008

Four men allegedly yelled anti-gay
epithets and attacked a student.
Windsor = April 20, 2008

The letters “KKK” were painted
on an Asian family’s truck and the
vehicle’s interior was set afire. A

FROM WWW.MOO.PT/MUSICA/DJ+GHOST+OF+THE+REICH, PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN

Dancing With the Fiihrer

Racist disc jockeys have come up with a new brand of neo-Nazi
music. But its black and gay roots are proving a problem

BY CASEY SANCHEZ

EARLY LAST OCT. 4, THE RESIDENTS OF

a largely Jewish neighborhood in a sub-
urb of New York City awoke to find

that discs of neo-Nazi music, which
listed contact information for the Aryan
Nations, had been tossed onto their
front yards overnight. One of the tracks
contained samples of Third Reich-era
Hitler speeches layered over jittery
electronic dance beats. Media
coverage referencing that song’s
title produced one of the most
unforgettable media headlines

of 2007: “Hitler’s Dance Mix
Album Left on Yonkers Lawns.”

Rather than a one-off nov-
elty track, “Hitler’s Dance Mix”
represented a new breed of hate
music, one designed for neon-
soaked dance floors rather than
beer-drenched mosh pits. Fans
of the genre are calling it “Nazi
Techno,” and the DJs playing it
have stage names to match: DJ
Adolf, DJ Panzerfaust, DJ-88
(88 is neo-Nazi code for “Heil
Hitler”) and DJ Ghost of the
Reich are just a few examples.

As sworn enemies of blacks,
gays and “race-mixers,” young
neo-Nazis couldn’t have come up with
amore ludicrous soundtrack. Techno
music was popularized in the early
1980s in Chicago and Detroit by DJs
catering to an interracial, gender-
bending potpourri of gay and straight
club-goers who liked to go out dancing,
or “jacking,” until dawn — a scene that
would seem prone to giving neo-Nazis
headaches, if not nightmares. Even so,
young, racist DJs are now making their
own migraine-inducing contributions to
the genre.

So what does Nazi Techno sound like?

First, take distorted bass drum
rhythms and blast them at 180 beats per
minute. Add some synthesizer squelch

and a few ambulance sirens, then top it all
off with a looped clip of the late American
Nazi Party leader George Lincoln
Rockwell declaring, “Our enemy is the
Jews. ... Spit in their eyes.” The result
is DJ-88’s “Boot Party Mix 99,” which is
Nazi Techno’s best-known single.

New York-based DJ Ghost of the
Reich recently released “3rd Reich,”

a DVD music album of what he calls
“National Socialist trance beats,” which
apparently means, “Nazi Techno, but
slower.” Another full-length Nazi Techno
album, DJ Adolf’s “Hatesampler,” fea-
tures dance-floor bangers with titles like
“Hitler’s SS”, “Judentum” (Judaism) and
“Berich Der Warheit” (Realm of Truth).
Its creator posts music videos featuring
the songs on YouTube that combine foot-
age of Nazi concentration camps with
Waffen SS war maneuvers. DJ Adolf

is also the sonic mastermind behind
“Down With Niggers,” a Nazi Techno
track featuring electronic beats mashed
up with the racist country music of
Johnny Rebel.

Although one of DJ Adolf’s videos,
“Hitler Party,” has been viewed more
than 200,000 times on YouTube, Nazi
Techno is rarely, if ever, played live in
clubs. But it’s having an influence on
commercial “hatecore,” the more tra-
ditional, punk rock-derived music of
racist skinheads.

NSMS88 Records, a hatecore
music company owned and
operated by the neo-Nazi
National Socialist Movement,
recently released an album
titled “Racially Provoked
Attack,” advertising it as “a
new style of music in the vein
of DJ Adolf” According to
NSMS8S, it’s “Industrial Dance
beats collid[ing] with old-
school RAC [Rock Against
Communism] riffs.” “Prepare
for the Race War” and another
song attacking Jews are among
its dozen tracks.

While Nazi Techno for now
remains a primarily online
phenomenon, some of its pro-
ponents have been trying to
change that. “I think it would
be great to have a pro-white
club to play our music. I have been toy-
ing with the thought of hosting a rave,”
“SKINHEAD(ff/88” posted to the online
white nationalist forum Stormfront. “I
would play 100% white techno.”

Since techno was created by black
DJs, that’s a bit like promising to play
“100% white” jazz or hip-hop, which
may be part of the reason why hate-
core concert promoters aren’t exactly
warming up to Nazi Techno. None of the
organizers of major hate rock festivals
like Aryan Fest, Hammerfest and Nordic
Fest have yet seen fit to include a DJ
booth, thus saving the world, at least for
now, from the prospect of jackbooted
skinheads jacking. a
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THE INTELLIGENCE PROJECT

We’re More Than a Magazine...

TRAINING PROGRAMS

The Intelligence Project conducts
FREE trainings for local, state and
federal law enforcement agencies by
request. Our sessions...

* Focus on the history, background,
leaders and activities of far-right
extremists in the U.S,;

* Typically last two to six hours; and
e Are tailored to the requesting
agency’s needs.

For more information, E-mail us

at training@splcenter.org or call
(334) 956-8200 and ask for the Law
Enforcement Training Department.
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INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES
The Intelligence Project has been
tracking hate groups and domestic
extremists for more than 25 years.
Law enforcement officials seeking
investigative support in criminal
cases involving extremism may
call us during normal business
hours at (334) 956-8200 and ask
for Joseph Roy Sr.
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400 Washington Ave
Montgomery, AL 36104

FIGHT .
YOUR e

WEBSITE

www.intelligenceproject.org

The Intelligence Project’s website

offers FREE resources, including...

* An interactive map of hate groups
operating in the U.S,;

« Electronic archives of the Intelligence
Report, 1998-present; and

» Hatewatch Weekly, an electronic
newsletter carrying news stories
about hate group activity and hate
crimes.
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