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Fuel on the Fire
By Mark Potok

for at least two decades — since 
President George H.W. Bush signed 
the Hate Crime Statistics Act on April 
23, 1990 — hate crimes against homo-
sexuals and perceived homosexuals 
have been a matter of national concern. 
Even at a time when most people dis-
approved of homosexuality, Americans 
increasingly supported giving the 
LGBT community the protections 
afforded by hate crime laws.

There’s a reason for that. Study after 
study has found that gays and lesbi-
ans face more violent hate crime than 
any other American minority and that 
the attacks on them are generally far 
more savage than other crimes. The ter-
rible spectacle of Matthew Shepard, 
who was viciously beaten in 1998 and 
left to die in a remote part of Wyoming, 
highlighted the nature of the violence. 
By 1999, a Gallup poll found, 75% of 
Americans thought gays should be cov-
ered by hate crime laws.

Statistics gathered by the FBI have 
only served to confirm the violence that 
homosexuals face every day. Analyzing 
14 years of hate crime data in this issue, 
the Intelligence Report found that gays 
and lesbians are more than twice as 
likely to be attacked in a violent hate 
crime as Jews or blacks; more than four 
times as likely as Muslims; and 14 times 
as likely as Latinos.

Despite this, there are still politi-
cians, pundits and preachers who are 
perfectly willing to pour gasoline on the 

fires of anti-gay prejudice — men and 
women who do not hesitate to defame 
homosexuals, to spread proven false-
hoods about them, even to suggest that 
they should die. The recent rash of sui-
cides of young gays who were bullied or 
outed only seemed to increase the ran-
cor of some of them.

Clint McCance, vice president of 
the Midland School District in north-
ern Arkansas, responded to the teen 
suicides in Facebook postings that 
suggested it would be good “if they 
all commit suicide,” adding that he 
“enjoy[ed] the fact that they often 
give each other aids [sic] and die.” In 
Michigan, assistant state attorney gen-
eral Andrew Shirvell maintained a 
blog just to harass a local gay student 
activist who he called “Satan’s repre-
sentative” and said engaged in “sexual 
escapades at churches and children’s 
playgrounds” and was a “Nazi-like …  
racist.” In Alabama, Supreme Court 

Justice Tom Parker ran a reelection ad 
that said a federal judge who tempo-
rarily ordered the military to accept 
openly gay recruits should be added 
to a list of “America’s biggest security 
threats,” along with Al Qaeda terrorists.

These kinds of comments say more 
about the people who made them than 
the LGBT community. But, as we docu-
ment in this issue, they often reflect or 
stem from false allegations that orig-
inate in the hard core of the anti-gay 
religious right.

No one is trying to force Christians 
or others who believe that homosexu-
ality is wrong to abandon their beliefs. 
But believing that the Bible says homo-
sexuality is a sin is an entirely different 
proposition than lying about gays 
molesting children or suggesting they 
should die. Surely, we can all agree that 
when any minority is demonized and 
attacked, it damages all our hopes for a 
civilized society. s

EDITORIAL

retraction and aPology In the summer 2008 issue of its Intelligence Report, 
the Southern Poverty Law Center reported that Guenter Lewy, a professor emeritus at the 
University of Massachusetts, was part of a network of persons, financed by the Government of 
Turkey, who dispute that the tragic events of World War I constituted an Armenian genocide. 
We now realize that we misunderstood Professor Lewy’s scholarship, were wrong to assert that 
he was part of a network financed by the Turkish Government, and were wrong to assume that 
any scholar who challenges the Armenian genocide narrative necessarily has been financially 
compromised by the Government of Turkey. We hereby retract the assertion that Professor Lewy 
was or is on the Government of Turkey’s payroll.

To our knowledge, Professor Lewy has never sought to deny or minimize the deaths of Arme-
nians in Ottoman Turkey; nor has he sought to minimize the Ottoman regime’s grievous wartime 
miscalculations or indifference to human misery in a conflict earmarked by widespread civilian 
suffering on all sides. What he has argued in his book, The Armenian Massacres in Ottoman Turkey: 
A Disputed Genocide, and elsewhere is that the present historical record does not substantiate a 
premeditated plan by the Ottoman regime to destroy because of ethnicity, religion, or national-
ity, as opposed to deport for political-military reasons, the Armenian population. In this view, he 
is joined by such distinguished scholars as Professor Bernard Lewis of Princeton University. As 
additional troves of archival information come to light, Professor Lewy advocates greater study of 
this contentious subject.

We deeply regret our errors and offer our sincerest apologies to Professor Lewy.
Professor Lewy adds the following comment:
“The SPLC has made important contributions to the rule of law and the struggle against 

bigotry. Thus I took no pleasure in commencing legal action against it. But the stakes, both for my 
reputation as a scholar and for the free and unhindered discussion of controversial topics, were 
compelling. It must be possible to defend views that contradict conventional wisdom without 
being called the agent of a foreign government.”

on the coVer

26 under attack
A recent wave of teenage suicides reflects the continuing war of words — and crim-
inal violence — being waged on homosexuals and other sexual minorities. In fact, 
despite increasing societal acceptance for gay rights, the LGBT community remains, 
by far, the minority most targeted in hate crime attacks. At the hard core of today’s 
anti-gay movement are 19 religious-right organizations (see p. 35).

12 From the ashes
Six years after its leader Matt Hale was 
sent to prison for soliciting the murder 
of a federal judge, the neo-Nazi group 
once known as the World Church of the 
Creator — now renamed The Creativity 
Movement — is showing signs of resur-
gent life. That’s especially clear in 
Montana, where at least eight chapters 
are operating.

15 ‘Willing to Kill?’
Antigovernment “Patriots” who gath-
ered over the summer talked about 
their many enemies in increasingly 
violent terms, discussing ways of tak-
ing on the “New World Order” using a 
“Second Amendment solution.” Patriot 
icon Richard Mack sounded typical as 
he “prayed for the day” when a sheriff 
starts “taking out” IRS agents.

31 10 myths
For three decades, hard-line ele-
ments of the religious right have used a 
series of arguments in a bid to prevent 
the normalization of homosexuals in 
American society, ranging from claims 
about exceptionally high rates of child 
molestation to the charge that gays 
“recruit” children in school and others. 
Trouble is, they’re just not true. 
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laW enForcement  
inquiries Welcomed

The Intelligence Project of 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC) welcomes 
law enforcement inquiries 
regarding right-wing extrem-
ists and hate groups. Please 
direct questions during nor-
mal business hours to Joseph 
Roy Sr. via the SPLC’s general 
number, (334) 956-8200.

17 dark angel
After a tough childhood, Brian Patterson, homeless and penni-
less, was headed for a life of trouble. Then the racist skinhead 
met a mysterious black stranger. 

22 Free radical
We Are Change, a group obsessed with conspiracy theories, has 
tried to project a benign image. But its Los Angeles chieftain sug-
gests a different reality.

24 stopping the sovereigns
With crimes from the “sovereign citizens” movement on the 
rise, the Southern Poverty Law Center produces an officer safety 
video featuring some key players.

43 harmonies of hate
Most Americans conjure up Bob Marley when they think of 
Jamaican music. But the island also produces anti-gay tunes that 
are widely known as “murder music.”

DEPARTMENTS

3 intelligence Briefs
An “Aryan” escapee is charged in a double murder; racist threat-
makers face prison; neo-Nazis help patrol the U.S./Mexican 
border; and other glimpses of extremism.

46 for the record
A sampling of hate crimes and 
hate group activities from the 
third quarter of 2010 is summa-
rized in state-by-state listings.

49 the last word
Sixty-five years after the Allies 
liberated Auschwitz, Carolyn 
Yeager argues the death camp 
was really a well-appointed 
reformatory run by caring 
Germans.

Intelligence Briefs contributors: Larry Keller and Mark Potok

arming for a race war:  
california law officials  
display weapons seized  
in the May arrests.

Se
t

h
 W

en
ig

/A
P 

im
A

g
eS

 (
Sh

A
r

if
);

 S
t

ev
en

 h
ir

Sc
h

/A
P 

im
A

g
eS

 (
en

r
ig

h
t

)

It was national news when a New York 
City cabbie was slashed in August by 
a knife-wielding fare, allegedly for the 
sole reason that he is a Muslim. But that 
incident was merely the most notorious 
in a recent barrage of attacks directed 
at Muslims and their institutions in the 
United States that seems to have been 
partly instigated by the heated contro-
versy surrounding a proposed Islamic 
community center near Ground Zero in 
New York City.

The U.S. Justice Department is inves-
tigating at least five recent anti-Muslim 
incidents in four states, including that 
of the Manhattan cab driver, Ahmed 
Sharif. The Bangladeshi native picked 
up college student Michael Enright on 
Manhattan’s East side, who asked him 

if he was a Muslim, Sharif told author-
ities. When Sharif answered in the 
affirmative, a drunken Enright alleg-
edly pulled out a folding tool with a 
knife and attacked him. Enright — who, 
bizarrely, had spent about six weeks 
in Afghanistan on a project for a group 
that promotes interfaith dialogue — was 

charged with several felonies. Sharif 
suffered a serious neck wound and cuts 
to his arm, face and one hand.

The pace of apparent anti-Muslim  
hate crimes seemed to pick up this year 
after various politicians and groups 
attacked the proposed New York cen-
ter, often using vitriolic language that 
seemed to demonize all Muslims. 
Former House Speaker Newt Gingrich, 
for instance, compared Muslims to 
Nazis, while a group raising money for 
Republicans ran television ads saying 
the “monstrous” planned building was 
intended to “celebrate [the] murder of 
3,000 Americans.”

In fact, the imam behind the planned 
center has repeatedly criticized Muslim 

hate crimes

ground Zero Battle may Be 
stoking anti-muslim Violence

exposing hate: new york city cab driver ahmed 
sharif shows some of the wounds allegedly 
inflicted on him by college student Michael 
enright. the august attack was part of a wave of 
anti-Muslim hate crimes.

Michael enright
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• An arsonist in September torched the 
trunk of a car parked outside an Islamic 
community center in Lafayette, La., that 
belonged to a member of the center. 

• Also in September, a man in 
Fairview Heights, Ill., who had threat-
ened the Muslim community and 
President Obama engaged in a seven-
hour standoff with authorities who 
came to his home to discuss the threats. 
Roman Conaway Jr., who had earlier 
said on Facebook that he planned to 
burn a Koran, was wearing what he said 
was a suicide bomb belt and also had 
two 55-gallon drums he said were filled 
with explosives. No explosives were 
found after he surrendered.

The apparent uptick in anti-Mus-
lim violence followed a general decline 
in such incidents in the years since 
the Sept. 11, 2001, World Trade Center 
attacks. Although the United States 
experienced a 1,700% increase in anti-
Muslim hate crimes immediately after 
9/11, then-President Bush spoke out 
repeatedly against seeing Muslims 
or Arabs as enemies of America. The 
speeches seemed to have a real effect, 
with anti-Muslim hate crimes dropping 
by two thirds in 2002.

This summer, President Obama 
spoke out in a similar vein. But many 
other politicians and anti-Muslim 
groups have not followed suit.

eXtremist crimes

american neo-nazi held 
for six murders in Panama, 
costa rica
A North Carolina neo-Nazi who once 
operated a white supremacist bookstore 
was arrested along with his girlfriend 
this summer on charges of murdering 
five American expatriates in Panama.

William Dathan Holbert and Laura 
Michelle Reese were apprehended on 
July 26 by the Nicaraguan army as they 
attempted to enter the country illegally 
by crossing the San Juan River. A week 
earlier, police in Panama had discov-
ered the body of a woman missing since 
March buried under the back patio of a 

property owned by Holbert in western 
Bocas del Toro province. A second body, 
that of a man, was found nearby.

The week after Holbert and Reese 
were arrested and returned to Panama, 
authorities found the additional bodies 
of a man, his wife and their teenage son 
on the same property. Holbert allegedly 
confessed to murdering all five people 
found there. Since then, a Panamanian 
news outlet has reported that Holbert 
also admitted murdering an American 
lawyer in Costa Rica, where he also 
spent time.

Holbert is from Hendersonville, 
N.C., where he once owned a landscap-
ing business. He later managed a gym 
in Asheville, N.C. Holbert — who sports 
a swastika tattoo on his upper back and 
has “Aryan Pride” inked on one arm — 
joined the neo-Nazi National Alliance 
in 2002. 

In 2005, Holbert opened a busi-
ness called Southern National Patriots 
in Forest City, N.C., which sold books, 
CDs and pamphlets promoting white 
supremacy. He held meetings at the 
shop, where he and others shared their 
views on the demise of Southern white 
culture and advocated for the rights of 
white Southerners.

Later, Holbert filed for bankruptcy 
and moved to the North Carolina coast. 
He allegedly sold a house on Oak Island 
that he didn’t own before he and Reese 
left the state. After being pulled over 
for speeding in a stolen car in Wyoming 
in 2006, the couple apparently fled the 
United States.

Panamanian authorities said that 
Holbert befriended residents in the 
tourist area of Bocas del Toro and killed 
them in order to steal their money and 

properties. He and Reese — who faces 
lesser charges — reportedly were cap-
tured with contracts, deeds and stocks 
from Panamanian companies. 

hate in the mainstream

man accused of shooting 
at Police allegedly  
targeted liberals
Already on parole for bank robbery and 
angry at his government, Byron Williams 
was heavily armed and wearing body 
armor when he was stopped one night in 
July by the California Highway Patrol in 
Oakland for driving erratically. A furious 
shootout followed. Flying glass injured 
two officers, and Williams survived mul-
tiple gunshot wounds. 

Williams later told investigators that 
he had wanted to “start a revolution” by 
“killing people of importance at the Tides 
Foundation and the ACLU,” a police affi-
davit stated. “There is no doubt” that 
Williams was on his way to commit a 
serious crime against an individual or a 
group, based on his body armor and an 
“excessive amount of ammunition,” a 
highway patrol sergeant added.

The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) is widely known. But the Tides 
Foundation? What is it, and how did 
Williams know of it? The San Francisco-
based foundation provides money and 
other services around the world “to 
individuals and institutions committed 
to accelerating positive social change 
through philanthropy,” according to 
its website. Its offshoot organizations 
“work for sustainability, better educa-
tion, solutions to the AIDS epidemic, 
comprehensive immigration reform, 
and human rights,” its CEO said in a 
written statement.

It’s not definitively known what 
caused Williams to target the Tides 
Foundation, which is little known to the 
general public. But, as it turns out, the 
foundation had been attacked verbally  
on repeated occasions by Glenn Beck of  
Fox News, who sees Tides as a sinister  
organization, hell-bent on destroying cap-
italism. A review by the liberal watchdog 
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hATE IN ThE MAINSTREAM

“A little boy said to his mother, ‘Mommy, how come I’m black 
and you’re white.’ His mother replied, ‘Don’t even go there, 
Barack! From what I can remember about that party, you’re 
lucky you don’t bark!’”

– Wilton Manors, Fla., Police Chief richard e. PereZ, in an E-mail forwarded on July 23 to department 
officials that was one of a series filled with racial and ethnic slurs that resulted in his 30-day suspension 

“Where can I get that Wyoming printed instruction manual?”
– Montana Big Sky Tea Party Association President tim raVndal, in a July 23 Facebook exchange 

in which he seemed to endorse the hanging of gays like Matthew Shepard, who was attacked and 
left to die in Wyoming. Ravndal apologized but was ejected from the group

“I was … telling them about a group of homosexual millionaires 
who for years have been working secretly to change the society 
of America … so that there will be freedom and equality for 
everyone.”

– Oklahoma State Rep. sally Kern (R), at the aug. 7 Southwest Radio Ministries’ Wake Up 
America! conference, in comments that suggested that equality was bad but that she later  

said referred only to “special rights” for gays, such as marriage

“If you’re that hypersensitive about color and don’t have a sense 
of humor, don’t marry out of your race.”
– Host laura schlessinger, on the aug. 10 radio show syndicated by Talk Radio Network, while 

berating a black caller who questioned her saying “nigger” 11 times on the air in response to the 
caller’s questions about racist comments made by her white husband’s friends. Schlessinger later 

apologized and said she would end her show in December

“Homosexuals are defined by one characteristic and one 
characteristic only: they want to use the anal cavity for sex.”

– Bryan Fischer, director of issue analysis for government and public policy at the American 
Family Association, in a Sept. 22 blog post at RenewAmerica.com

“[E]verybody who runs CNN … and a lot of people who run all 
the other networks are a lot like [Comedy Central host Jon] 
Stewart. And to imply that somehow, they, the people in the 
country who are Jewish, are an oppressed minority? Yeah.”
– CNN host ricK sancheZ, on the sept. 30 edition of Sirius XM’s “Stand Up With Pete Dominick,” 

suggesting that Jews run the television media in comments that resulted in his firing the next day

“[Slavery] started small, and it started with seemingly innocent 
ideas. … It didn’t come over in a ship to begin with as an evil 
slave trade. The government began to regulate things. ... That’s 
how slavery began.” 

– Fox News host glenn BecK, in Oct. 1 comments on his Premiere Radio Networks show,  
suggesting that “government” regulation is worse than the early slave trade

quotes on this page were compiled from media accounts,  web pages,  e -mail groups 
 and media matters for america ,  a  website that monitors the far right.

extremism and won major awards for his 
interfaith work. He gave trainings and 
speeches for the Bush Administration’s 
State Department and the FBI.

Among the other recent anti-Muslim 
incidents, in chronological order:

• A pipe bomb detonated in May at 
a mosque in Jacksonville, Fla., while 
about 60 people were inside. A small fire 
erupted in the rear of the building, but 
nobody was hurt. A month earlier, a man 
had entered the same mosque, shouting 
anti-Muslim epithets.

• A fire in July destroyed playground 
equipment at an Islamic center in 
Arlington, Texas. Vandals have also cut 
copper tubing and spray-painted porno-
graphic graffiti at the mosque.

• A brick was thrown at the Madera 
Islamic Center in California in August, 
where signs left behind read, “Wake up 
America, the enemy is here,” and “No 
temple for the god of terrorism.”

• The same month, in Murfreesboro, 
Tenn., an arsonist damaged construc-
tion equipment at the site of a planned 
mosque that had drawn protests. 

• Also in August, five teenagers were 
arrested for shouting obscenities dur-
ing Ramadan services outside a mosque 
in Carlton, N.Y. One of the worshippers 
was clipped by a sports utility vehicle 
during a confrontation with the teens 
and injured slightly. One of the teens 
also was charged with firing a shotgun 
outside the mosque three days earlier. 

stoking the flames: former house speaker newt 
gingrich, one of many politicians who criticized 
a proposed islamic center in new york city, 
compared Muslims to nazis.

laura Michelle reese and 
william dathan holbert
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group Media Matters for America found 
that between Jan. 19, 2009 — when 
Beck’s TV show debuted — and the July 
18 California shootout, Tides was men-
tioned on 29 editions of his program, as 
well as on two occasions by Beck’s Fox 
News colleague Sean Hannity. Media 
Matters could not find a single mention 
of Tides on ABC, NBC, CBS, MSNBC or 
PBS during those 18 months.

That doesn’t prove that Williams was 
targeting Tides because of Beck’s con-
tinual carping about the foundation. But 
Williams’ mother told the San Francisco 
Chronicle that her unemployed son had 
been watching television news and was 
upset by “the way Congress was rail-
roading through all these left-wing 
agenda items.”

Just four days before the Oakland 
shootout, Beck was on the air suggest-
ing the foundation was all about seizing 
power. A day before that, Beck said the 
foundation “saw under Ronald Reagan 
that capitalists were not for all this non-
sense, so they infiltrated. Now, they 
are using failing capitalism to destroy 
it.” In a June broadcast, Beck said that 
a Tides-funded video was shown in 
schools throughout America “to warp 
your children’s brains and make sure 
they know how evil capitalism is.” In 
May, Beck proclaimed Tides a “really 
shady organization.”

The case was reminiscent of that of 
accused Pittsburgh cop-killer Richard 
Poplawski, who allegedly murdered 
three officers responding to an April 
2009 domestic disturbance at the home 
of Poplawski’s mother.

After Poplawski’s arrest, his clos-
est friend described the accused killer 
as a Glenn Beck fan who was disturbed 
about possible gun confiscations, mar-
tial law and concentration camps 
purportedly being built by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) — subjects he had heard Beck 
discuss on his program. (Beck repeat-
edly said he couldn’t disprove the 
detention camp conspiracy theory 
before finally announcing that he had 
“debunked” it.) Poplawski even posted a 
link on Stormfront.org, a white suprem-
acist website, to a video of Beck talking 
about FEMA camps with U.S. Rep. Ron 
Paul (R-Texas).

His friend also said that Poplawski 
was a fan of Alex Jones, a far-right con-
spiracy-monger who hosts a popular 
Texas-based radio show.

Beck denied he’s in any way respon-
sible for the actions of Poplawski or 
Williams. But at the Tides Foundation, 
CEO Drummond Pike seemed to dis-
agree. “It should be the obligation of 
every American, especially those whose 
voices are amplified by the media, to 
foster civil discourse and dialogue 
among those who may disagree about 
public matters,” Pike said.

Two weeks later, Beck attacked Tides 
as a “far-left progressive think tank.”

Prison gangs

aryan ‘Bonnie and clyde’ 
Fugitives suspected in 
double murder
Three violent criminals, including 
two reputed members of the Aryan 
Brotherhood white supremacist prison 
gang, escaped from an Arizona prison 
in August, setting off a three-week 
manhunt across the West that evoked 
comparisons to the pursuit of the 1930s 
bank robbers Bonnie and Clyde. Before 
it was over, a couple was found mur-
dered in New Mexico, apparent victims 
of the fugitives.

Two of the escapees, Tracy Province 
and Daniel Renwick, were recap-
tured in different states within 10 
days. The remaining fugitive, John 
McCluskey — serving 15 years for 
attempted second-degree murder and 
other crimes — was finally arrested 
about two weeks later along with 
Casslyn Mae Welch, who was identified 
as his fiancée, cousin, and the woman 
who allegedly threw wire cutters over a 
prison fence to help the men escape.

Renwick, who was serving a 22-year 
sentence for second-degree murder, was 
captured after a shootout with police 
in Rifle, Colo. Province, who authori-
ties said is in the ultra-violent Aryan 
Brotherhood with McCluskey, was 
nabbed in Meeteetse, Wyo., one day 
after attending a church service there. 
He was serving a life sentence for mur-
der and armed robbery.

McCluskey and Welch were cap-
tured at a campground on the edge of two 
national forests near Springerville, Ariz. 
Welch tried to pull out a gun tucked in the 
back of her waistband, but SWAT mem-
bers from the local sheriff’s department 
stopped her before any shots were fired.

The lovers are suspects in the slayings 
of an Oklahoma couple whose bodies 
were found in their charred camper on 
a remote ranch in eastern New Mexico 
five days after the fugitives escaped. 

The three escapees had been incar-
cerated at a minimum/medium-security 
private state prison in Kingman, Ariz. 

During a visit to McCluskey at the 
prison less than six weeks before the 
escape, CasslynWelch was caught with 
marijuana and heroin in her purse. A 
narcotics task force detective inter-
viewed Welch and reported that she 
admitted making three previous heroin 
deliveries to the prison. She allegedly 
said she picked up the drugs from men 
in Phoenix who she assumed to be part 
of the Aryan Brotherhood. Welch then 
agreed to be a police informant, but 
reneged, authorities said. Shortly after 
the escape, the warden and the security 
chief at the prison resigned.

The Aryan Brotherhood is an 
extremely violent, prison-based 
gang that is particularly strong in the 
American West and has been gaining 
strength on the streets. It was founded 
by inmates at California’s San Quentin 
prison in 1964. The group is fundamen-
tally a criminal enterprise, but has white 
supremacist tenets.

While they were on the run, 
McCluskey and Welch fancied them-
selves as a modern-day Bonnie and 
Clyde, authorities said. But Bonnie 
Parker and Clyde Barrow were gunned 
down in a police ambush on a 
rural road in Louisiana 76 
years earlier. McCluskey 
and Welch emerged 
unscathed from their 
escapade, and are 
back in prison and 
awaiting their fates in 
court, as are Province 
and Renwick.

neo-naZis

racist activists 
Who tested Free 
speech limits 
crossed line

Legal woes continue to 
mount for neo-Nazi leader 
Bill White and white 
supremacist blogger Hal 
Turner, two men who tested 
the limits of constitutional 
free-speech protections with 
barrages of threats directed at their 
many enemies. Both men had won some 
early rounds in their court cases, but 
now both are in jail facing significant 
prison terms. 

In the case of White, a federal 
civil jury in Roanoke, Va., on Aug. 27 
awarded five black women $545,000 in 
damages from White, who had harassed 
and threatened them in 2007 because 
they had filed a discrimination suit 
against their white landlord in Virginia 
Beach. At the time, White was also a 
local landlord, specializing in rent-

ing low-grade properties to mostly 
black tenants in Roanoke. 

The jury also ordered 
White personally and 
White’s now-defunct 
American National Socialist 
Workers Party to pay the 
women $280,000.

The case stemmed 
from letters White sent 
each of the women after 

they sued their landlord, 
calling them “dirty parasites,” 

among other things. The 
women testified that 

they suffered from 
the stress and fear 

the letter caused 

them, and said they remained afraid of 
White and his neo-Nazi followers. The 
Southern Poverty Law Center finan-
cially supported the suit and offered 
legal advice to assist the women in 
their case.

It was also in a Roanoke federal 
courtroom that White was sentenced 
last April in an unrelated criminal case 
to 2½ years in prison following his 
conviction for threatening three of his 
perceived enemies. He is now serving 
that sentence.

It could get worse yet for White. 
An appeals court in June reversed 
a Chicago judge’s dismissal of the 
indictment against him in yet another 
criminal case, in which he allegedly 
encouraged violence against a former 
jury foreman. White will now likely 
have to go to trial in that case, in which 
he posted the name, address, telephone 
numbers and other personal informa-
tion of the jury foreman in the 2005 
trial of another neo-Nazi leader, Matt 
Hale. White blamed the man for Hale’s 
conviction and 40-year sentence for 
soliciting the murder of a federal judge.

In the case of white supremacist blog-
ger and Internet radio host Hal Turner, 
a federal jury in Brooklyn, N.Y., in early 
August found Turner guilty of threat-
ening over the Internet to assault and 
murder three U.S. appellate court judges. 

Turner was infuriated with the judges’ 
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“these judges must die”: neo-nazi shock jock — 
and former paid fBi informant — hal turner 
was convicted of criminally threatening federal 
judges after two earlier mistrials. he faces up to 
10 years in prison.

Parker and Clyde Barrow were gunned 
down in a police ambush on a 
rural road in Louisiana 76 
years earlier. McCluskey 
and Welch emerged 
unscathed from their 
escapade, and are 
back in prison and 
awaiting their fates in 
court, as are Province 
and Renwick.

local landlord, specializing in rent-
ing low-grade properties to mostly 

black tenants in Roanoke. 
The jury also ordered 

White personally and 
White’s now-defunct 
American National Socialist 
Workers Party to pay the 
women $280,000.

The case stemmed 
from letters White sent 
each of the women after 

they sued their landlord, 
calling them “dirty parasites,” 

among other things. The 
women testified that 

they suffered from 
the stress and fear 

the letter caused 

to 2½ years in prison following his 
conviction for threatening three of his 
perceived enemies. He is now serving 
that sentence.

It could get worse yet for White. 
An appeals court in June reversed 
a Chicago judge’s dismissal of the 
indictment against him in yet another 
criminal case, in which he allegedly 
encouraged violence against a former 
jury foreman. White will now likely 
have to go to trial in that case, in which 
he posted the name, address, telephone 
numbers and other personal informa
tion of the jury foreman in the 2005 
trial of another neo-Nazi leader, Matt 
Hale. White blamed the man for Hale’s 
conviction and 40-year sentence for 
soliciting the murder of a federal judge.

In the case of white supremacist blog
ger and Internet radio host Hal Turner, 
a federal jury in Brooklyn, N.Y., in early 
August found Turner guilty of threat
ening over the Internet to assault and 
murder three U.S. appellate court judges. 

Turner was infuriated with the judges’ 

taking a cue? Byron williams, who allegedly 
shot it out with police on his way to attack a  
little-known liberal foundation, appears to have 
selected his target after hearing fox news host 
glenn Beck’s rants against it.
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BLOTTER

updates on extremism and the law

ruling upholding a ban on handguns in 
Chicago and Oak Park, Ill. “Let me be the 
first to say this plainly: These judges must 
die,” Turner wrote. “Their blood will 
replenish the tree of liberty.” The next 
day, Turner updated the post to include 
the names, work addresses, phone num-
bers and photographs of the three judges, 
along with a map of their courthouse.

Two previous juries had deadlocked 
over the charges, but it took the jury in 
the third trial only two hours to reach 
a verdict. At press time, Turner had not 
yet been sentenced, but faced up to 10 
years in prison and a $250,000 fine.

Turner, of North Bergen, N.J., argued 
that his June 2009 Internet threats 
against the judges were nothing more 
than political hyperbole. He also argued 
that during a 2003-2007 stint as a paid 
FBI informant, his handlers encour-
aged him to engage in just such vitriol. 

Turner’s direct FBI supervisor denied 
that he’d been told to make such threats, 
adding that Turner was hard to control 
but was nevertheless a valuable asset 
because of his standing in the white 
supremacist world.

anti-immigrant Vigilantes

armed neo-nazis ‘helping’ 
law enforcement on Border
Whether the agency wanted it or not, 
the U.S. Border Patrol started getting 
help last June from an organized group 
that detained and turned over undocu-
mented immigrants in Arizona’s desert. 
That group is headed by J.T. Ready, 
until recently a member of the National 
Socialist Movement (NSM), and largely 
peopled by other members of America’s 
largest neo-Nazi organization.

Calling itself U.S. Border Guard, the 
camouflage-clad, automatic weapon-
toting group of NSM members and 
friends detained a number of peo-
ple crossing illegally into Arizona until 
Border Patrol agents could pick them 
up. The group also reported finding two 
dead would-be border crossers.

It was a nifty public relations ploy for 
Ready — who was convicted of assault in 
a 1992 incident and was twice court-mar-
tialed and given a bad-conduct discharge 
when he was a Marine in 1996 — and his 
cohorts. He called a press conference in 
Pinal County’s Vekol Valley, known as 
a drug trafficking and illegal immigra-
tion route. There, he paraded his heavily 
armed group for the news cameras, tak-
ing care, however, not to flaunt swastikas 
or other neo-Nazi symbols. 

One NSM member, Harry Hughes, 
posted plenty of photos of the migrants 

july 8 A reputed american nazi Party
recruit was convicted of first-

degree murder and attempted robbery 
in colorado springs, colo., in the shoot-
ing last year of a mother of four during 
a botched armed robbery. Kandin Eric 
Wilson faces life in prison with no pos-
sibility of parole.

july 19 neo-nazi Michael Parrish 
pleaded guilty to two counts 

of first-degree murder in the 2009 slay-
ings of his live-in girlfriend and their 
2-year-old son. Parrish was a correc-
tions officer in Pennsylvania’s monroe 
county and, secretly, a probationary 
member of the ultra-violent Vinlanders 
social club. His apartment was filled 
with Nazi memorabilia, including pho-
tos and DVDs depicting Adolf Hitler. 

july 31 A reputed antigovernment 
extremist was arrested and 

charged with killing a lawyer at a shoot-
ing range in cumberland county, Pa.
Authorities suspect that prison guard 
Raymond Franklin Peake stole the 
dead man’s rifle as part of an effort to 
provide weapons to an unnamed orga-
nization intent on overthrowing the 
U.S. government. Seven shotguns, five 
rifles and three handguns were found 
in Peake’s home.

aug. 3 The former Western 
Pennsylvania leader of the  

neo-Nazi World church of the creator
(since renamed the creativity movement) 
was sentenced in Pittsburgh to 30 
months in federal prison for illegally 
keeping 10 firearms in his home. Hardy 
Lloyd had served almost two years in 
prison after being convicted for ille-
gal possession of the firearm he used to 
shoot Lori Hann, his reputed girlfriend, 
in 2004. (He was acquitted of murder 

charges.) After his release and while on 
parole, he posted remarks including, “I 
shot that bitch in Squirrel Hill, just to 
watch her die.”

aug. 16 The south carolina Supreme 
Court upheld the death sen-

tence of antigovernment extremist
Steven Bixby for the 2003 murder of 
two law enforcement 
officers in abbeville. 
Bixby and his father, 
Arthur, engaged in a 
14-hour shootout at 
their home because 
they were enraged that 
a road-widening proj-
ect was taking a narrow 
strip of their front lawn. 
Bixby’s mother, Rita, 78, 
is serving a life sentence 
for aiding in the crime. 
A judge has ruled that 
Arthur Bixby isn’t com-
petent to stand trial. 

aug. 16 Vincent McGee, the African-
American man charged with 

killing the leader of the racist skin-
head group known as the nationalist 
movement, pleaded not guilty to capi-
tal murder and arson in rankin county, 
miss. McGee reportedly told police that 
he stabbed Richard Barrett to death 
and then set fire to his body in Barrett’s 
home after Barrett allegedly asked 
him to perform oral sex. McGee also 
reportedly said that he and Barrett had 
argued over pay for yard work. McGee’s 
trial was set for Feb. 14.

aug. 23 A federal judge in ocala, Fla., 
overruled a U.S. marshal who 

instructed convicted tax defier and 
actor Wesley Snipes to report to prison 
by Sept. 2, saying Snipes could remain 

free pending his request for a new trial. 
Snipes was convicted in 2008 of three 
misdemeanor counts of failing to file 
tax returns and sentenced to three 
years in prison. His trial made clear that 
he had adopted ideas of the “sovereign 
citizens” movement, whose adherents 
don’t believe they have to pay taxes. At 
one point, Snipes called himself “a non-

resident alien” — classic 
sovereign terminology.

aug. 25 Zachary Beck, 
a former mem-

ber of the neo-Nazi 
aryan nations, was 
arrested with another 
man and charged in 
a racially motivated 
attack on an African-
American man inside a 
Vancouver, Wash., bar. 
Beck was well known 
among white suprem-
acists in 2003, when 
he lived with the late 

Aryan Nations founder Richard Butler 
in Hayden, Idaho, and unsuccessfully 
ran for City Council there. Beck spent 
Election Day in jail after being arrested 
for punching a Latino man in the face.

sePt. 17 Cyndi Steele, wife of one-time 
aryan nations attorney and 

anti-semitic essayist Edgar J. Steele, 
wrote to friends asking for money to 
aid in her husband’s defense against 
charges in a murder-for-hire scheme. 
The intended victims: Cyndi Steele 
and her mother. She hopes to raise 
$250,000. She said her husband is a 
“political prisoner of the USA.” At a 
press conference, Cyndi Steele added, 
“Ed loves me. I love him.” Edgar Steele 
remained in jail in spokane, Wash., 
awaiting trial.

largest neo-Nazi organization. posted plenty of photos of the migrants 
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South Bend, Ind.

a couple of dozen members of the national knights of the ku klux klan gathered to honor 
“50 years of service” to white supremacy by railton loy, the 72-year-old and slightly doddering grand wizard of the 
group. “kkkongrats,” members of the group wrote on their website. “god Bless your lordship and may you rule for 
many years to come.” loy, who uses the alias of ray larsen, says he joined a klan group in georgia in 1960, moved 
on to the united klans of america in 1961, and then took 200 uka members into the national knights in 1973. on 
the death of leader james venable in 1993, loy ascended to national leader, a post he has held ever since. the recent 
festivities were marked with a sheet cake (“kkk: happy 50th anniversary grand wizard”), the presentation of a purple 
robe especially prepared for the occasion by an unnamed “grand dragoness,” and, naturally, a cross burning. the 
national knights is the nation’s third largest klan group, with 22 chapters in 20 states, but it has become an object of 
ridicule among many white supremacists for legendary antics like failing to find members’ cars after a rally, resulting 
in them being pelted by counter-protesters. still, loy’s bedazzled followers praised him on the group’s website in 
effusive if doubtful terms, saying he had “raise[d] the status of the klan beyond what many could ever dream of.”
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the group said it stopped, as well as 
pictures of Border Patrol agents tak-
ing them into custody. Those photos, 
which depicted no violence, were at 
odds with Ready’s rhetoric. “This is the 
Minuteman project on steroids. We’ve 
got people with assault weapons,” Ready 
told a TV reporter. “We will use lawful, 
deadly force when appropriate.”

Ready, a one-time volunteer with 
the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps 
civilian border patrol group, is well 
known in Arizona, where he has run 
unsuccessfully for the state House of 
Representatives and the Mesa City 
Council. A vocal critic of undocumented 
immigrants, Ready has voiced unsup-
ported claims about them carrying a 
variety of diseases across the border. 
In 2006, he formed his own anti-immi-
grant group, America First, and led a 
protest at the Mexican consulate in 
Phoenix. He said that Mexico should 
be designated a “threat nation” because 
“they are openly subverting our laws 
and sovereignty.” That same year, he 
won a post as a GOP precinct commit-
teeman in a west Mesa district.

In September 2007, Ready marched 
under a swastika banner in Omaha, Neb., 
with brown-shirted members of the 
NSM, a group he later joined. He also 
created a profile on the social network-
ing site New Saxon, run by the NSM.

Within a few weeks of forming his 
border watch group, Ready said he quit 
the NSM. The group’s top official, Jeff 
Schoep, confirmed as much for the 
Phoenix New Times newspaper. But the 
NSM border outings continue. NSM 

member Hughes wrote on his blog in 
mid-September: “Now that autumn is 
almost here, things are going to get more 
interesting on the front lines in the battle 
against crime from south of the border.”

neo-conFederates

scV Plans to ‘celebrate’ 
racist confederate  
government
The 150th anniversary of the start of 
the Civil War is approaching, and some 
Southern diehards are still fighting the 
so-called “War of Northern Aggression.”

The Sons of Confederate Veterans 
(SCV), a Southern heritage group that 
has seen many racial extremists in its 
ranks and leadership in recent years, 
E-mailed its members recently to 
announce how it intends to mark the 
occasion — first and foremost, with a 
Feb. 19, 2011, reenactment of the swear-
ing in of Jefferson Davis as the first 
president of the Confederate States 
of America. It is to take place at the 
Alabama State Capitol building, where 
Davis took the oath and where, more 
than a century later, the 1965 Selma-to-
Montgomery civil rights march ended.

Preceding the reenactment will 
be a parade up Dexter Avenue to the 
Capitol. The SCV’s parade will take 
marchers right past the Dexter Avenue 
King Memorial Baptist Church, where 
Martin Luther King Jr. began his min-
istry in 1954 and helped organize 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. At the 
Capitol, there will be a reenactment of 
the raising of the first Confederate flag, 
as well as cannons firing a salute. 

Montgomery is one of six southern 
cities in which the SCV plans to con-
duct annual anniversary events. Last 
year, the group convened in Charleston, 
S.C., near where the Civil War began at 
Fort Sumter. Richmond, Va., Jackson, 
Miss., the Atlanta area, and, in 2015, 
Shreveport, La., will be sites of future 
gatherings to commiserate about the 
Lost Cause. 

The SCV E-mail stressed that “it is 
IMPERATIVE that this event be well 

attended. We must show the world 
that we will not permit the History 
and Heritage of the Confederacy to be 
forgotten and unobserved during the 
Sesquicentennial. It is up to us to see 
that this history is remembered and por-
trayed the right way.”

Some sense of what is meant by “the 
right way” can be gleaned by perusing 
the SCV website “150 Years: History, 
Heritage & Honor.” One clue is provided 
in the essay by Chuck Rand calling 
Abraham Lincoln a criminal and claim-
ing that the Emancipation Proclamation 
was mere propaganda. “This was much 
like Hitler claiming his invasion of 
the countries neighboring Germany 
was to ‘save the world from commu-
nism,’” said Rand, a former member 
of the racist League of the South. “In 
a moral and legal sense there is no dif-
ference between the invasion of France 
by Hitler and the invasion [of ] the 
Southern States by Lincoln.”

Another essay on the website, by SCV 
member Eric J. Brock, maintains that 
“the ideals for which our forefathers 
fought are not dead, nor are the issues 
which brought about the war in which 
they gave all to defend them. Although 
the resources of the enemy were supe-
rior, the ideals of the Southern cause 
were superior still.”

hate sPeech

geller, Jones amp up 
anti-muslim hate rhetoric
The annual observances in New York 
City of the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attacks 
on the World Trade Center are normally 
somber and subdued. But with anti-
Muslim acrimony in America escalating, 
apparently stoked by anger over a pro-
posed Islamic cultural center two blocks 
from Ground Zero (see story, p. 3), this 
year’s commemorations were some-
times downright ugly.

Public figures such as Newt Gingrich 
and Sarah Palin helped fuel that dis-
cord with harsh denunciations of the 
proposed Muslim center. But no one 
did more to fan the flames of fear and 

hatred over the “Ground Zero mosque” 
than Pamela Geller, co-founder of Stop 
Islamization of America (SIOA).

Earlier this year, Geller — who also 
has questioned whether President 
Obama was born in America — bought 
anti-Muslim ads that were displayed 
on New York City buses for a month. 
She warned that Muslims will “turn to 
further intimidation, murder and ter-
rorism” if they can’t achieve a political 
takeover. Her comments were so incen-
diary, in fact, that several neo-Nazi 
organizations even ignored the fact that 
she is Jewish and published her dia-
tribes. She in turn commented favorably 
on the South African, apartheid-defend-
ing terrorist Eugene Terre’Blanche after 
he was murdered, blaming his death on 
“black supremacism.”

On Sept. 11, Geller led a rally near 
the proposed Muslim community cen-
ter, where protesters carried signs (“No 
mosque on sacred ground”) and heard 
speeches by her and Geert Wilders. 
Wilders is a hard-line Dutch lawmaker 
who has compared the Koran to Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf and made frequent speeches 
in the United States warning that Islam 
is an ideology, not a religion, intent on 
world domination.

At the same time Geller’s demonstra-
tion was being staged, a rival rally was 
held just blocks away. Those demon-
strators called for tolerance and carried 
their own signs — “The attack on Islam 
is racism” was one.

Citing police estimates, The Wall 
Street Journal said there were about 
1,500 people at Geller’s anti-mosque rally 
and 2,000 at the counter-demonstration. 
The New York Post said the pro-mosque 
crowd outnumbered the anti-mosque 
protesters, 3,000 to 2,500. Both these 
estimates infuriated Geller, who accused 
the “liberal establishment mass media” 

of a “massive distortion” meant to 
minimize her cause.

Meanwhile, an obscure pastor 
from Gainesville, Fla., drew vastly 
more publicity than the far better 
known Geller by announcing a 
plan to mark the 9/11 commem-
oration with “International 
Burn a Koran Day.” News 
of Terry Jones’ plans tore 
across the Muslim world, 
igniting fury in Afghanistan 
and elsewhere.

Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates phoned 

Jones in an effort to per-
suade him not to burn 

copies of the Islamic 
religious text. Gen. 

David Petraeus, the top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan, warned that Jones 
could endanger the troops. President 
Obama said if Jones followed through 
on his plan, it would be “a recruitment 
bonanza for al Qaeda.” The right-wing 
pastor, who has also bitterly attacked 
“homos,” received death threats and a 
visit from FBI agents. The international 
police agency Interpol issued a warn-
ing to governments worldwide of an 
increased risk of terror attacks if Jones 
proceeded with his plan. The U.S. State 
Department also warned Americans liv-
ing and traveling abroad of the potential 
for violent protests.

In the end, Jones canceled his Koran 
burning event, saying he had an agree-
ment that would move the Manhattan 
Islamic center to another site. That 
wasn’t so. Gainesville law enforce-
ment agencies later said they would 
bill Jones for the costs associated with 
his planned Koran burning. They are 
expected to exceed $200,000. That 
would bankrupt his 50-member Dove 
World Outreach Center, Jones said, a 
prospect that clearly delighted many 
residents of Gainesville. s
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and 2,000 at the counter-demonstration. 
The New York Post
crowd outnumbered the anti-mosque 
protesters, 3,000 to 2,500. Both these 
estimates infuriated Geller, who accused 
the “liberal establishment mass media” 

of a “massive distortion” meant to 
minimize her cause.

Meanwhile, an obscure pastor 
from Gainesville, Fla., drew vastly 
more publicity than the far better 
known Geller by announcing a 
plan to mark the 9/11 commem
oration with “International 
Burn a Koran Day.” News 
of Terry Jones’ plans tore 
across the Muslim world, 
igniting fury in Afghanistan 
and elsewhere.

Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates phoned 

Jones in an effort to per
suade him not to burn 

little big man: for several days this september, 
gainesville, fla., pastor terry jones and his 
plans to burn korans were world news. then 
the Muslim- and gay-bashing chief of the dove 
world outreach center sank back into obscurity.
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One day last May, Travis 
M c A d a m ,  e x e c u t i v e 
director of the Montana 
Human Rights Network, 
was getting ready to make 

a presentation on the white suprema-
cist Creativity Movement in a Montana 
museum when a belligerent young man 
accosted him. “Do you know who I am?” 
the man demanded. McAdam most cer-
tainly did. Facing him was Allen Goff, a 
rising figure in the neo-Nazi group who 
two days earlier had been acquitted of a 
felony charge of wounding a Latino teen 
in a shooting that prosecutors contended 
was racially motivated.

Goff, only 18, was asked by McAdam 
to leave the museum and complied. But 
the incident in Billings was significant, 
McAdam says, suggesting that Goff and 
the once-moribund group behind him 
“feel more emboldened now.”

The fact that Goff or anybody else is 
active at all in The Creativity Movement 
is surprising in and of itself. The 
Creativity Movement has survived name 

changes, the death of its founder and the 
imprisonment of his successor. It has lived 
through subsequent schisms, competing 
claims of leadership, and, frequently, no 
apparent leadership at all. Most of its 
all-important “holy books” have been 
destroyed, turned into an anti-racist art 
project by McAdam and others — the 
same exhibit that McAdam was working 
on when confronted by Goff this spring.

But each time the neo-Nazi organi-
zation has appeared to be on the verge 
of death, it has rallied. Today, while its 
health is hardly robust and there is a 
far larger competing neo-Nazi group 
(the Detroit-based National Socialist 
Movement), there are signs that the 
Creativity Movement is growing again. 
From 11 chapters in 2008, the group had 
grown to 14 by the end of 2009. Of those, 
eight are based in McAdam’s home state 
of Montana, which has seen a rash of leaf-
leting and other activity this year from 
Goff and his friends in The Creativity 
Movement.

It’s almost impossible to say just how 
many people belong to The Creativity 
Movement, which is now headed by 
James Logsdon of Zion, Ill. McAdam 
estimates there are no more than 40 
to 50 members in his state. But he says 
that Americans should be concerned. 
“There is a new generation of Creators 
in Montana,” he says — younger than 
their predecessors, increasing in num-
bers, and working to ally themselves with 

FrOm 
the 
Ashes
Six years after its leader was sent to prison, the neo-Nazi group 
now called The Creativity Movement is showing signs of life
By larry keller

a new generation: Montanan allen goff (top), 
a man who likes to play with guns, is one of a 
new flock of aspiring neo-nazis who’d like to 
take the place of imprisoned national leader 
Matt hale (above).

other racist groups. Most importantly of 
all, McAdam warns, is “you have this 
history of [Creativity] activists becom-
ing violent.”

‘racial holy War’
Ben Klassen, a one-time Florida state 
legislator and inventor of the elec-
tric can opener, founded the Church 
of the Creator (COTC), the Creativity 
Movement’s predecessor, in 1973. From 
the start, it was imbued with a Nazi-
like credo: Whites are a superior race, 
responsible for virtually all creative 
enterprises in human history, and non-
whites (“mud races”) and especially Jews 
intend to subjugate whites. These views 
were elucidated by Klassen in some 13 
tedious books, among them such racist 

classics as The White Man’s Bible and 
Building a Whiter & Brighter World.

“Now the White Race has a racial reli-
gion of its own and we call it CREATIVITY,” 
Klassen wrote at one point.

But it was a “religion” with no deity 
and very little philosophy outside an ear-
nest belief in unprocessed foods. The 
Creator is not an unseen higher being — 
he or she is simply a white who subscribes 
to “Creativity.” Creators don’t believe 
in “spirits, gods and demons.” They do 
believe “that our race is our religion.”

Over the years, many of Klassen’s fol-
lowers responded to his insistent call for 
a “racial holy war” — “RaHoWa!” remains 
the organization’s primary war cry — and 
were sent to prison for violent, racially 
motivated crimes. In 1991, a Creator 
named George Loeb murdered a black 

Gulf War veteran, Harold Mansfield, in 
Florida and went to prison for life.

Klassen was fearful that the Mansfield 
murder would land his group in court 
with the Southern Poverty Law Center 
(SPLC), which had successfully sued a 
number of hate groups for the violent 
actions of their members. Aging, he also 
was interested in turning over the COTC 
to younger leadership. To protect the 
COTC’s assets from a possible SPLC case, 
Klassen sold the COTC headquarters for 
a price far below its fair market value to 
fellow racist William Pierce, the head 
of the neo-Nazi National Alliance. After 
giving Rudy “Butch” Stanko (then serv-
ing time for intentionally selling tainted 
meat to public schools) a trial run as the 
leader of the COTC, Klassen turned over 

the reins of the group to Rick McCarty, a 
con man from Florida. Believing his life’s 
work was safe in McCarty’s hands and 
depressed over the recent death of his 
wife, Klassen committed suicide in 1993.

As Klassen had predicted, the SPLC 
eventually filed suit against the COTC 
over the Mansfield killing. McCarty, 
more interested in using the COTC to 
make money than to promote Klassen’s 
beliefs, chose not to defend the case, and 
the SPLC obtained a $1 million default 
judgment. The SPLC then brought an 
action against Pierce, claiming that he 
knew that Klassen had sold the COTC 
headquarters to him for a fraction of its 
value to keep it safe from a possible claim 
from the Mansfield family. A jury agreed, 
awarding Mansfield’s family $80,000, the 
amount by which Pierce had profited 
from the fraudulent, bargain-basement 
sale from Klassen. McCarty, in the mean-
time, allowed the COTC to wither.

Around the same time, in 1993, eight 
individuals with ties to the COTC were 
arrested in Southern California for plot-

ting to bomb a black church in L.A. and 
assassinate Rodney King, whose video-
taped beating by white police officers in 
1991 had sparked national outrage. Later 
that year, Jeremiah Knesal, a member of 
the COTC, was found with weapons, 
ammunition and hate literature in his 
car; he later confessed to his involvement 
in a July 1993 firebombing of an NAACP 
office in Tacoma, Wash.

In 1995, Matt Hale arrived on the scene. 
Smart, energetic, and media friendly, he 
resuscitated the COTC and, in a sign of 
his ambitions, changed its name to the 
World Church of the Creator (WCOTC). 
Composed largely of racist skinheads, the 
Hale-led “church” grew from 14 chapters 
in 1996 to 88 in 2002, making it, for a time, 
the neo-Nazi group with the largest num-

ber of chapters in America.
Meanwhile, its members continued 

to engage in criminal attacks on minori-
ties in Florida and elsewhere, including, 
most infamously, a racist murder spree 
carried out in Illinois and Indiana in 1999 
by Benjamin Nathaniel Smith. Smith, 
enraged that Hale had been denied a law 
license because of his political views even 
though he’d passed the bar exam, mur-
dered an African American and a Korean 
American and wounded nine other peo-
ple before killing himself. Hale denied 
even knowing Smith immediately after 
the killings. But he was lying — it turned 
out that he had named Smith “Creator of 
the Year” just months before.

But the worst blow of all came when 
Hale was arrested in January 2003 and 
charged with soliciting the murder of a 
federal judge who had ruled against him 
and his group in a trademark infringement 
complaint. (A Pacific Northwest church 
with anti-racist views had copyrighted the 
World Church of the Creator name years 
before and was demanding that Hale’s 

Ben klassen (from left), Matt hale and 
Benjamin smith were all leaders of what’s called 
the creativity Movement today. neo-nazi 
william Pierce once tried to help the group hide 
assets from a court judgment, but failed.

FrOm 
the 
Ashes
Six years after its leader was sent to prison, the neo-Nazi group 
now called The Creativity Movement is showing signs of life
By larry keller
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group stop using it.) The following year, 
Hale was convicted of four felonies and 
sentenced to 40 years in prison.

That seemed to fatally cripple the 
group, which had no obvious successor 
to Hale. Those who remained associated 
with it were forced by the outcome of the 
federal case to begin using a different 
name, and they selected The Creativity 
Movement. But the group was extremely 
weak, with various individuals vying for 
Hale’s scepter unsuccessfully.

Eventually, in 2007, one group of 
former WCOTC members formed an 
alternative organization called the 
Creativity Alliance. The Creativity 
Alliance viewed Klassen as its founder, 
to be sure, but eschewed the goal of a 
future race war and also decided that “it 
is in the best interests of Creativity for us 
to adopt a policy of non-participation in 
the ‘White Power’ social scene.” Still, the 
Creativity Alliance, which remains active 
today with eight chapters in seven states, 
does not seem far removed from its ori-
gins. One article on its website rants 
about “niggers” and “the hideous Jews” 
and ends with “White man fight!”

The Creativity Alliance’s declaration 
of non-participation in the movement 
— whatever that may really suggest — 
does not mean that more active Creators 
have gone away. On the contrary, they are 
showing definite signs of life.

making a comeback
Travis McAdam has a theory of how 
The Creativity Movement keeps reviv-
ing against all odds — Ben Klassen’s 
books. “The fact that these foundational 
texts continue to circulate and provide 
an ideological rudder … helps to keep the 
message alive,” he says. “Ben Klassen was 
not a gifted writer, but [he] was a pro-
lific one.”

That’s why McAdam’s Montana 
Human Rights Network jumped at the 
chance when, in 2003, an ex-Creator 
offered the group 4,100 of Klassen’s hard-
copy books for a mere $300. The network 
purchased the books and provided them 
to police departments, scholars and other 
non-racists with an interest. Teaming up 
with a Helena art museum, it also gave 
thousands of copies of the books to art-
ists for an anti-racist exhibit. The books 
were pulped, cut up and made into other 

objects and shown around the state. It 
had to be a low moment for Creators, 
who saw their version of Holy Scripture 
being ridiculed publicly.

The loss of the physical books, which 
can still be downloaded and printed out 
at The Creativity Movement’s website, 
has not wrecked the group, however. In 
fact, in recent months Creators have dis-
tributed literature in several cities and 
staged rallies in Kalispell and Bozeman, 
where they carried signs and flags.

Another sign of a limited Creativity 
resurgence is criminal violence.

In August 2009, Allen Goff, who was 
17 at the time, was charged as an adult 
after shooting another teenager in the 
leg. (Only three months earlier, he had 
been named “Creator of the Year” by 
The Creativity Movement.) Despite his 
youthfulness, Goff was at that point 
already a four-year veteran of the white 
supremacist movement. The Latino teen 
he shot told police that he and Goff used 
to be friends but parted ways over Goff’s 
racist ideology.

In the end, Goff, who claimed the 
shooting was accidental, pleaded guilty 

to a misdemeanor charge of carrying a 
concealed weapon — brass knuckles. 
But he went to trial on a charge of fel-
ony assault; a jury acquitted him of that 
charge after a judge ruled that prosecu-
tors could not introduce evidence of his 
racist activities, including pictures of 
Goff with guns, a swastika and racist lit-
erature. He was sentenced to six months 
of probation and a fine of $150.

In Montana, the current epicenter of 
the Creativity movement, Goff and his 
mainly young compatriots now seem to 
be enjoying some real success in the tri-
al’s aftermath. “He has, and some of the 
people he has recruited have, an edge 
in that they can recruit on a peer level,” 
McAdam says. Since Goff’s acquittal, he 
adds, “there has been a lot more chatter 
online. We’ve always felt he’s one of the 
ringleaders.”

The resurgence of The Creativity 
Movement and other white supremacist 
activity in Montana — where another 
racist group, Pioneer Little Europe, 
showed a pro-Nazi film at the Kalispell 
library in April — shows no signs of abat-
ing, McAdam says. And that may only be 
a sign of bigger things.

“I think what’s going on in Montana 
… is a microcosm of what is happening 
nationally,” McAdam says. “We just have 
a close-to-the-ground view.” s

Bang, bang, you’re dead: neo-nazi allen goff, 
an aficionado of the “holy books” of creativity, 
convinced a jury last spring that he’d shot a 
latino youth by accident.

‘Willing to Kill?’
In gatherings over the summer, antigovernment ‘Patriots’ discussed 
their enemies in increasingly violent terms
By leah nelson and larry keller

VALLEY FORGE, Pa. — The Forces of Freedom 
are ready for war.

In mid-August, about 100 self-described 
“Patriots” and “strict Constitutionalists” gathered 
in a hotel ballroom here for the Freedom Action 

National Conference organized by the conspiracy-minded 
American Policy Center (APC). United by rage at a federal 
government they believe is undermining state sovereignty in 
collusion with the “New World Order,” they were determined 
to take back the country for the people.

The conference, hosted by APC founder and president Tom 
DeWeese, featured a parade of antigovernment Patriot move-
ment heroes. Each outlined a theory on the roots of the alleged 
sovereignty crisis, offered a solution, and encouraged the audi-
ence to take action before time ran out.

Most proposed nominally peaceful options such as jury nul-
lification, local government coordination, or outreach through 
alternative media. But none dismissed the possibility — even 
the probability — of violence.

DeWeese’s Patriots beat the drum for a “Second Amendment 
solution” to the Tenth Amendment crisis. (The Second 
Amendment guarantees the right “to keep and bear arms.” The 
Tenth Amendment says those powers not explicitly given to the 
federal government are reserved to the states or the people.)

The most overt call for violence came from former Arizona 
sheriff Richard Mack. “My dear friends, I pray for the day 
that the first sheriff in this country [is] the one to fire the 
shot heard ’round the world and take out some IRS agents!” 
Mack said.

Mack is famous in Patriot circles for joining a lawsuit against 
the federal government over the Brady Bill requirement that 
law enforcement agencies conduct background checks on pro-
spective gun owners. Mack, who draws inspiration from the 
late Cleon Skousen (an ex-FBI agent and constitutional fun-
damentalist whose disciples in law enforcement swear never 
to enforce an “unconstitutional” law), refused, saying that the 
feds had no right to order him to enforce their laws. He and 
several other sheriffs basically won their lawsuit — weakening 

“Is the government 
evil? Yes. Are they 
willing to do anything 
to subdue us? Yes.”

— michael badnarick

“there is a time to pray 
and a time to fight. 
And I think the time 
has come to fight.”

— pennsylvania state rep. sam rohrer

“At some point, being 
conservative is not 
enough. that’s when 
you need warriors.”

— joseph farah

“If he can’t subvert 
America, I believe 
Barack obama wants 
to bankrupt America.”

— floyd brown
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Dark Angel
A Mississippi teen was headed for a life of racist violence and 
hatred. Then a mysterious black stranger stepped into his life

As a teenager, Brian Patterson 
was on a fast track to hell. The 
product of a ruptured home 
and a racist father, Patterson in 
the late 1980s fell in with neo-
Nazi skinheads, including a 
period in Alabama with notori-
ous Aryan Youth Front leader 
Bill Riccio. When he was home-
less, alone, angry and abusing 
drugs and booze at age 18, a mys-
terious stranger stepped into 
Patterson’s life and rescued him: a 
self-avowed black Muslim named 
Alfred. Several months after their 
encounter, the older man and the 
teenager parted ways — but the 
crossing of their paths made an 
indelible impression on Patterson, 
who has fully rejected racism and 
hate. Now 38, Patterson, who con-
tacted the Intelligence Report 
because he felt the world needed 
to hear his story, still is haunted 
by the memory of a terrible crime 
he committed while in the thrall of 
hate. Several times as he spoke of 
his youth and the pain he caused, 
he repeated, “That’s something 
I’ll have to live with,” as if he were 
describing a sentence imposed by a court. Today, Patterson still is struggling to make 
a living and build a life — he is unemployed and living on the Mississippi Gulf coast 
— but he is at peace knowing his days of hate are behind him. He’d like to find Alfred 
and thank him — but no one knows what happened to Patterson’s dark angel.
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the Brady provisions and scoring a win for advocates of state 
and local sovereignty.

Speaking before a rapt and adoring audience, Mack lam-
basted the federal government. “The President of the United 
States has no power, no jurisdiction, I don’t care if it’s George 
Washington himself, to tell anyone in your state to change 
one damn thing,” he said. “The sheriff is the one who deter-
mines what is and is not enforced in his county. … Your sheriff 
is the only person who can call up the militia or call up the 
posse. And he should! We should be so prepared in our coun-
ties that when FEMA [comes], we can say, ‘Go home, go to 
some other county, we’ll call you if we need you.’” (Many on 
the radical right, including the now-defunct anti-Semitic Posse 
Comitatus group and much of the contemporary “sovereign cit-
izens” movement, believe, like Mack, that county sheriffs are 
the highest legitimate law enforcement authority.)

One-time Libertarian Party presidential candidate Michael 
Badnarick insinuated that a 
new revolution is in the off-
ing. “Is the government evil? 
Yes. Are they willing to do 
anything to subdue us? Yes. 
But as I said, we just bought 
85 million guns,” Badnarick 
said, a reference to the esti-
mated number of gun owners 
in America. “Dying for your 
country is not really the ques-
tion. Are you willing to kill 
for liberty?”

Pennsylvania State Rep. 
Sam Rohrer, who earlier this 
year lost his primary bid to 
become the Republican can-
didate for governor, echoed 
his call. “There is a time 
to pray and a time to fight,” 
said Rohrer, paraphrasing 
Revolutionary War hero and 
pastor Peter Muhlenberg. 

“And I think the time has come to fight.”
Speakers were uniform in believing that the United States is 

headed for a catastrophe for which strengthened state sovereignty, 
won by words or by force, is the only antidote.

“The oligarchy our founding fathers feared, federalist and 
anti-federalist [alike], has taken over,” said Tom Cryer, famous 
in Patriot circles for beating charges of tax evasion. “We’ve got 
to put this beast back in the box that it came in.

“We are in a defining moment,” he continued. “We are either 
going to be the generation that saved America from its gov-
ernment and its government from itself, or we’re going to be 
the generation that betrayed its ancestors and its posterity all 
at one time.

“unite. Fight. Win.”
A month after the Valley Forge conclave, a different group of 
Patriots met in a far different setting. The three-day “Taking 

America Back” conference at the Doral Golf Resort & Spa in 
Miami was organized by the right-wing WorldNetDaily (WND) 
and its co-founder, Joseph Farah. The numerous speakers and 
other conference attendees didn’t voice the violent rhetoric 
of those at the Valley Forge event, but their fury and disgust 
with the Obama Administration and the general direction of 
the country were no less fervent.

The sum of their sentiments: Christianity, the Constitution, 
America, Ronald Reagan, unfettered capitalism, the Tea Party 
movement, morality, conservatism, U.S. medical care, guns 

— good. President Obama, Muslims, “elites,” leftists, gay mar-
riage, activist judges, ACORN, Saul Alinsky, public schools, 

“Obamacare,” communism, socialism, secularism, illegal immi-
grants, mainstream media, university professors, pusillanimous 
pastors, government, taxes — bad.

That’s a lot that they’re disgruntled about, and by no means 
a comprehensive list. But over and over, Obama bore the brunt 

of most of the WND group’s 
ire. He was called a commu-
nist, a socialist, a Muslim, “a 
very dangerous man” and 
the “liar in chief.” He was 
accused of deliberately steer-
ing America toward failure 
in order to fulfill his vision 
of an “international social-
ist movement.” Some said 
he should be impeached. “If 
he can’t subvert America, I 
really believe Barack Obama 
wants to bankrupt America,” 
said Floyd Brown, a con-
sultant who is infamous for 
his racially charged Willie 
Horton television ad that 
severely damaged the 1988 
campaign of Democratic pres-
idential candidate Michael 
Dukakis.

Jerome Corsi, a WND 
writer and the author of books attacking Obama and former 
Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry, drummed up 
his usual suspicions that Obama wasn’t born in America, and 
therefore is serving in office illegally. He noted that the late left-
wing community organizer Saul Alinsky dedicated his book, 
Rules for Radicals, to Lucifer, and said Obama was trained in 
Alinsky’s methods and should therefore renounce the devil — 
as well as Islam.

Corsi and many others at the Miami conference stressed 
the importance of not compromising with the Republican 
Party on core social issues, especially same-sex marriage, and 
being assertive in proclaiming their views on issues. “The big 
tent Republican Party doesn’t work,” Corsi told his enthusi-
astic audience.

“At some point, being conservative is not enough,” Farah said 
in comments kicking off the conference that recalled some of 
the hot talk at Valley Forge. “That’s when you need warriors.” s

“the oligarchy our founding 
fathers feared has taken 
over. We’ve got to put this 
beast back in the box that it 
came in.”

— tom cryer

“My dear friends, I pray for 
the day that the first sheriff 
in this country is the one to 
fire the shot heard ’round 
the world and take out 
some IRS agents!”

— richard mack
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Where were you reared and where did 
this story start?
I was born in Tupelo, Miss., and I lived 
there until I was 8 years old. This is 
Tupelo in the ’70s. My dad was racist, 
very racist. All of his friends and every-
body that I was around was racist. 

Was he a member of organizations or 
was it just racist talk?
He was in the Klan. So was my grandfa-
ther and pretty much everybody I grew 
up knowing. [My father] wasn’t mean to 
us, but he was violent. He liked to fight. 
One of my oldest memories is — I don’t 
know if, back then, they were Mexicans 
or if they were just Hispanics or what, 
but they had moved into an area that 
dad was living in and they got into a 
brawl. A knife fight. That’s one of my 
earliest memories. 

you witnessed his violence, then? 
Oh, yeah. I witnessed it. Then, of course, 
through the years, they’d get drunk and 
retell the story. I really don’t remember 
[my parents’] divorce, but I know that they 
were not together because [my mother] 
went on a date one time, and I have the 
memory of my dad beating the hell out of 
this guy, you know, right in front of us. 

so violence was a part of life?
Yeah, it was routine. We were raised to 
be tough. Not to each other, but to out-
siders and what [we] didn’t agree with. 
We were raised to do violence against 
it. Around age 9, me and my brother 
and my mother moved to Pensacola, 
Fla. Mama said she moved to get away 
from my father. My mother got remar-
ried. This guy, my stepdad, was kind of 
violent towards us. I don’t know if you 
want to call it violent — he enjoyed dis-
cipline, put it that way.

So I wound up going back to Tupelo 
at 11. I went and lived with my father 
until I was 15. That’s where [the hate] 
really took root. During that time I 
really got indoctrinated. All of the kids 
in the area were indoctrinated into that 
way of thinking. We went to Klan ral-
lies, and we loved it. We thought it was 
great. I mean, there’s this big group of 
family and friends. As teenagers, as kids, 
they’re not going to let us see the bad 
side of it. 

these Klan rallies were just like camp-
fire parties to you? 
Exactly. I hate to compare it to kind of 
a youth program, but that’s really what 
it was. I think they took the idea from 
Hitler Youth-type shit, you know. Get 
them while they’re young.

Why did you leave tupelo the second time? 
Well, at 15, I went through what every 
teenager in the world probably goes 
through: rebellion. I started exper-
imenting, doing a little drugs and 
drinking. My dad, he was real strict. I 
knew that mom was lenient, so I threw a 
fit until I got to go back to live with her. 
You see a pattern develop here, jump-
ing back and forth. I wound up back in 
Florida, and from the time I got there, 
my step-dad and I don’t get along.

So I’m basically on the streets from 
15 to 18. You got the punk rock scene 
and the skinhead scene and that’s where 
I wound up. I moved back and forth 
from Pensacola to Mobile, Ala. A cou-
ple of months here, a couple of months 
there, just drifting back and forth with 
the crowd. The skinhead scene was 
pretty big in Mobile. I don’t know if 
a lot of people know that, but we had 
National White Resistance and WAR, 
White Aryan Resistance. The Klan was 
real big there, too. 

We’re talking about the late ’80s?
Late ’80s, early ’90s. By the time I was 
18, I had burned bridges with my fam-
ily. My family didn’t want anything to do 
with me. I had fallen in with a violent 
group of skinheads. There were things 
that I did that I’m not proud of and I’ll 
have to carry with me for the rest of 
my life. I never killed anybody; I never 
robbed a store or anything like that. But 
there was fighting. There was a lot of 
fighting, a lot of beatings. 

Beatings of strangers?
Gang violence. Mostly gang confronta-
tions. You could call them turf wars, I 
guess. You know, trying to keep blacks 
out of the neighborhoods that were pre-
dominantly white. 

so it was white gang against non-white 
gang? not between the white gangs?
Right. We tried to get along with the 
other white kids, and of course, indoc-
trinate them. There’s where I met Bill 
Riccio. There was a documentary on 
him. I helped him set up that camp 
that he had in Alabama. I was part of 
that group. [Editor’s note: Bill Riccio, 
a former Klan chaplain and neo-Nazi, 
was the head of a racist skinhead group 
called the Aryan Youth Front in the late 
1980s and early ’90s. Riccio around that 
time set up a backwoods camp he called 
“the WAR House” — for White Aryan 
Resistance. It was equal parts skinhead 
recruiting station, clubhouse and crash 
pad. It was home base for Riccio’s “toy 
soldiers,” white teenaged boys, many 
of them runaways, whom he plied with 
beer while indoctrinating them in racial 
hatred and Hitler worship. In 1992, Riccio 
was the subject of an HBO documen-
tary “Skinheads, U.S.A.” that detailed life 
inside the Aryan Youth Front.]

did you personally do things that you 
now regret having done?
Just mainly fighting. Hurting people. 
Beating black kids. We would go into a 
black neighborhood, or a neighborhood 
that was being encroached upon by 
black gangs. If we attacked somebody in 
a certain area, they wouldn’t see it com-
ing. We’d ambush them. We’d make sure 
not to take on too large a group. That 

“There were things  
that I did that I’m 
not proud of and I’ll 
have to carry with 
me for the rest of my 
life. There was a lot 
of fighting, a lot of 
beatings.”  
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way, they didn’t see who we were.
Doing that tends to hurt somebody 

pretty bad. And I did. On one occasion, I 
hurt somebody pretty bad. I cracked his 
head open pretty good. He never saw it 
coming.

did you use a weapon?
It was the end of an axe handle. I mean, 
that’s something that I’ll have to live 
with, you know.

do you still have memories of that? 
does it come back to you sometimes?
I think about it all the time. Every time 
I see a young kid, I think about it. It’s 
not that I can’t live with it. It’s just — 
I mean, it’s a terrible thing to have to 
think about that you did to somebody. 
I’m not proud of it, but that’s something 
I have to live with.

tell me about your time with riccio.  
He set up this camp in Alabama. He had 
these homeless kids, and they got indoc-
trinated into the skinhead thing. He 
had a little Nazi camp, or whatever, set 
up out there, and he was teaching them 
how to shoot guns and teaching them 
how to be little Nazi fuckers. We basi-
cally helped him do that. We helped him 
clean the place up and set it up so he 
could accommodate more people. 

But then you found yourself alone. how 
did that happen? 
I was in Pensacola one time and I got stuck 
there with some of my so-called friends — 
basically wound up by myself and stuck on 
Pensacola Beach. They left me there. I’m 
assuming we got into it, and they left me.

you had no transportation?
Right. I’m footin’ it. No money, no food. 
This goes on for a while. I’m just kind 
of drifting around and getting food 
stamps, whatnot, getting a little help 
downtown at the shelter. I was afraid 
to stay in the city because there I am, 
a racist sporting Doc Martens [boots, 
much favored by skinheads] and sus-
penders and dirty clothes and little 
Nazi patches. Man, I got out of the city. 
I went to the country. I went to where 
there were some woods. I wound up 
north of the city in the country area. 
I’m still in Pensacola, but I’m kind of 

on the outskirts.

Were the nazi insignia on your clothing 
or did you have tattoos? 
No, I don’t have any Nazi tattoos. It was 
just on my clothes. I had a little patch. You 
know the little armband? When I had peo-
ple around, I liked to sport that. I thought 

I was big shit. I found out real quickly I 
wasn’t. When you’re all alone, you find out 
real quick what you’re made of. 

did you consider going back to your 
family? 
By this time, I’m at the end of my rope. 
I had burned bridges with my family, I 

couldn’t go back to them. There were a 
lot of fights between my family and me 
and in my mind there was no going back.

So I’m just wandering. I’m homeless 
and wandering at 18 years old. I got no 
food; I got no money; it’s cold. I got no 
winter clothes, no blanket. So I’m sleep-
ing in this patch of woods by this lodge. 
There’s a lodge and a baseball field and 
a little concession stand. I’m like, “Okay, 
nobody’s going to see me here.” And 
honestly, I’m thinking, “I’m going to 
break in this place and find some food.” 
That’s why I bedded down there.

how close to the edge were you that night? 
I was thinking heavy thoughts by that 
time, brother. I was thinking, “I’m going 
to do whatever it takes from this point 
on to feed myself and I’m cold, I’m hun-
gry, I’m tired. The next motherfucker 
I come across is going to get it.” That’s 
pretty much what I was thinking. That 
was like the crossroads right there.

What happened when morning arrived? 
I wake up, and I smell food. And there’s 

a blanket on me. I look up, and I’m like, 
“What in the fuck is going on here?” I 
look up, and there’s this black guy over 
there. He’s not homeless, by the way. 
He’s got a fire built. This dude has done 
throwed a blanket on me. He sees my 
bald head. He sees my red suspend-
ers and my red shoelaces in my boots 
and my Nazi patch. This dude sees this. 
He still goes back to his house and gets a 
blanket and some food and brings it back 
to me, covers me up with this blanket. 
Builds a fire and heats up some stew.

He’s a country-ass black dude, mind 
you, but he was a Muslim. He wasn’t 
a Black Muslim like the Black Panther 
Muslims. He was a real Muslim. I didn’t 
know this until later, of course. But I 
wake up and he’s sitting there cooking 
me something to eat. 

Who was the man? 
His name was Alfred. I don’t remember 
his last name. I think it was a typically 
Muslim name. You know how they 
change their names? I think that he had 
changed his last name.

He was determined to help me.  He 
helped me build a little shelter and I 
stayed in that for a couple of months. 
He helped me out with food and gave 
me some clothes and I got rid of all that 
other shit. He tried to get me in on the 
Muslim thing, but I’ve never been real 
religious. I’m still not to this day.

But it wasn’t the religion that won me 
over; it was his kindness. It was the way 
this man helped me despite what I was. It 
probably saved my life. Had he not been 
there, there’s no telling what I would have 
done to put food in my stomach or to get 
money in my pocket. He saved my life. I 
know he changed my life. And, quite pos-
sibly, somebody else’s life, too.

somebody that you didn’t beat up or 
take advantage of.
Right.

how long were you with alfred? 
I stayed there with him a couple of 
months. When winter broke and it got 
warmer, I wanted to get back in touch 
with my family and he helped me. I used 
his phone and his mailbox and stuff. He 
let me come around and work. He’d give 
me a few bucks. I piddled around on his 

little place there and worked enough to 
get a bus ticket to Mobile. My family had 
moved to Mobile at that time. 

how did your life change? 
I got a job and started going to school. 
I got my GED and went to college for 
about a year and a half. Of course, I still 
had a little problem with drugs at that 
time. But the racism, man, that was gone. 
I mean, it just melted it right away when 
I met that guy. It just changed my world. 

did you run into any of your old pals in 
mobile? 
Yeah. Once they knew I was in town, 
some of them found me. It was tense, 
because you don’t get out of those 
groups. They abandoned me, too, so the 
way I looked at it was, “Y’all turned your 
back on me. And there’s this guy I don’t 
even know, a black guy. He’s supposed to 
be my enemy and this dude is feeding me 
and taking care of me and showing me 
kindness, so y’all can just fuck off. You 
want to do something to me, bring it.”

I didn’t have any trouble with them 
physically, but there were a lot of threats, 
typical threats and empty threats. 
They’re some real paper tigers when it 
comes to dealing with one of their own. 
Skinheads are very violent. I’ve seen 
them hurt people. I’ve helped them hurt 
people and I’m ashamed of it. I really 
am. I’ll tell anybody. I’m not afraid to tell 
people that I did that because I’m living 
proof that it can be done and people need 
to know what to look out for. Keep your 
kids close and don’t let them fall into that 
trap because that’s who they’re after — 
little white kids that feel like they don’t 
belong to anything. s

Postscript: Moose Lodge No. 557 in 
Pensacola, Fla., has a ball field along-
side it where a concession stand once 
stood. A representative of the lodge told 
the Intelligence Report that he recalled 
a black handyman named Alfred who 
occasionally worked cutting grass and 
burning trash for the lodge. The lodge 
member said Alfred used to live in a 
house near the Lodge grounds, a struc-
ture that now houses a day care center. 
He said that no one has seen Alfred since 
about 2003. Further efforts to track down 
the man named Alfred were unsuccessful.

“His name was Alfred. 
Had he not been 
there, there’s no telling 
what I would have 
done to put food in 
my stomach or to get 
money in my pocket. 
He saved my life. I 
know he changed 
my life. And, quite 
possibly, somebody 
else’s life, too.”
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WE ARE CHANGE
(WAC) is an orga-
nization that likes 
to quote Martin 
Luther King Jr. , 

Einstein, Gandhi and others talking 
about the evils of war. It describes itself 
as a nonviolent “citizens based grass-
roots peace and social justice movement” 
and reacted angrily this year when the 
Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC) 
categorized it as part of the conspir-
acy-obsessed, antigovernment “Patriot” 
movement .  WAC’s  leader,  Luke 
Rudkowski, complained at the time that 
the SPLC said nothing of WAC’s alleged 
“raising money for 9/11 first responders, 
toy drives during the holidays, clothing 
drives and feeding the homeless.”

But Bruno Ernst Bruhwiler, WAC’s 
Los Angeles leader, puts the group — 
the largest Patriot organization in the 
country, with 102 chapters in 33 states 
— in a considerably more radical light. 
This May, Bruhwiler was charged with 
three counts of making threats and one 
of “willful disobedience” of a court 
order. Court documents suggest that the 

alleged threats were made against a law 
enforcement or court official, but do not 
further spell out the charges. More to the 
point, perhaps, Bruhwiler turns out to be 
deeply enmeshed in the so-called “sov-
ereign citizens” movement — right-wing 
radicals who believe that the government 
has no authority to impose laws and reg-
ulations on most Americans.

Earlier this year,  WAC leader 
Rudkowski told the Report that he started 
We Are Change to showcase “patriot 

journalists.” WAC’s original obsession 
was with 9/11 conspiracy theories — 
still the group’s bread and butter — that 
originated both on the political right and 
the political left. WAC says it rejects the 
“fear-based politics and state mandated 
propaganda being disseminated by the 
Corporate Media which has facilitated 
the cover-up of 9-11.”

But over time, WAC has taken up 
several additional conspiracies specific 
to the radical right. Today, the group’s 
website frets about a looming “one world 
order” and says it seeks “to uncover the 
truth behind the private banking cartel 
of the military industrial complex” that 
wants to “eliminate national sovereignty.” 
Rudkowski now seems particularly 
worried about the alleged role in the sup-
posedly imminent “New World Order” 
of organizations such as the Bilderberg 
group and the Trilateral Commission. 
These institutions have been targeted 
for decades as major global evildoers by 
Patriot groups and other far-right organi-
zations, including several that are racist 
and virulently anti-Semitic.

In the case of the group’s Los Angeles 

leader, Bruhwiler’s website says the 
criminal charges against him stem from 
an incident that occurred while he was 
attending a civil court case involving 
another WAC-LA member. “The Judge 
literally did not like Bruno’s involuntary 
facial expressions, and ordered him out of 
the courtroom,” reads the posting, which 
offered few other details. The Intelligence 
Report’s repeated E-mail and phone 
requests for comment from Bruhwiler 
were not answered. WAC also declined 
to respond to the Report’s requests for 
comment. But on its website, WAC has 
described the charges as baseless.

What may say more about the larger 
group is Bruhwiler’s embrace of sover-
eign citizens movement ideas. As it turns 

out, the WAC-LA leader has engaged 
in some of the practices preached by 
“redemption” scammers, most of whom 
are seeking to wrest millions of dollars 
from the government for their personal 
use. He has allegedly harassed former 
co-workers with “sovereign” letters 
demanding money. And he is a member of 
the Oath Keepers, a conspiracy-oriented 
Patriot group. All in all, it seems clear that 
Bruhwiler, despite Rudkowski’s claims of 
running a relatively moderate group, is 
part and parcel of the most radical wing 
of the Patriot movement.

Two workers at a California market-
ing company where Bruhwiler was laid 
off three years ago told the Report that 
the WAC-LA leader was so enraged that 
he wrote a series of threatening letters 
to the people at the company demand-
ing massive sums of money. They said 
Bruhwiler, who had worked in a graphic 
design section that the firm decided to 
outsource, claimed that he had been 
subjected to wrongful termination, con-
spiracy and abuse of power. The letters 
were brimming with the virtually incom-
prehensible legalistic gobbledygook that 
is typical of such sovereign-citizen fil-
ings. Starting this spring, some of them 
were directed at the two workers, who 

had nothing to do with Bruhwiler’s ter-
mination. (The workers asked not to be 
named for fear of retaliation.)

In one letter, Bruhwiler claims he 
was libeled and discriminated against 
by the recipient. His major beef seems 
to be that the firm supposedly took away 
his “God given freedom of speech when 
speaking out about the treasonous acts 
of 9-11 against the people of the United 
States” and the “treasonous cover up 
by the mainstream media.” Bruhwiler 
also complains of having been slandered 
with respect to his professional skills “by 
imputing to me general disqualification.”

The letter demands payment of 
$100,000 within 21 days, with an addi-
tional $1 million per month for every 

month payment is not received. And 
it orders the recipient to surrender to 
the “authorities for criminal prosecu-
tion.” Next to Bruhwiler’s signature is 
a fingerprint in red ink, which in the 
redemptionist world typically symbol-
izes the blood of a sovereign citizen. It 
also says that the person signing the let-
ter is a “Natural Man Divine creation, and 
a Private, Sentient Sovereign.”

Needless to say, the recipients 
were terrified. “These guys need to be 
watched,” said one woman who only 
worked with Bruhwiler for a few months 
but has nevertheless received two letters 
from him demanding $1 million from her 
personally. “This is crazy and it is scary.”

Bruhwiler also appears to be a partic-
ipant in so-called redemption practices, 
which are rife in the world of sovereign 
citizens. Proponents of this bizarre ideol-
ogy argue that when the U.S. quit the gold 
standard in 1933, it pledged its citizens as 
collateral so it could borrow money based 
on their future earnings. Then, the the-
ory goes, the government funded a secret 
“Treasury Direct Account” for each indi-
vidual that it stocks with millions of 
dollars. Redemptionists have come up 
with a series of bizarre maneuvers that 
are meant to liberate this money from 

the government and have it paid to them 
personally. For most redemptionists, 
this involves, among many other incom-
prehensible steps, filing a “Uniform 
Commercial Code-1” document.

In February, Bruhwiler filed just such 
a form with California Secretary of State’s 
office. His UCC-1 filing says that his “one 
hundred billion United States silver dollars” 
have now been transferred to “Bruno Ernst 
Bruhwiler, a living man, secured party.”

Bruhwiler is also a member of another 
antigovernment group, the Oath Keepers, 
which is made up of law enforcement 
officers, military personnel and veter-
ans. The group, which like WAC is part of 
the Patriot movement, vows to resist gov-
ernment efforts to “disarm the American 
people” or impose martial law or turn cit-
ies into “giant concentration camps” — all 
core Patriot conspiracy theories. (Several 
Oath Keepers have lately been implicated 
in criminal violence, including a Georgia 
member accused in May of plotting to 
take over a Tennessee courthouse and 
place two dozen officials under “citizen’s 
arrest.” Also, in Cleveland, a member is 
awaiting trial on 54 criminal counts 
related to his alleged storing of a live 
napalm bomb at home as well as explo-
sives at a friend’s home.)

In addition, Bruhwiler regularly makes 
pleas for support on popular antigovern-
ment media sites, most notably that of 
leading movement conspiracy-monger 
Alex Jones’ Internet radio show. On June 
17, Jones interviewed Bruhwiler in a seg-
ment that bashed law enforcement. “A lot 
of these cops don’t see us a human,” Jones 
said of the threat case against Bruhwiler. 
“They enjoy throwing milk cows in 
prison. We are seen as slaves, and when 
a slave gets uppity, they got to be put in 
their place.” Jones went on to describe the 
law enforcement officials in question as 
“out of control,” “ruthless” and “tyranni-
cal.” Jones asked Bruhwiler to share his 
E-mail address with Jones’ on-air listen-
ers to solicit funds.

Ironically, Bruhwiler had earlier 
devised a WAC-LA outreach program 
called “Talk to a Cop Wednesdays.” It 
was meant to “befriend and educate law 
enforcement.” Like Luke Rudkowski’s 
claims of running a group that’s all about 
clothing drives and feeding the homeless, 
that now sounds a little hollow. s
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By heidi Beirich

We Are Change’s  
L.A. leader belies group’s 
moderate image

“these guys need to be watched.  
this is crazy and it is scary.”
— a former co-worker reacting to letters from bruno bruhwiler demanding millions of dollars

Bruno Bruhwiler (top) sounded like a peace-lov-
ing moderate when he talked about efforts to 
“befriend and educate law enforcement.” But 
the californian — a member of we are change, 
led by luke rudkowski (above) — appeared in 
a different light after demanding $100 billion 
from the government and sending threatening 
letters to former co-workers.
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With crimes from the 
‘sovereign citizens’ 
movement on the rise, 
a new SPLC roll call 
video promotes law 
enforcement safety
By larry keller

C r i m e s  c o m m i t t e d  by 
adherents of the so-called 
“sovereign citizens” move-
ment — men and women 
who believe they are 

exempt from most laws, regulations and 
tax codes — continue to spread like a 
prairie fire.

In places as disparate as Georgia, 
Indiana, Nevada and Virginia, law enforce-
ment officers are coming up against 
sovereigns allegedly scheming to steal 
houses, pry loose money from the gov-
ernment that isn’t theirs, and harass their 
enemies with crippling property liens and 
other forms of “paper terrorism.”

Threats against law enforcement 
and judicial officials are clearly mul-
tiplying, and since the murder of two 
West Memphis, Ark., police officers by 
a father-son team of sovereigns in May, 
they are being taken increasingly seri-

ously. (The officers were only the latest 
of at least 32 law enforcement officials 
who have been murdered by right-wing 
extremists since the 1995 Oklahoma City 
bombing.) Around the country, officials 
are trying to understand a movement that 
is marked by virtually incomprehensible 
court filings and ideology in order to be 
able to police it.

With this in mind, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center — which published a 
major report on the sovereign movement 
in the last issue of the Intelligence Report
— has produced a 12-minute instructional 
video intended for showing during roll 
call at law enforcement agencies. Those 
who receive the law enforcement edi-
tion of the Report will find a free copy 
of the officer-safety DVD bound into this 
issue. Others can download it from the 
Center’s website at www.splcenter.org/
sovereignvideo.

Narrating the film are two men who 
fully understand the dangers some sov-
ereigns present to authorities: West 
Memphis Police Chief Bob Paudert, 
whose son was one of two officers mur-
dered during what at first appeared 
to be a routine traffic stop on May 20; 
and Jim Cavanaugh, who retired ear-
lier this year after 33 years at the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives. Cavanaugh was a top official 
at the Branch Davidian standoff in Waco, 
Texas, during the five-year hunt for abor-
tion clinic bomber and cop-killer Eric 
Rudolph, and in many other investiga-
tions involving right-wing radicals. Last 

year, he was honored for this work with 
the International Association of Chiefs 
of Police’s Civil Rights Award.

Here is a sampling of recent sovereign 
activity:

• In Indianapolis, Walter Eugene 
Lunsford was sentenced in September 
to two years of probation, to be served 
in home detention, after his convic-
tion on eight counts of fraud and theft 
for using routing numbers from the 
Federal Reserve in a scheme to buy five 
cars valued at more than $150,000. He 
will be required to help state and federal 
authorities with related investigations. 
Lunsford was the Indiana coordinator 
for Guardians of the Free Republics, a 
sovereign citizens group that early this 

year fruitlessly demanded that all 50 gov-
ernors resign. 

• A Harwick, Conn., couple was 
sentenced to three years in prison in 
September for failing to file tax returns 
for 10 years. Frederick and Kimberlee 
Allen testified that taxes on individuals 
are unconstitutional and insisted, falsely, 
that only corporations or citizens living 
abroad are subject to federal taxation.

• A Las Vegas sovereign was sentenced 
to 18 months in prison in August for pos-

session of an unregistered machine gun. 
Harold Call was one of four sovereign 
activists arrested following a three-year 
FBI investigation. The judge in Call’s 
case said some of the court documents he 
had filed were “stuff from outer space.”

• A Henderson, Nev., man counter-
sued a Utah law firm for $38 quadrillion 
(that’s 38 followed by 15 zeros) after the 
firm sued him for placing an unjustified 
lien against the property of one of its cli-
ents. Like many sovereign citizens, the 
plaintiff spelled his name using a colon 
— John Theodore: Anderson. 

• Also in August, Ronald Wade Smith 
Jr. was indicted in Virginia on charges 
that his Safeguard 30/30 Investment 
Club was really a Ponzi scheme that 
defrauded investors out of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. A federal judge 
said Smith seemed to subscribe to the 
“redemption” theory — a scam that 
many sovereigns use to try to get the 
government to pay them huge sums of 
cash. Smith, who improbably claimed an 
annual income of $500 million, said in 
one court hearing that because he had 
not personally signed the Constitution, 
the document “does not apply to me.”

• Ivan Willis Taylor and Princess 
Donya Taylor of Stone Mountain, Ga., 
were arrested in August for allegedly 
trying to steal houses by using bogus sov-
ereign documents. Princess Taylor filed 
a report with the sheriff ’s office claim-
ing she had paid off the mortgage on a 
foreclosed home with a “presidential 
promissory note.” Ivan Taylor told a sher-
iff ’s deputy that he was “an ambassador 
from a sovereign state and was immune 
from arrest,” according to a sheriff ’s 
office report.

The Taylors were but the latest in a 
spate of people arrested in the Atlanta 
metro area for allegedly filing phony doc-
uments to steal homes. (Police say one 
local sovereign stopped for speeding in 
Clayton County had $108,000 hidden 
in his truck, plus 12 bogus surety bonds 
totaling $302.7 billion.) Most of them 
have been black, and authorities say 
they were members of black nationalist 
“Moorish” groups. That is ironic, given 
that sovereign ideology originated in a 
racist group that said only whites could 
be sovereigns and blacks did, indeed, 
have to obey the law. s
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Stopping 
the ‘Sovereigns’

a lesson written in blood: west Memphis, ark., 
Police chief Bob Paudert says information about 
the “sovereign citizens” movement might have 
saved the life of his son.

jim cavanaugh, who narrates much of the sPlc 
roll call video, is a retired atf special agent in 
charge who was a top official in many key inves-
tigations of right-wing radicals.
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UNDer  
AttACK
The religious anti-gay right has been knocked 
back on its heels by gay rights advances.  
But its hardest core angrily presses on 
By Mark Potok

Four teenagers commit sui-
cide in a three-week span 
after being bullied, taunted 
or outed as homosexuals. 
Seven students — at least four 

of whom had endured anti-gay bullying — 
kill themselves over the course of a year in 
a single Minnesota school district. In New 
York, 10 suspects are arrested for torturing 
three gay victims. In Covington, Ky., a series 
of violent anti-gay attacks shock a trendy 
neighborhood. In Vonore, Tenn., a lesbian 
couple’s home, its garage spray-painted 
with “Queers,” is burned to the ground. A 
rash of attacks hits Washington, D.C. And 
in Michigan, a prosecutor harasses a local 
gay rights student leader for months.

All of this is only a sampling of the 
anti-gay attacks occurring around the 
nation, most of it drawn from just the last 
few months. Although the rash of student 
suicides drew major media attention for 
a few days, the reality, gay rights advo-
cates say, is that the LGBT world has 
been plagued by hate violence for years.

But that’s not the way a hard core of 
the anti-gay religious right sees it.

Responding to the wave of teen sui-
cides — including, most dramatically, that 
of 18-year-old Tyler Clementi, a Rutgers 
University student who leaped off the 
George Washington Bridge in New York 
City in September — anti-gay leaders 
instead blamed those who sought to pro-
tect students from bullying.

Bryan Fischer of the American Family 
Association (see profile, p. 36) said gay 
rights activists “pressure these students 
to declare a disordered sexual preference 
when they’re too young to know better, 
[so] they share some culpability.” Family 
Research Council (p. 39) President Tony 
Perkins, a key critic of anti-bullying pro-
grams, said gay activists were “exploiting 
these tragedies to push their agenda.” He 

said that gay kids may know “intuitively” 
that their desires are “abnormal” and that 
the claim, pushed by gay activists, that they 
can’t change “may create a sense of despair 
that can lead to suicide.” Matt Barber of 
Liberty Counsel (p. 41) said those activists 
want “to use the tragedies to increase pres-
sure on the real victims: Christians.”

In fact, the chief target of these anti-gay 
ideologues — the Gay, Lesbian and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN) — has been 
working to get protection from school bul-
lying for a wide range of racial, religious 
and sexual minorities, not only LGBT stu-
dents. It’s extremely hard to see how their 
efforts are exploitative, or how the “real” 
victims of bullying are Christians. GLSEN’s 
mission statement says that it “strives to 
assure that each member of every school 
community is valued.”

What’s more, bullying is only the 
beginning of the violence experienced by 
gays in American society. The reality is 
that homosexuals or perceived homosex-
uals are by far the group most targeted in 
America for violent hate crimes, accord-
ing to an Intelligence Report analysis of 
14 years of federal hate crime data (for 
calculation details, see p. 29). The bot-
tom line: Gay people are more than twice 
as likely to be attacked in a violent hate 
crime as Jews or blacks; more than four 
times as likely as Muslims; and 14 times 
as likely as Latinos.

a changing landscape
Remarkably, most Americans today seem 
to have a sense of the violence that the 
LGBT community is regularly subjected 
to, or in any event are increasingly reject-
ing extreme religious-right narratives 
about the alleged evils of homosexual-

ity. An October poll by the nonpartisan 
Public Religion Research Institute found 
that 65% of Americans believe “places 
of worship contribute to higher rates of 
suicide among gay and lesbian youth” 
(33% said “a lot” and 32% said “a little”). 
Seventy-two percent said places of wor-
ship “contribute to negative views of gay 
and lesbian people” (40% said “a lot” and 
32% said “a little”). (At the same time, the 
survey found that 44% of Americans still 
view same-sex relations as a sin.)

This was not always so. In 2003, the 
legalization of same-sex marriage in 
most of Canada, plus the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s striking down of anti-gay sodomy 
laws in 13 states and a court decision in 
Massachusetts against gay marriage bans, 
produced a major backlash. By 2008, 
fueled by the anti-gay rhetoric and polit-
ical organizing of religious-right groups, 
at least 40 states and the federal govern-
ment had adopted constitutional bans or 
laws against same-sex marriages.

Since then, the record has been mixed. 
But it’s clear that public support for 
same-sex marriage — and opposition to 
its religious opponents — is on the rise.

Five states now allow same-sex mar-
riage, and another three recognize such 
unions from other states. California 
allowed them for some months in 2008, 
but the Proposition 8 referendum ended 
that — until a federal judge this fall 
overturned the proposition, saying it 
discriminated unconstitutionally against 
homosexuals. A 2006 federal bill that 
would have prohibited states from rec-
ognizing same-sex marriage failed. By 

this August, according to a Roper poll, a 
majority of Americans supported same-
sex marriage for the first time. The poll 
found that 52% said the federal govern-
ment should recognize such marriages 
(up from 46% in 2009), and 58% said 
same-sex couples should be entitled to 
the same benefits as other couples.

An earlier Gallup poll, released in 
May 2010, had similar results. It found 
that Americans now see gay relation-
ships as “morally acceptable” by a 52% to 
43% margin — compared to a 55% to 38% 
unfavorable view just eight years earlier. 
Every demographic group within the data 
set grew more accepting — Catholics, for 
instance, polled as 62% favorable, com-
pared to 46% four years ago.

This fall’s mid-term elections were 
the first since the 1990s with no mea-
sures to ban gay marriage on any state 
ballot, according to The Associated Press. 
And although same-sex marriage was an 
issue at press time in four gubernatorial 
races, the AP reported, Democratic can-
didates in Rhode Island and California 
were vying to become the fourth and fifth 
openly gay members of Congress. 

“We’ve reached a tipping point this 
year,” said Wayne Besen, founder of 

TruthWinsOut.com, which monitors the 
anti-gay right. “The religious right is los-
ing some of its steam. We’re going to win 
this issue quicker than people think.”

It may not be only gay rights advo-
cates who think so. Last February, after 
founder James Dobson retired and pastor 
Jim Daly took over, Focus on the Family 
— for years, the powerhouse organization 
of the anti-gay religious right — markedly 
softened its anti-gay rhetoric. Daly began 
meeting with gay rights activists, ended 
the ministry’s controversial “reparative 
therapy” for gays and lesbians, and even 
suggested that legalized same-sex mar-
riage might not be a disaster.

“I will continue to defend traditional 
marriage, but I’m not going to demean 
human beings for the process,” Daly told 

the suicide of rutgers university student tyler 
clementi, who leaped some 200 feet from new 
york city’s george washington Bridge, drew 
national attention to anti-gay hatred.

vigils and other events were held around the 
nation after a wave of teen gay suicides.

anti-gay ideologues like tony Perkins (clockwise 
from below), Bryan fischer and charles colson 
were put on the defensive following years of 
sometimes vicious rhetoric.

Deputy Editor Robert Steinback and Evelyn Schlatter contributed to this report
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an interviewer. “I want to express respect 
for everyone, all human beings. It’s not 
about being highly confrontational.”

digging in
It is in just such situations — when 
long-held societal notions about blacks, 
Latinos, Catholics, homosexuals or other 
minorities are shifting — that violent 
backlashes often set in. As groups like 
Focus on the Family have moderated 
their positions on homosexuality, a hard 
core of anti-gay groups, sensing they are 
being politically marginalized, seem to 
be growing angrier and more radical still.

The reaction of Laurie Higgins of the 
Illinois Family Institute (see profile, p. 41), 
may be illustrative. Upon hearing of Daly’s 
moves, she said the Focus on the Family 
leader was showing “surprising naïveté,” 
adding that he instead “better figure out 
how to stop the pro-homosexual jugger-
naut.” As to his comments about refusing 
to “demean human beings,” Higgins said, 
“The language employed by Mr. Daly 
here is the kind of language commonly 
employed by … homosexualists.”

“True conservatives,” Higgins added 
tartly elsewhere, “need to rethink their 
cowardly refusal to address the inherent 
immorality of homosexual practice and 
their deeply flawed strategy of calling for 
a moratorium on ‘social issues.’”

A leading criminologist and soci-
ologist of hate crimes, Jack Levin of 

Northeastern University, sees evidence 
of the growing radicalization of the 
fringe in other ways. He says perpetra-
tors of anti-gay hate crimes appear to be 
getting older. No longer are they domi-
nated by teens engaging in thrill-seeking 
with predatory gangs of their peers. More 
and more, he says, lone adults are com-
mitting what Levin calls “defensive hate 
crimes” — crimes carried out in reaction 
to sweeping social changes that they see 
as threats to their home, family, religion, 
culture or country.

The shrinking size of the most viru-
lent parts of the anti-gay religious right 
was much in evidence at the August 

“Truth Academy” staged outside Chicago 
by Peter LaBarbera and his Americans 
for Truth About Homosexuality (see 
profile, p. 36). The three-day gather-
ing immediately followed what to many 
anti-gay activists was a kind of nuclear 
disaster — the overturning by a federal 
appeals court judge of Proposition 8, 
which had temporarily ended gay mar-
riage in California.

And what better motivator than a 
“homosexual judge” canceling out some 7 
million votes against same-sex marriage? 
But that turned out not to be the case. 
Subtracting speakers, family members, 
volunteers and at least four interlopers 
who attended only to monitor events, the 
tally of those who paid to hear LaBarbera 
and the others speak during the first day 
was almost certainly fewer than 15.

Nevertheless, for many hard-lin-
ers, fighting homosexuality is a biblical 
imperative. They regard being forced to 
accept uncloseted gays as tantamount to 
being persecuted as Christians. If same-
sex marriage becomes universally legal, 
the Family Research Council’s Perkins 
told the “Call to Conscience” rally held in 
Washington, D.C., on Sept. 4, “In one gen-
eration, we will have gone from banning 
the Bible in public schools to banning 
religious beliefs in society.”

As a result, the hard core of the anti-
gay religious right (for 18 group profiles, 
see p. 35) is digging in. They have grav-
itated toward three particular tactics: 

“love the sinner” rhetoric; secular validation; and 
depicting gays as a global threat.

the hard-liners’ new lines
Not long ago, anti-gay propaganda was remark-
able for its vulgar and wild-eyed tone — depicting 
homosexuals as immoral, feces-eating, disease-rid-
den pedophiles. And some of that tone, particularly 
the idea that gays seek to “recruit” children in 
school, remains in certain quarters. But that kind 
of approach doesn’t resonate much with younger 
audiences, who grew up with positive images of 
openly gay actors, musicians, artists, politicians 
and business leaders. As gays came out of the closet, 
others increasingly found they had gay friends and 
relatives.

Now, more and more groups on the religious right 
are framing their arguments with words that are 
meant to show respect for gays and lesbians. There 
is no better example of that than the Manhattan 
Declaration, drafted in 2009 by Watergate conspir-
ator-turned-evangelist  Charles Colson, Princeton 
University professor Robert P. George and Beeson 
Divinity School Dean Rev. Timothy George.

The declaration framed opposition to same-sex 
marriage as part of seeking an end to the “glam-
orizing” of promiscuity and infidelity generally. It 
emphasized that “our rejection of sin, though res-
olute, must never become the rejection of sinners.” 
It conceded that “there are sincere people who dis-
agree with us … on questions of sexual morality and 
the nature of marriage.” “And so,” it concluded, “it is 
out of love (not ‘animus’) and prudent concern for 
the common good (not ‘prejudice’), that we pledge 
to labor ceaselessly to preserve the legal definition 
of marriage.”

That kinder, gentler language drew the support 
of many, but not as many as the religious right was 
used to getting. After setting a goal of obtaining 
1 million signatures within 10 days of its Nov. 20, 
2009, release, organizers said this Aug. 3 — almost 
nine months later — that they had amassed 463,000 
signatures.

Another emphasis has been in seeking secu-
lar validation for anti-gay arguments — scientific 
evidence of the alleged pitfalls of homosexuality. 
Many on the religious anti-gay right now frame 
their arguments almost entirely around the idea that 
homosexuals present various dangers to children, 
that they will live short and unhappy lives, that they 
are more vulnerable to disease, and so on.

The clearest statement of this may have come in 
late 2008 from Paul Cameron of the Family Research 
Institute (see profile, see p. 40): “We can no lon-
ger rely — as almost all pro-family organizations do 

under attack

anti-gay hate crimes: 
doing the math
The national hate crime statistics published each year by the FBI are 
notoriously sketchy, in large part because, as a 2005 Department of 
Justice study found, most hate crimes are never reported to police 
and those that are typically are not categorized as hate crimes by local 
jurisdictions. Nevertheless, by examining FBI data, it is possible to 
make reasonable estimates of the rates of victimization by various 
targeted minority groups.

To calculate these rates for six categories of victims — homosexuals, 
Jews, blacks, Muslims, Latinos and whites — the Intelligence Report 
first determined the percentage of the U.S. population represented by 
each victim group: homosexuals, 2.1%; Jews, 2.2% (Census Bureau’s 
2009 Statistical Abstract); blacks, 12.9%; Muslims, 0.8% (2009 estimate 
from the Pew Research Center); Latinos, 15.8%; and whites, exclud-
ing Hispanic whites, 65.1%. Of these, the percentage of homosexuals 
in the American population is the most debatable. We use figures on 
self-identified gays, lesbians and bisexuals from a National Health and 
Social Life Survey that were also cited by a coalition of 31 leading gay 
rights organizations as “the most widely accepted study of sexual prac-
tices in the United States.” The 2.1% proportion is calculated from the 
finding that 2.8% of men and 1.4% of women are homosexual.

Next, we compiled the total number of hate crimes against persons 
(that is, excluding hate crimes against property) in those categories 
for the years 1995-2008, the period for which there is complete data. 
We then totaled the crimes for those 14 years in each category and 
calculated what percentage of all hate crimes against persons they 
represented. There were 15,351 anti-homosexual hate crime offenses 
during those years, for instance, which amounts to 17.4% of the total 
of 88,463 reported violent hate crimes. The figures for the remaining 
victim groups were Jews, 7.7%; blacks, 41%; Muslims, 1.5%; Latinos, 
8.8%; and whites, 13.3%.  

Using the figures from the above two paragraphs, we then com-
pared the level of hate crime aimed at each group to that group’s 
percentage in the population to determine the group’s rate of vic-
timization compared to its representation in the population. For 
homosexuals, for example, it was calculated that they are victimized 
at 8.3 times the expected rate (17.4 divided by 2.1). The other catego-
ries were as follows: Jews were victimized at 3.5 times the expected 
rate, blacks at 3.2 times, Muslims at 1.9 times, Latinos at 0.6 times, and 
whites at 0.2 times.

Last, we compared the rate of victimization for homosexuals to that 
of the other groups. The figures show that homosexuals are 2.4 times 
more likely to suffer a violent hate crime attack than Jews (8.3 divided 
by 3.5). In the same way, gays are 2.6 times more likely to be attacked 
than blacks; 4.4 times more likely than Muslims; 13.8 times more likely 
than Latinos; and 41.5 times more likely than whites, according to the 
FBI figures. The basic pattern holds by years as well as across the years.

The bottom line: Homosexuals are far more likely than any other 
minority group in the United States to be victimized by violent hate crime.

— Mark Potok
Janet Smith contributed to this report

when focus on the family pastor jim daly made 
conciliatory moves toward gay activists, the 
hard-line ilinois family institute’s laurie higgins 
accused him of talking like a “homosexualist.”

Paul cameron of the family research institute has 
been the source of many of the falsehoods touted 
by the anti-gay religious right.
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Myth # 1 
homosexuals molest 
children at far higher rates 
than heterosexuals.

the arguMent
Depicting gay men as a threat 
to children may be the sin-
gle most potent weapon for 
stoking public fears about 
homosexuality — and for win-
ning elections and referenda, 
as Anita Bryant found out 
during her successful 1977 

campaign to overturn a Dade 
County, fla., ordinance bar-
ring discrimination against gay 
people. Discredited psycholo-
gist Paul Cameron, the most 
ubiquitous purveyor of anti-
gay junk science, has been a 
major promoter of this myth. 
Despite having been debunked 
repeatedly and very publicly, 
Cameron’s work is still widely 
relied upon by anti-gay orga-
nizations, although many no 
longer quote him by name. 

the facts
According to the American 
Psychological Association, 
“homosexual men are not more 
likely to sexually abuse chil-
dren than heterosexual men 
are.” Gregory Herek, a professor 
at the University of California, 
Davis, who is one of the nation’s 
leading researchers on preju-
dice against sexual minorities, 
reviewed a series of studies and 
found no evidence that gay men 
molest children at higher rates 

than heterosexual men.
Anti-gay activists who make 

that claim allege that all men 
who molest male children should 
be seen as homosexual. But 
research by A. nicholas Groth, 
a pioneer in the field of sexual 
abuse of children, shows that is 
not so. Groth found that there 
are two types of child molest-
ers: fixated and regressive. The 
fixated child molester — the ste-
reotypical pedophile — cannot 
be considered homosexual or 
heterosexual because “he often 
finds adults of either sex repul-
sive” and often molests children 
of both sexes. Regressive child 
molesters are generally attracted 
to other adults, but may 
“regress” to focusing on children 
when confronted with stressful 
situations. Groth found that the 
majority of regressed offenders 
were heterosexual in their adult 
relationships.

The Child Molestation 
Research and Prevention 
Institute notes that 90% of child 
molesters target children in 
their network of family and 
friends. Most child molesters, 
therefore, are not gay people 
lingering outside schools wait-
ing to snatch children from the 
playground, as much religious-
right rhetoric suggests.

Myth # 2 
same-sex parents harm 
children.

the arguMent
Most hard-line anti-gay orga-
nizations are heavily invested, 
from both a religious and a polit-
ical standpoint, in promoting the 
traditional nuclear family as the 
sole framework for the healthy 
upbringing of children. They 
maintain a reflexive belief that 
same-sex parenting must be 
harmful to children — although 
the exact nature of that sup-
posed harm varies widely.  

today — on gleaning scientific ‘bits’ from 
those in liberal academia… . [W]e must 
subvert the academy by doing original, 
honest research ourselves and use this 
to advance the historic Christian faith.”

There’s just one trouble with this 
approach. Almost all the “facts” trotted 
out by the religious right about gays turn 
out to be false or misleading (see story, 
p. 31). And no one does more to create 
these myths than Cameron, whose work 
has been repudiated by three scholarly 
associations. (Others who are commonly 
cited as “researchers” by the anti-gay 

right include Joe Dallas, John R. Diggs, 
Joseph Nicolosi and the late Charles 
Socarides.) In addition, many scholars 
who do serious work in the area of sexu-
ality say their work is misused by anti-gay 
groups. In fact, at least 11 legitimate sci-
entists have recorded video statements 
saying their work was being mischarac-
terized by the religious right.

Related to this effort has been the cre-
ation of “ex-gay” therapies — programs 
run by the religious right that claim, 
against the weight of scientific evidence, 
to be able to turn homosexuals into het-
erosexuals. The problem is that so few 
people seem to have made the change — 
and so many who supposedly did later 
repudiated it.

A final new emphasis being used by 
many of the hard-core anti-gay groups 
is the charge that homosexuals make 
up, in effect, an active conspiracy whose 
agenda includes the destruction of 
Christianity and, ultimately, Western civ-
ilization. Sometimes, their propaganda 
sounds noticeably like Nazi descriptions 
of Jewish plots.

In a Feb. 6 column headlined “The 
bitter fruit of decriminalizing homosex-

ual behavior,” for example, the American 
Family Association’s Bryan Fischer para-
phrased another writer, agreeing that 
decriminalizing homosexuality had left 
society facing “a powerful, vicious, and 
punitive homosexual cabal that is deter-
mined to overthrow completely what 
remains of Judeo-Christian standards 
of sexual morality in the West.” Fischer 
adds that, “as [the writer] points out,” 
gays have received “special protections 
… which come at the expense of religious 
liberty, freedom of conscience, freedom 
of speech and freedom of association 

and lead to the punishment, intimida-
tion and harassment of any who oppose 
their agenda.”

For his part, reflecting on “the rise of 
gay power in the culture,” Americans for 
Truth About Homosexuality’s LaBarbera 
sounded a similar theme during a radio 
broadcast last summer, saying, “The 
homosexual activist movement has very 
strategically insinuated itself into every 
sphere of power in our society.”

And at the Chicago-area Truth 
Academy, Robert Knight of Coral Ridge 
Ministries  (see profile, p. 38) cited a 
2008 Time magazine article that he said 
“makes the case that the Democratic Party 
is a fully owned subsidiary of a group of 
homosexual billionaires.” (In fact, the 
article discussed a group of wealthy gay 
men and their effect on pro-gay politics.) 
Knight then went a few steps further, 
saying that homosexuals in the nation’s 
capital have “blackmail power.”

How is that? So many gays work in 
the hospitality industry, Knight claimed, 
that “they see congressmen dallying with 
their secretaries. They see them with 
their mistresses, and they let them know 
if they step out of line on the gay issue, 

it just might find its way into the wrong 
hands.” He offered no evidence.

“The gay Mafia in Washington,” he 
concluded. “It’s very real.”

Facing the Future
In the end, many legal observers have 
suggested, same-sex marriage — or “mar-
riage equality,” in the words of its backers 
— may well be legalized across the United 
States, whether through the actions of 
the courts or the legislatures. But that 
doesn’t mean that the hard core of reli-
gious resistance is about to disappear.

Frederick Clarkson, an independent 
journalist who has written about the 
American religious right for a quarter of 
a century, notes that the social conflicts set 
off by Roe v. Wade and Brown v. Board of 
Education continued for decades after the 
Supreme Court ruled. Moderating public 
attitudes toward homosexuality, he says, 
are viewed by the religious right as “symp-
toms of a society that has fallen away from 
God’s laws, seriously enough that God is 
ready to smack the country down.”

After all, to the hard core of that 
anti-gay religious right, Clarkson says, 
“homosexuality is a profound capital 
offense against God’s order.”

The upshot, in all likelihood, is that 
violence, hatred and bullying of those 
perceived as homosexual will continue 
into the foreseeable future. Although 
leaders of the hard core of the religious 
right deny it, it seems clear that their 
demonizing propaganda plays a role in 
fomenting that violence — a proposition 
that has sparked a number of Christian 
leaders to speak out in the wake of the 
latest series of tragedies.

“The recent epidemic of bullying-
related teen suicides is a wake-up call to 
us moderate Christians,” the Rev. Fritz 
Ritsch, pastor of St. Stephen Presbyterian 
Church, wrote in October in the Fort 
Worth, Texas, Star-Telegram. “To most 
unchurched Americans — meaning most 
Americans — the fruit of the church is 
bitter indeed. … [T]he bullying crisis has 
put a fine point on the need for moder-
ates to challenge the theological bullies 
from our own bully pulpits. We cannot 
equivocate. Children are dying. We need 
to speak up. If not now, when?” s

“the bullying crisis has put a fine point on 
the need for moderates to challenge the 
theological bullies from our own bully pulpits. 
We cannot equivocate. Children are dying.  
We need to speak up. If not now, when?”

10 mYths
Battling the ‘homosexual agenda,’ the hard-
line religious right has made a series of 
incendiary claims. But they’re just not true
By evelyn schlatter and roBert steinBack

ever since born-again singer and orange juice pitchwoman Anita Bryant 
helped kick off the contemporary anti-gay movement more than 30 years 
ago, hard-line elements of the religious right have been searching for ways 
to demonize homosexuals — or, at a minimum, to find arguments that will 
prevent their normalization in society. for the former florida beauty queen 
and her Save Our Children group, it was the alleged plans of gays and les-
bians to “recruit” in schools that provided the fodder for their crusade. But 
in addition to hawking that myth, the legions of anti-gay activists who fol-
lowed have added a panoply of others, ranging from the extremely doubtful 
claim that homosexuality is a choice, to unalloyed lies like the claims that 
gays molest children far more than heterosexuals or that hate crime laws 
will lead to the legalization of bestiality and necrophilia. These fairy tales 
are important to the anti-gay right, because they form the basis of its claim 
that homosexuality is a social evil that must be suppressed — an opinion 
rejected by virtually all relevant medical and scientific authorities. They also 
almost certainly contribute to hate crime violence directed at homosexuals, 
who are more targeted for such attacks than any other minority in America 
(see story, p. 29). What follows are 10 key myths propagated by the anti-
gay movement, along with the truth behind the propaganda.

under attack
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the facts
no legitimate research has 
demonstrated that same-sex 
couples are any more or any less 
harmful to children than hetero-
sexual couples.

The American Academy 
of Pediatrics in a 2002 policy 
statement declared: “A grow-
ing body of scientific literature 
demonstrates that children 
who grow up with one or two 
gay and/or lesbian parents fare 
as well in emotional, cognitive, 
social, and sexual functioning as 
do children whose parents are 
heterosexual.” That policy state-
ment was reaffirmed in 2009.

The American Psychological 
Association found that “same-
sex couples are remarkably 
similar to heterosexual couples, 
and that parenting effective-
ness and the adjustment, 
development and psycholog-
ical well-being of children is 
unrelated to parental sexual 
orientation.”

Similarly, the Child Welfare 
League of America’s official 
position with regard to same-
sex parents is that “lesbian, gay, 
and bisexual parents are as well-
suited to raise children as their 
heterosexual counterparts.”

Myth # 3
People become homosexual 
because they were sexually 
abused as children or there 
was a deficiency in sex-role 
modeling by their parents.  

the arguMent
Many anti-gay rights propo-
nents claim that homosexuality 
is a mental disorder caused by 
some psychological trauma or 
aberration in childhood. This 
argument is used to counter the 
common observation that no 
one, gay or straight, consciously 
chooses his or her sexual ori-
entation. Joseph nicolosi, 
a founder of the national 

Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexuality, said 
in 2009 that “if you trauma-
tize a child in a particular way, 
you will create a homosexual 
condition.” He also has repeat-
edly said, “fathers, if you don’t 
hug your sons, some other man 
will.” A side effect of this argu-
ment is the demonization of 
parents of homosexuals, who 
are led to wonder if they failed 
to protect a child against sexual 
abuse or failed as role models in 
some important way. In October 
2010, kansas State University 
family studies professor Walter 
Schumm said he was about to 
release a related study argu-
ing that homosexual couples are 
more likely than heterosexuals 
to raise gay or lesbian children. 
the facts
no scientifically sound study 
has linked sexual orientation or 
identity with parental role-mod-
eling or childhood sexual abuse. 

The American Psychiatric 
Association noted in a 2000 
fact sheet on gay, lesbian and 
bisexual issues that “no specific 
psychosocial or family dynamic 
cause for homosexuality has 
been identified, including histo-
ries of childhood sexual abuse.” 
The fact sheet goes on to say 
that sexual abuse does not 
appear to be any more preva-
lent among children who grow 
up and identify as gay, les-
bian or bisexual than in children 
who grow up and identify as 
heterosexual.

Similarly, the national 
Organization on Male Sexual 
Victimization notes on its web-
site that “experts in the human 
sexuality field do not believe 
that premature sexual experi-
ences play a significant role in 
late adolescent or adult sexual 
orientation” and added that it’s 
unlikely that someone can make 
another person a homosexual or 
heterosexual.

With regard to Schumm’s 
study, critics have already said 
that he appears to have merely 
aggregated anecdotal data, a 
biased sample that invalidates 
his findings.

Myth # 4
homosexuals don’t 
live nearly as long as 
heterosexuals.

the arguMent
Anti-gay organizations want to 
promote heterosexuality as the 
healthier “choice.” furthermore, 
the purportedly shorter life spans 
and poorer physical and mental 
health of homosexuals are often 
offered as reasons why gays and 
lesbians shouldn’t be allowed to 
adopt or foster children. 
the facts
This falsehood can be traced 
directly to the discredited 
research of Paul Cameron and 
his family Research Institute, 
specifically a 1994 paper he co-
wrote entitled, “The Lifespan of 
Homosexuals.” Using obituaries 
collected from gay newspapers, 
he and his two co-authors con-
cluded that gay men died, on 
average, at 43, compared to an 
average life expectancy at the 
time of around 73 for all U.S. men. 
On the basis of the same obit-
uaries, Cameron also claimed 
that gay men are 18 times more 
likely to die in car accidents than 
heterosexuals, 22 times more 
likely to die of heart attacks than 
whites, and 11 times more likely 
than blacks to die of the same 
cause. He also concluded that 
lesbians are 487 times more likely 
to die of murder, suicide, or acci-
dents than straight women.

Remarkably, these claims 
have become staples of the 
anti-gay right and have fre-
quently made their way into far 
more mainstream venues. for 
example, William Bennett, edu-
cation secretary under President 

Reagan, used Cameron’s statis-
tics in a 1997 interview he gave 
to ABC news’ “This Week.”

However, like virtually all of 
his “research,” Cameron’s meth-
odology is egregiously flawed 
— most obviously because 
the sample he selected (the 
data from the obits) was not 
remotely statistically repre-
sentative of the homosexual 
population as a whole. even 
nicholas eberstadt, a demog-
rapher at the conservative 
American enterprise Institute, 
has called Cameron’s methods 
“just ridiculous.”

Myth # 5 
homosexuals controlled 
the nazi Party and 
helped to orchestrate the 
holocaust.

the arguMent
This claim comes directly from 
a 1995 book titled The Pink 
Swastika: Homosexuality in the 
Nazi Party, by Scott Lively and 
kevin Abrams. Lively is the vir-
ulently anti-gay founder of 
Abiding Truth Ministries and 
Abrams is an organizer of a 
group called the International 
Committee for Holocaust Truth, 
which came together in 1994 
and included Lively as a member.

The primary argument Lively 
and Abrams make is that gay 
people were not victimized by 
the Holocaust. Rather, Hitler 
deliberately sought gay men for 
his inner circle because their 
“unusual brutality” would help 
him run the party and master-
mind the Holocaust. In fact, 
“the nazi party was entirely 
controlled by militaristic 
male homosexuals through-
out its short history,” the book 
claims. “While we cannot say 
that homosexuals caused the 
Holocaust, we must not ignore 
their central role in nazism,” 
Lively and Abrams add. “To the 

myth of the ‘pink triangle’ — the 
notion that all homosexuals in 
nazi Germany were persecuted 
— we must respond with the 
reality of the ‘pink swastika.’” 

These claims have been 
picked up by a number of anti-
gay groups and individuals, 
including Bryan fischer of the 
American family Association, 
as proof that homosexuals 
are violent and sick. The book 
has also attracted an audience 
among anti-gay church leaders 
in eastern europe and among 
Russian-speaking anti-gay 
activists in America.
the facts
The Pink Swastika has been 
roundly discredited by legit-
imate historians and other 
scholars. Christine Mueller, 
professor of history at Reed 
College, did a line-by-line ref-
utation of an earlier (1994) 
Abrams article on the topic and 
of the broader claim that the nazi 
Party was “entirely controlled” 
by gay men. Historian Jon David 
Wynecken at Grove City College 
also refuted the book, pointing 
out that Lively and Abrams did 
no primary research of their own, 
instead using out-of-context cita-
tions of some legitimate sources 
while ignoring information from 
those same sources that ran 
counter to their thesis.

The myth that the nazis con-
doned homosexuality sprang up 
in the 1930s, started by socialist 
opponents of the nazis as a slan-
der against nazi leaders. Credible 
historians believe that only one of 
the half-dozen leaders in Hitler’s 
inner circle, ernst Röhm, was gay. 
(Röhm was murdered on Hitler’s 
orders in 1934.) The nazis con-
sidered homosexuality one aspect 
of the “degeneracy” they were 
trying to eradicate.

When the national Socialist 
Party came to power in 1933, 
it quickly strengthened 
Germany’s existing penalties 

against homosexuality. Heinrich 
Himmler, Hitler’s security chief, 
announced that homosexu-
ality was to be “eliminated” 
in Germany, along with mis-
cegenation among the races. 
Historians estimate that 
between 50,000 and 100,000 
men were arrested for homo-
sexuality (or suspicion of it) 
under the nazi regime. These 
men were routinely sent to con-
centration camps and many 
thousands died there.

In 1942, the nazis instituted 
the death penalty for homosex-
uals. Offenders in the German 
military were routinely shot. 
Himmler put it like this: “We 
must exterminate these peo-
ple root and branch. … We can’t 
permit such danger to the coun-
try; the homosexual must be 
completely eliminated.”

Myth # 6
hate crime laws will lead to 
the jailing of pastors who 
criticize homosexuality 
and the legalization of 
practices like bestiality and 
necrophilia.

the arguMent
Anti-gay activists, who have 
long opposed adding LGBT peo-
ple to those protected by hate 
crime legislation, have repeat-
edly claimed that such laws 
would lead to the jailing of reli-
gious figures who preach against 
homosexuality — part of a 
bid to gain the backing of the 
broader religious community 
for their position. Janet Porter of 
faith2Action was one of many 
who asserted that the federal 
Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act — signed into law 
by President Obama in October 
2009 — would “jail pastors” 
because it “criminalizes speech 
against the homosexual agenda.”

In a related assertion, anti-
gay activists claimed the law 

would lead to the legaliza-
tion of psychosexual disorders 
(paraphilias) like bestiality 
and pedophilia. Bob Unruh, a 
conservative Christian jour-
nalist who left The Associated 
Press in 2006 for the right-
wing, conspiracist news site 
WorldnetDaily, said shortly 
before the federal law was 
passed that it would legalize 
“all 547 forms of sexual devi-
ancy or ‘paraphilias’ listed 
by the American Psychiatric 
Association.” This claim was 
repeated by many anti-gay 
organizations, including the 
Illinois family Institute.
the facts
The claim that hate crime laws 
could result in the imprison-
ment of those who “oppose the 
homosexual lifestyle” is false. 
The Constitution provides robust 
protections of free speech, and 
case law makes it clear that even 
a preacher who suggested that 
homosexuals should be killed 
would be protected.

neither do hate crime laws 
— which provide for enhanced 
penalties when persons are vic-
timized because of their “sexual 
orientation” (among other fac-
tors) — “protect pedophiles,” 
as Janet Porter and many oth-
ers have claimed. According 
to the American Psychological 
Association, sexual orienta-
tion refers to heterosexuality, 
homosexuality and bisexuality 
— not paraphilias such as pedo-
philia. Paraphilias, as defined 
by the American Psychiatric 
Assocation, are disorders char-
acterized by sexual urges or 
behaviors directed at nonhuman 
objects or non-consenting per-
sons like children, or that involve 
the suffering or humiliation of 
one’s partner.

even if pedophiles, for exam-
ple, were protected under a hate 
crime law — and such a law has 
not been suggested or contem-

plated anywhere — that would 
not legalize or “protect” pedo-
philia. Pedophilia is illegal sexual 
activity, and a law that more 
severely punished people who 
attacked pedophiles would not 
change that.

Myth # 7
allowing homosexuals 
to serve openly would 
damage the armed forces.

the arguMent
Anti-gay groups are adamantly 
opposed to allowing gay men 
and lesbians to serve openly 
in the armed forces, not only 
because of their purported fear 
that combat readiness will be 
undermined, but because the 
military has long been consid-
ered the purest meritocracy in 
America (the armed forces were 
successfully racially integrated 
long before American civilian 
society, for example). If gays 
can serve honorably and effec-
tively in this meritocracy, that 
would suggest that there is no 
rational basis for discriminating 
against them in any way.
the facts
Homosexuals now serve in 
the U.S. armed forces, though 
under the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” (DADT) policy instituted in 
1993, they cannot serve openly. 
At the same time, gays and les-
bians serve openly in the armed 
forces of 25 countries, includ-
ing Britain, Israel, South Africa, 
Canada and Australia, accord-
ing to a report released by the 
Palm Center, a policy think tank 
at the University of California at 
Santa Barbara. The Palm Center 
report concluded that lifting 
bans against openly gay service 
personnel in these countries 
“ha[s] had no negative impact 
on morale, recruitment, reten-
tion, readiness or overall combat 
effectiveness.” Successful tran-
sitions to new policies were 
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attributed to clear signals of lead-
ership support and a focus on a 
uniform code of behavior without 
regard to sexual orientation.

A 2008 Military Times poll of 
active-duty military personnel, 
often cited by anti-gay activists, 
found that 10% of respondents 
said they would not re-enlist if 
the DADT policy were repealed. 
That would mean some 228,000 
people might leave the mili-
tary in that instance. But a 2009 
review of that poll by the Palm 
Center suggested a wide dispar-
ity between what soldiers said 
they would do and their actual 
actions. It noted, for example, 
that far more than 10% of West 
Point officers in the 1970s said 
they would leave the service if 
women were admitted to the 
academy. “But when the inte-
gration became a reality,” the 
report said, “there was no mass 
exodus; the opinions turned out 
to be just opinions.” Similarly, 
a 1985 survey of 6,500 male 
Canadian service members and 
a 1996 survey of 13,500 British 
service members each revealed 
that nearly two-thirds expressed 
strong reservations about serv-
ing with gays. Yet when those 
countries lifted bans on gays 
serving openly, virtually no one 
left the service for that reason. 
“none of the dire predictions 
of doom came true,” the Palm 
Center report said.

Myth # 8 
homosexuals are more 
prone to be mentally ill and 
to abuse drugs and alcohol.

the arguMent
Anti-gay groups want not only 
to depict sexual orientation as 
something that can be changed 
but also to show that hetero-
sexuality is the most desirable 
“choice” — even if religious 
arguments are set aside. The 
most frequently used secu-

lar argument made by anti-gay 
groups in that regard is that 
homosexuality is inherently 
unhealthy, both mentally and 
physically. As a result, most 
anti-gay rights groups reject the 
1973 decision by the American 
Psychiatric Association (APA) 
to remove homosexuality from 
its list of mental illnesses. Some 
of these groups, including the 
particularly hard-line Traditional 
Values Coalition, claim that 
“homosexual activists” man-
aged to infiltrate the APA in 
order to sway its decision.
the facts
All major professional men-
tal health organizations are on 
record as stating that homosex-
uality is not a mental disorder.

It is true that LGBT people 
suffer higher rates of anxiety, 
depression, and depression-
related illnesses and behaviors 
like alcohol and drug abuse 
than the general population. But 
studies done during the past 15 
years have determined that it 
is the stress of being a member 
of a minority group in an often-
hostile society — and not LGBT 
identity itself — that accounts 
for the higher levels of mental 
illness and drug use. 

Richard J. Wolitski, an 
expert on minority status and 
public health issues at the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, put it like this in 
2008: “economic disadvantage, 
stigma, and discrimination … 
increase stress and diminish the 
ability of individuals [in minor-
ity groups] to cope with stress, 
which in turn contribute to poor 
physical and mental health.”

Myth # 9 
no one is born a homosexual.

the arguMent
Anti-gay activists keenly oppose 
the granting of “special” civil 
rights protections to homosex-

uals similar to those afforded 
black Americans and other 
minorities. But if people are born 
gay — in the same way people 
have no choice as to whether 
they are black or white — dis-
crimination against homosexuals 
would be vastly more difficult 
to justify. Thus, anti-gay forces 
insist that sexual orientation is 
a behavior that can be changed, 
not an immutable characteristic. 
the facts 
Modern science cannot state 
conclusively what causes sex-
ual orientation, but a great many 
studies suggest that it is the 
result of biological and environ-
mental forces, not a personal 
“choice.” One of the more recent 
is a 2008 Swedish study of twins 
(the world’s largest twin study) 
that appeared in The Archives of 
Sexual Behavior and concluded 
that “[h]omosexual behaviour 
is largely shaped by genetics 
and random environmental fac-
tors.” Dr. Qazi Rahman, study 
co-author and a leading scien-
tist on human sexual orientation, 
said: “This study puts cold water 
on any concerns that we are 
looking for a single ‘gay gene’ or 
a single environmental variable 
which could be used to ‘select 
out’ homosexuality — the factors 
which influence sexual orienta-
tion are complex. And we are 
not simply talking about homo-
sexuality here — heterosexual 
behaviour is also influenced by a 
mixture of genetic and environ-
mental factors.”

The American Psychological 
Association (APA) acknowl-
edges that despite much 
research into the possible 
genetic, hormonal, social and 
cultural influences on sexual 
orientation, no evidence has 
emerged that would allow sci-
entists to pinpoint the precise 
causes of sexual orientation. 
Still, the APA concludes that 
“most people experience little or 

no sense of choice about their 
sexual orientation.”

In October 2010, kansas 
State University family stud-
ies professor Walter Schumm 
said he was about to release a 
study showing that gay parents 
produced far more gay children 
than heterosexual parents. He 
told a reporter that he was “try-
ing to prove [homosexuality is] 
not 100% genetic.” But critics 
suggested that his data did not 
prove that, and, in any event, 
virtually no scientists have sug-
gested that homosexuality is 
caused only by genes.

Myth # 10
gay people can choose to 
leave homosexuality.

the arguMent
If people are not born gay, as 
anti-gay activists claim, then it 
should be possible for individu-
als to abandon homosexuality. 
This view is buttressed among 
religiously motivated anti-
gay activists by the idea that 
homosexual practice is a sin 
and humans have the free will 
needed to reject sinful urges.

A number of “ex-gay” reli-
gious ministries have sprung 
up in recent years with the 
aim of teaching homosexu-
als to become heterosexuals, 
and these have become prime 
purveyors of the claim that 
gays and lesbians, with the 
aid of mental therapy and 
Christian teachings, can 
“come out of homosexuality.” 
exodus International, the larg-
est of these ministries, plainly 
states, “You don’t have to be 
gay!” Another, the national 
Association for Research and 
Therapy of Homosexuality, 
describes itself as “a profes-
sional, scientific organization 
that offers hope to those who 
struggle with unwanted 
homosexuality.”

the hard-Liners
A small coterie of groups now comprise the hard 
core of the anti-gay movement 

Even as some well-known anti-gay groups like Focus on the Family 
moderate their views, a hard core of smaller groups, most of them 
religiously motivated, have continued to pump out demonizing pro-
paganda aimed at homosexuals and other sexual minorities. These 
groups’ influence reaches far beyond what their size would suggest, 
because the “facts” they disseminate about homosexuality are often 
amplified by certain politicians, other groups and even news organi-
zations. Of the 18 groups profiled below, the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC) will be listing 13 next year as hate groups (eight were 
previously listed), reflecting further research into their views; those are 
each marked with an asterisk. Generally, the SPLC’s listings of these 
groups is based on their propagation of known falsehoods — claims 
about LGBT people that have been thoroughly discredited by scientific 
authorities (see story, p. 31) — and repeated, groundless name-calling. 
Viewing homosexuality as unbiblical does not qualify organizations 
for listing as hate groups.

By evelyn schlatter

*Abiding truth 
Ministries
springfield, Mass.

Abiding Truth Ministries 
serves mainly as a launching 
pad for an international anti-
gay campaign. Its founder, 
Scott Lively, is also responsible 
for a book, widely cited by gay-
bashers, accusing homosexuals 
of running the Nazi Party.

Lively first emerged as 
an anti-gay activist when 
he became communica-
tions director for the Oregon 
Citizens Alliance, which was 
backing that state’s noto-
rious Measure 9 vote in 
1992. The measure, which 

failed, would have added 
language to the state consti-
tution listing homosexuality, 
along with pedophilia and 
masochism,  as  “abnor-
mal behavior.” Lively later 
served as California direc-
tor of the American Family 
Association, another particu-
larly hard-line anti-gay group 
(see below).

Lively is best known for 
co-authoring, with Kevin 
Abrams, The Pink Swastika: 
Homosexuality in the Nazi 
Party. The book makes a 
series of claims that vir-
tually no serious historian 
agrees with: that Hitler was 
gay, that “the Nazi Party was 
entirely controlled by milita-

ristic homosexuals,” and that 
gays were especially selected 
for the SS because of their 
innate brutality. The claims 
are entirely false (see story, 
p. 32); in fact, the Nazis mur-
dered significant numbers of 
gays and made homosexual-
ity a death penalty offense 
in 1942. In the foreword, 
Abrams adds that homosexu-
ality is “primarily a predatory 
addiction striving to take the 
weak and unsuspecting down 
with it. … They have no idea 
of how to act in the best inter-
ests of their country… . Their 
intention is to serve none but 
themselves.” 

Lively has taken his mes-
sage abroad to Eastern Europe 

the facts
“Reparative” or sexual reori-
entation therapy — the 
pseudo-scientific founda-
tion of the ex-gay movement 
— has been rejected by all 
the established and repu-
table American medical, 
psychological, psychiatric, and 
professional counseling organi-
zations. In 2009, for instance, 
the American Psychological 
Association adopted a res-
olution, accompanied by a 
138-page report, that repudiated 
ex-gay therapy. The report con-
cluded that compelling evidence 
suggested that cases of individ-
uals going from gay to straight 
were “rare” and that “many indi-
viduals continued to experience 
same-sex sexual attractions” 
after reparative therapy. The 
APA resolution added that 
“there is insufficient evidence to 
support the use of psychological 
interventions to change sexual 
orientation” and asked “men-
tal health professionals to avoid 
misrepresenting the efficacy 
of sexual orientation change 
efforts by promoting or promis-
ing change in sexual orientation.” 
The resolution also affirmed that 
same-sex sexual and romantic 
feelings are normal.

Some of the most striking, 
if anecdotal, evidence of the 
ineffectiveness of sexual reori-
entation therapy has been the 
numerous failures of some of 
its most ardent advocates. for 
example, the founder of exodus 
International, Michael Bussee, 
left the organization in 1979 
with a fellow male ex-gay coun-
selor because the two had fallen 
in love. Alan Chambers, cur-
rent president of exodus, said 
in 2007 that with years of ther-
apy, he’s mostly conquered 
his attraction to men, but then 
admitted, “By no means would 
we ever say that change can be 
sudden or complete.” s
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(see Watchmen on the Walls, 
below), Africa and Russia. 
In a 2007 open letter to the 
Russian people, he asserted 
that “homosexuality is a per-
sonality disorder that involves 
various, often dangerous sex-
ual addictions and aggressive, 
anti-social impulses.” In 2009, 
he went to Uganda to speak 
at a major conference on the 
evils of homosexuality, saying, 
among other things: “The gay 
movement is an evil institution. 
The goal of the gay movement 
is to defeat the marriage-based 
society and replace it with a 
culture of sexual promiscuity.” 
He also met with Ugandan law-
makers. A month after Lively 
left the country, a bill was intro-
duced that called for the death 
penalty for certain homosexual 
acts and prison for those who 
fail to disclose gays’ identities.

In 2008, Lively started the 
Redemption Gate Mission 
Society, a church that seeks 
to “re-Christianize” the city 
of Springfield, Mass., where 
he lives.

*American Family 
Association
tupelo, Miss.

Methodist minister Donald E. 
Wildmon formed the National 
Federation for Decency in 
1977, changing its name to the 
American Family Association 
(AFA) in 1988. Today, the group, 
which was taken over by Tim 
Wildmon after his father’s 2010 

retirement, claims a remarkable 
2 million online supporters and 
180,000 subscribers to its AFA 
Journal. It also broadcasts over 
nearly 200 radio stations.

The AFA seeks to support 
“traditional moral values,” but 
in recent years it has seemed 
to specialize in “combating 
the homosexual agenda.” In 
2009, it hired Bryan Fischer, 
the former executive director 
of the Idaho Values Alliance, 
as its director of analysis for 
government and policy. Taking 
a page from the anti-gay fabu-
list Scott Lively (see Abiding 
Truth Ministries, above), 
Fischer claimed in a blog post 
last May 27 that “[h]omosex-
uality gave us Adolph Hitler, 
and homosexuals in the mili-
tary gave us the Brown Shirts, 
the Nazi war machine and 6 
million dead Jews.” (Ironically, 
the elder Wildmon was widely 
denounced as an anti-Sem-
ite after suggesting that Jews 
control the media, which the 
AFA says “shows a genuine 
hostility towards Christians.”) 
Fischer has described Hitler 
as “an active homosexual” who 
sought out gays “because he 
could not get straight soldiers 
to be savage and brutal and 
vicious enough.” He proposed 
criminalizing homosexual 
behavior in another 2010 blog 
post and has advocated forcing 
gays into “reparative” therapy. 
In a 2010 “action alert,” the AFA 
warned that if homosexuals are 
allowed to openly serve in the 
military, “your son or daughter 

may be forced to share mili-
tary showers and barracks with 
active and open homosexuals.”

Gays aren’t the AFA’s only 
enemies. “Islam is a totalitar-
ian political ideology,” Fischer 
said in August 2010. “It is as 
racist as the KKK. … Allowing 
a mosque to be built in town 
is fundamentally no different 
that granting a building per-
mit to a KKK cultural center 
built in honor of some King 
Kleagle.” In late 2009, he 
suggested that all Muslims 
should be banned from join-
ing the U.S. military.

And then there are the 
promiscuous. On his May 
26, 2010, radio show, Fischer 
recounted the biblical story 
of Phineas, who used a spear 
to kill a man and a woman 
who were having sex. Citing 
the nation’s “rampant sex-
ual immorality,” Fischer said, 
“God is obviously looking for 
more Phineases in our day.”

*Americans for 
truth About 
homosexuality
naperville, ill.

Americans for Truth About 
Homosexuality (AFTAH) was 
formed as a part-time venture 
in 1996 by long-time gay-basher 
Peter LaBarbera, who reorga-
nized it in 2006 as a much more 
serious and influential, if often 
vicious, operation.

A one-time reporter for 
the conservative Washington 
Times, LaBarbera has been 
an energetic campaigner 
against “the radical homo-
sexual agenda” since at least 
1993, when he launched 
The Lambda Report, which 
claimed to do first-hand 
reporting to expose its gay 
enemies. Over the years, 
he has been an off icial 

with Accuracy in Media, 
C o n c e r n e d  Wo m e n  f o r 
America, the Family Research 
Council and the Illinois 
Family Institute (see below 
for the last three). He left 
the Illinois Family Institute, 
where he’d been executive 
director, in 2006.

AFTAH is notable for its 
posting of the utterly discred-
ited work of Paul Cameron 
(of the Family Research 
Institute; see below), who has 
claimed that gays and lesbians 
live vastly shorter lives than 
heterosexuals. Among the 
Cameron propaganda pub-
lished by AFTAH are 2007 
claims that gays and lesbians 
in Norway and Denmark live 
24 fewer years than hetero-
sexuals. Reviewing that claim, 
Danish epidemiologist Morten 
Frisch found that it had no 
scientific basis (see story on 
related Cameron claims, p. 32). 
LaBarbera himself, in 2002, 
compared the alleged dangers 
of homosexuality to those of 
“smoking, alcohol and drug 
abuse.” Similarly, AFTAH’s 
website carries essays describ-
ing homosexuality as a “lethal 
behavior addiction,” a “danger-
ous” practice that is “neither 
normal nor benign.”

In 2007, LaBarbera claimed 
there was “a disproportion-
ate incidence of pedophilia” 
among gay men — yet another 
false assertion (see story, 
p. 31). The same year, he 
posted an open letter to the 
Lithuanian people from long-
time gay-basher Scott Lively 
(see Abiding Truth Ministries, 
above), who has made a series 
of false claims about gays run-
ning the German Nazi Party. 
In the piece posted to the 
AFTAH website, Lively said 
homosexuals are trying to 
take away free speech from 
all opponents of gays and to 

silence all religious opinions 
on the matter.

The AFTAH site repeats 
bogus claims like the idea that 
a proposed bill in California 
would “promote cross-dress-
ing, sex-change operations, 
bisexuality and homosexu-
ality” to kindergartners and 
other children. And it ran an 
essay that falsely asserted that 
hate crime laws would “restrict 
our speech” (see story, p. 33).

*American Vision
Powder springs, ga.

Led since 1986 by Gary 
DeMar, American Vision is 
one of the primary exponents 
of the doctrine of “Christian 
Reconstruction” — the idea 
that the U.S. was founded as a 
“Christian nation” and that its 
democracy should be replaced 
with a theocratic govern-
ment based on Old Testament 
law. As a practical matter, that 
means American Vision, which 
describes its goal as “restor[ing] 
America’s Biblical foundation,” 
backs the death penalty for 
practicing homosexuals.

DeMar has modified that 
dictum slightly in the past, say-
ing that homosexuals wouldn’t 
all be executed under a “recon-
structed” government, but 
that he did believe that the 
occasional execution of “sod-
omites” would serve society 
well because “the law that 
requires the death penalty for 
homosexual acts effectively 
drives the perversion of homo-
sexuality underground, back 
into the closet.” More recently, 
while hosting American 
Vision’s “The Gary DeMar 
Show” in December 2009, 
Joel McDurmon, the group’s 
research director, agreed that 
the Bible does call for kill-
ing homosexuals. And, he 

said, “when most of a society 
is Christian, is biblical, then it 
[execution of gays] is perfectly 
normal; it should definitely be 
in place.”

In April 2009, DeMar said: 
“Homosexuals aren’t content 
with only having the bed-
room. They have taken their 
perversion into the class-
rooms, teaching that such 
practices are normal. There 
is nothing normal about what 
homosexuals do.”

DeMar, who was closely 
a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  l a t e  D. 
James Kennedy of Coral 
R i d g e  M i n i s t r i e s  ( s e e 
below), is a central figure 
in Reconstruction theology, 
which was founded by R.J. 
Rushdoony (see Chalcedon 
Foundation,  below).  He 
is co-author of Christian 
Reconstruction: What It Is, 
What It Isn’t with Gary North.

DeMar has also said that 
a “long-term goal” should be 
“the execution of abortion-
ists and their parents.” Islam 
is another enemy, he said in 
August 2010: “The long-term 
goal of Islam is the abolition of 
our constitutional freedoms.”

*Chalcedon 
Foundation
vallecito, calif.

The Chalcedon Foundation, 
named after a 451 A.D. coun-
cil that proclaimed the state’s 
subservience to God, was 
started in 1965 by Rousas 
John Rushdoony, who is 
known as “father of Christian 
Reconstruction” theology. Led 
by Rushdoony’s son, Mark, 
since the elder Rushdoony’s 
death in 2001, the founda-
tion continues to push for the 
imposition of Old Testament 
law on America and the world.

Reconstruction, as described 

in R.J. Rushdoony’s founda-
tional 1973 book The Institutes 
of Biblical Law, is opposed to 
modern notions of equality, 
democracy or tolerance — 
instead, it embraces the most 
draconian of religious views. 
Rushdoony supported the 
death penalty for homosexuals, 
among other “abominators.” 
He also opposed what he called 
“unequal yoking” — interra-
cial marriage — and “enforced 
integration,” insisting that “[a]
ll men are NOT created equal 
before God” (the Bible, he 
explained, “recognizes that 
some people are by nature 
slaves”). Rushdoony also 
denied the Holocaust, saying 
the murder of 6 million Jews 
was “false witness.”

Rushdoony’s Reconstruction 
is indeed radical, even including 
“incorrigible children” among 
those deserving death. And vir-
tually all of his works remain 
for sale on the Chalcedon 
Foundation website.

Today, most fundamental-
ist leaders deny holding such 
views. But a Who’s Who of 
the religious right — includ-
ing Tim and Beverly LaHaye 
(see Concerned Women for 
America, below), Donald 
Wildmon (American Family 
Association, above), and the 
late D. James Kennedy (Coral 
Ridge Ministries, below) — 
once served alongside the 
elder Rushdoony on the 
Coalition for Revival, a group 
formed in 1984 to “reclaim 
America.” Rushdoony report-
edly was also a member of the 

secretive Council of National 
Policy, a group of archconser-
vative leaders.

Christian Anti-
Defamation 
Commission
vista, calif.

Originally incorporated in 
1999 by retired Army Gen. 
William Hollis, the Christian 
Anti-Defamation Commission 
(CADC) says its goal is to serve 
as a “first line of response to 
anti-Christian defamation, big-
otry and discrimination.” It was 
largely inactive until 2007, when 
it brought in as its new leader 
the Rev. Gary Cass, who claims 
that Christian-bashing, “the 
last acceptable form of bigotry 
in America, is alive and well and 
growing more intense and hys-
terical by the day.”

The CADC is  heavily 
focused on the alleged evils 
of homosexuality. It has called 
the idea of allowing gays to 
serve openly in the military 
“evil”; opposed hate crimes 
legislation (which many reli-
gious-right groups falsely 
assert would make it easy 
to send pastors to prison for 
condemning homosexuality; 
see story, p. 33); and raged 
against a judge’s overturning 
of California’s Proposition 
8, which had invalidated 
same-sex marriages. With 
regard to that last, it said: 
“Homosexuals have turned 
away from humbly worship-
ping the true and living God 

under attack

“homosexuality gave us Adolph 
hitler, and homosexuals in the 
military gave us the Brown Shirts, 
the nazi war machine and 6 million 
dead Jews.”

“homosexuals have turned away 
from humbly worshipping the true 
and living God and his transcendent 
moral order in order to make an idol 
out of their sexual perversion.”
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and his transcendent moral 
order in order to make an idol 
out of their sexual perversion 
and chaos.”

The group also has pro-
tested a lawsuit seeking to end 
public use of the motto, “In 
God We Trust”; encouraged 
the IRS to investigate the anti-
theocratic Americans United 
for Separation of Church and 
State; and opposed a pro-
posed Islamic center in New 
York City, saying Muslims 
“are exploiting the liberty we 
afford them to honor a mur-
derous ideology that denies 
religious liberty every where 
[sic] it can.”

Although it is somewhat 
benign by comparison, the 
CADC has an advisory board 
that includes some of the 
country’s most hard-line anti-
gay activists: Lou Sheldon, 
head of the Traditional Values 
Coalition (see below); Donald 
Wildmon, the founder of the 
American Family Association 
(above); and O’Neal Dozier, a 
pastor who wrote in his 2008 
book that “[h]omosexuality not 
only spreads disease and neu-
tralizes God’s command,” but 
also “destroys families.” The 
board also includes Carmen 
Mercer, a former top official of 
the Minuteman Civil Defense 
Corps, a now-defunct nativ-
ist group that once ran its own 
armed civilian border patrols.

Concerned Women 
for America
washington, d.c.

San Diego, Calif., activist 
Beverly LaHaye, whose hus-
band Tim would go on to 
become famous as co-author 
of  the Left  Behind  nov-
els depicting the end times, 
started Concerned Women 
for America (CWA) in 1979 to 

create an anti-feminist group 
that matched the power of 
the National Organization for 
Women. Today, CWA claims 
more than 500,000 members 
organized into state chapters, 
a radio program that reaches 
more than 1 million listeners, 
and a cadre of attorneys and 
researchers devoted to the 
group’s mission of promoting 
biblical values.

LaHaye has blamed gay 
people for a “radical left-
ist crusade” in America and, 
over the years, has occasion-
ally equated homosexuality 
with pedophilia (see related 
story, p. 31). In 2001, she hired 
prominent anti-gay propagan-
dists Robert Knight (now with 
Coral Ridge Ministries; see 
below) and Peter LaBarbera 
(now with Americans for 
Truth About Homosexuality, 
above) to launch CWA’s 
Culture and Family Institute. 
Matt Barber was CWA’s policy 
director for cultural issues in 
2007 and 2008 before moving 
on to similar work with the 
Liberty Counsel (below). 

While at CWA, on April 12, 
2007, Barber suggested against 
all the evidence (see story, p. 
29) that there were only a “min-
iscule number” of anti-gay hate 
crimes and most of those “may 
very well be rooted in fraud-
ulent reports.” In comments 
that have since disappeared 
from CWA’s website, Barber 
demanded a federal probe of 
“homosexual activists” for 
their alleged fabrications of 
hate crime reports.

CWA long relied on and 
displayed Knight’s articles 
and talking points, including 
claims that “homosexuality 
carries enormous physical and 
mental health risks” and “gay 
marriage entices children to 
experiment with homosexual-
ity.” Most remarkably, Knight 

cited the utterly discredited 
work of Paul Cameron (see 
Family Research Institute, 
below) to bolster claims that 
homosexuality is harmful.

Today, CWA continues 
to make arguments against 
homosexuality on the basis 
of dubious claims. President 
Wendy Wright said this 
August that gay activists were 
using same-sex marriage 
“to indoctrinate children in 
schools to reject their parents’ 
values and to harass, sue and 
punish people who disagree.” 
Last year, CWA accused the 
Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 
Education Network (GLSEN), 
a group that works to stop 
anti-gay bullying in schools, of 
using that mission as a cover 

to promote homosexuality in 
schools, adding that “teach-
ing students from a young 
age that the homosexual life-
style is perfectly natural … will 
[cause them to] develop into 
adults who are desensitized to 
the harmful, immoral reality 
of sexual deviance.”

Coral Ridge 
Ministries
fort lauderdale, fla.

The late  Rev.  D.  James 
Kennedy started turning 
fundamentalist Coral Ridge 
Presbyterian into a mega-
church in the 1960s, adding 
Coral Ridge Ministries (CRM) 
as its action arm in 1974 and 
claiming some 10,000 mem-
bers by the 1990s. During 

the fiscal year ending in June 
2009, CRM raised almost $18 
million and spent more than 
$6 million of that on television 
and radio outreach efforts.

Over the years, Kennedy 
emphasized anti-gay rhetoric, 
particularly in his TV ministry. 
He recommended as “essen-
tial” the virulent work of R.J. 
Rushdoony (see Chalcedon 
Foundation, above), who 
believed practicing gays 
should be executed. In an 
especially nasty 1989 edition 
of a CRM newsletter, Kennedy 
ran photographs of children 
along with the tagline, “Sex 
With Children? Homosexuals 
Say Yes!”

After Kennedy died in 2007, 
Coral Ridge Presbyterian 

seemed to change course, 
merging in 2009 with New 
City Presbyterian Church 
under its pastor, Tullian 
Tchividjian, a grandson of 
evangelist Billy Graham. 
Tchividjian began to move 
the church away from divisive 
social issues; some 500 mem-
bers of Coral Ridge, including 
Kennedy’s daughter, left as a 
result. Today, Tchividjian says 
that the church, with 2,400 
congregants, is entirely sepa-
rate from CRM.

CRM, however, has con-
tinued its hard-line course. In 
2009, it hired anti-gay activ-
ist Robert Knight as a senior 
writer and Washington, D.C., 
correspondent. Knight has 
used the work of discredited 
researcher Paul Cameron (see 
Family Research Institute, 

below). In one recent essay on 
the CRM website, he argued 
against allowing homosexuals 
to serve openly in the military, 
saying that “Bible-believing 
Christians would quickly find 
themselves unwelcome in 
Barney Frank’s new pansex-
ual, cross-dressing military.” 
(Hector Padron, CRM’s exec-
utive vice president, wrote 
last May that such a change 
would post a “grave threat to 
the military.”)

In 2002, before joining 
CRM, Knight wrote that gay 
marriage “entices children 
to experiment with homo-
sexuality” and that accepting 
homosexuality leads to “a loss 
of stability in communities, 
with a rise in crime, sexually 
transmitted diseases and other 
social pathologies. Still another 
is a shortage of employable, sta-
ble people.” 

*Dove World 
Outreach Center
gainesville, fla.

The Dove World Outreach 
Center was founded in 1986 by 
Don Northrup and described 
itself as a “total concept 
church” in which all would 
be served. But Northrup died 
in 1996, and his successor 
brought in long-time Northrup 
associate Terry Jones as Dove’s 
leader in 2001. Since then, 
Jones has spouted increas-
ingly vicious attacks on gays 
and Muslims, culminating in 
a plan that drew worldwide 
condemnation this September 
to hold an “International Burn 
a Koran Day.”

Jones and his  family 
had spent some 20 years in 
Cologne, Germany, running 
a church that was allied with 
Dove. When he was asked 
to take over the Gainesville 

c h u r c h ,  h e  a p p a r e n t l y 
divided his time between 
the two until 2008, when the 
Cologne church was closed 
amid criticism of Jones by its 
congregants.

Jones pushed himself into 
the headlines last March, 
when he surrounded Dove 
with signs aimed at Craig 
Lowe, a Gainesville city 
commissioner who was run-
ning for mayor, that said “No 
Homo Mayor.” After an elec-
tioneering complaint was 
filed with the IRS (nonprofit 
churches cannot intervene in 
political campaigns), Jones 
had the signs shortened to the 
more generic “No Homo.” At 
one point, Jones and 30 of his 
congregants joined an anti-
gay rally by the Westboro 
Baptist Church, which runs 
the Godhatesfags.com web-
site and regularly pickets the 
funerals of U.S. soldiers, say-
ing God is killing soldiers 
because America is a “fag-
enabling” nation.

Jones is also the author of 
a book entitled Islam is of the 
Devil, and he has used that 
phrase on another set of signs 
posted around his church and 
sent his followers’ children to 
school in T-shirts bearing that 
slogan. (The school refused 
to let the children wear the 
shirts, and the ACLU filed 
suit against it as a result.) He 
regularly repeats the phrase 
on his “Braveheart Show,” 
an Internet video program 
where he asserted last April 
that “[h]omosexuality makes 
God throw up.”

Jones and his tiny congre-
gation became momentarily 
famous this September, when 
he said he would burn Korans 
to protest Islam, which he 
describes as “an evil religion.” 
The threat drew public con-
demnation from Gen. David 

Petraeus, the commander of 
U.S. troops in Afghanistan, 
and several leading members 
of the Obama Administration, 
and sparked anti-U.S. ral-
lies in Muslim countries. In 
the end, Jones withdrew his 
threat and rapidly sank back 
into political obscurity.

*Faithful Word 
Baptist Church
tempe, ariz.

Steven Anderson, formerly 
affiliated with Sacramento, 
Calif.-based Regency Baptist 
Church, started Faithful Word 
Baptist Church in Arizona 
on Christmas Day 2005 as a 
“totally independent” orga-
nization. With “well over a 
hundred chapters of the Bible 
memorized word-for-word,” 
Anderson quickly led his 
congregation into a series of 
extremely radical stands.

Much of his venom was 
aimed at homosexuals, who he 
suggests should be killed (“The 
biggest hypocrite in the world 
is the person who believes in 
the death penalty for murder-
ers but not for homosexuals”). 
In an August 2009 sermon, he 
attacked the United Methodist 
Church, saying “10% of their 
preachers are queers” and 
adding, “they got a dyke and a 
faggot behind the pulpit.” He 
has described gays as “sod-
omites” who “recruit through 
rape” and “recruit through 
molestation.”

Anderson is also a virulent 
government hater. As opera-
tor of the True Sons of Liberty 
website, the pastor calls for 
abolishing the IRS, the Federal 
Reserve, Social Security and 
Child Protective Services state 
agencies. In April 2009, he 
refused to get out of his car or 
answer questions from Border 

Patrol agents at the California-
Arizona border. Agents broke 
his window and tased him as 
a result.

Anderson brought his 
church national notori-
ety in August 2009, when 
a member of his congrega-
tion, Christopher Broughton, 
went to an Obama appearance 
in Phoenix legally carrying 
an assault rifle and a pis-
tol. It turned out that Jones 
had preached a day earlier 
to Broughton and others that 
he “hates Obama” and would 
“pray that he dies and goes 
to hell.” Two weeks later, he 
told openly gay columnist 
Michelangelo Signorile that 
he “would not judge or con-
demn” anyone who killed 
the president. Then, for good 
measure, he told Signorile at 
the end of the interview, “If 
you’re a homosexual, I hope 
you get brain cancer and die 
like Ted Kennedy.”

*Family Research 
Council
washington, d.c.

Started as a small think tank 
by Gary Bauer, the former 
U.S. undersecretary of edu-
cation under Ronald Reagan, 
the Family Research Council 
(FRC) merged with the much 
larger religious-right group 
Focus on the Family in 1988. 
Bauer lobbied on behalf of 
Focus until 1992, when the 
two groups legally separated 
to protect Focus’ tax-exempt 
status. By that time, FRC had 
become a powerful group on 
its own.

Headed today by former 
Louisiana State Rep. Tony 
Perkins, the FRC has been a 
font of anti-gay propaganda 
throughout its history. It 
relies on the work of Robert 
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“Bible-believing Christians would 
quickly find themselves unwelcome 
in Barney Frank’s new pansexual, 
cross-dressing military.”
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Knight, who also worked 
at Concerned Women for 
America but now is at Coral 
Ridge Ministries (see above 
for both), along with that of 
FRC senior research fellows 
Tim Dailey (hired in 1999) 
and Peter Sprigg (2001). 
Both Dailey and Sprigg have 
pushed false accusations 
linking gay men to pedo-
philia (see related story, p. 
31): Sprigg has written that 
most men who engage in 
same-sex child molesta-
tion “identify themselves as 
homosexual or bisexual,” and 
Dailey and Sprigg devoted an 
entire chapter of their 2004 
book Getting It Straight to 
similar material. The men 
claimed that “homosexuals 
are overrepresented in child 
sex offenses” and similarly 
asserted that “homosexuals 
are attracted in inordinate 
numbers to boys.”

More recently, in March 
2008, Sprigg, responding to 
a question about uniting gay 
partners during the immigra-
tion process, said: “I would 
much prefer to export homo-
sexuals from the United States 
than to import them.” He later 
apologized, but then went on, 
last February, to tell MSNBC 
host Chris Matthews, “I think 
there would be a place for 
criminal sanctions on homo-
sexual behavior.” “So we 
should outlaw gay behavior?” 
Matthews asked. “Yes,” Sprigg 
replied. At around the same 
time, Sprigg claimed that 
allowing gay people to serve 
openly in the military would 
lead to an increase in gay-on-
straight sexual assaults.

Pe r k i n s  h a s  h i s  ow n 
unusual history. In 1996, while 
managing the U.S. Senate 
campaign of Republican State 
Rep. Louis “Woody” Jenkins 
of Louisiana, Perkins paid 

$82,500 to use the mailing 
list of former Klan chieftain 
David Duke. The campaign 
was fined $3,000 (reduced 
from $82,500) after Perkins 
and Jenkins filed false dis-
closure forms in a bid to 
hide the link to Duke. Five 
years later, on May 17, 2001, 
Perkins gave a speech to 
the Louisiana chapter of 
the Council of Conservative 
Citizens, a white suprema-
cist group that has described 
black people as a “retrograde 
species of humanity.” Perkins 
claimed not to know the 
group’s ideology at the time, 
but it had been widely pub-
licized in Louisiana and the 
nation. In 1999, in fact, GOP 
chairman Jim Nicholson 
urged Republicans to quit the 
group over its “racist views.” 
A short time later, after an 
Intelligence Report exposé but 
before Perkins’ 2001 speech, 
Republican House Speaker 
Trent Lott was embroiled in 
a national scandal over his ties 
to the group.

*Family Research 
Institute
colorado springs, colo.

Started in 1987 by psycholo-
gist Paul Cameron, the Family 
Research Institute (FRI) has 
become the anti-gay move-
ment’s main source for what 
Cameron claims is “cutting-
edge research” — but is, in 
fact, completely discredited 
junk science pushed out by 
a man who has been con-
demned by three professional 
organizations.

Over nearly three decades, 
Cameron has published 
“research studies” (though 
almost never in peer-reviewed 
journals) that suggest that 
homosexuals are predatory 

and diseased perverts who 
victimize children. Among 
his more recent defamations 
was an FRI pamphlet assert-
ing the primary activity of the 
gay rights movement is “seek-
ing to legitimize child-adult 
homosexual sex.” In another, 
he claimed that with “the rise 
of the gay rights movement, 
homosexual rape of men 
appears to have increased.” 
In yet another, he wrote, 
“Homosexuals were three 
times more likely to admit 
to having made an obscene 
phone call” and “a third more 
apt to report a traffic ticket or 
traffic accident in the past 5 
years.”

Some of Cameron’s more 
infamous claims include the 
idea that homosexuals molest 
children at far higher rates 
than heterosexuals and that 
homosexuals have extremely 
short lives (for a debunking 
of these and other claims, see 
story, p. 32). Last February, he 
wrote on FRI’s website that 
“[i]f homosexuals are allowed 
to serve in the military, they 
will be recruiting in showers, 
having sex in the barracks… . 
Before long, the U.S. may be 
defended by the sex-obsessed 
and those who can tolerate 
kowtowing to them.” After 
all, writes Cameron — a man 
who proposes that parents 
promote teen heterosexual 
activity to keep kids straight — 
“homosexual sex overwhelms 
rationality [and] overwhelms 
the desire to serve.”

Cameron’s colleagues have 
condemned him repeatedly. 
In 1983, he was thrown out of 
the American Psychological 
Association for ethical viola-
tions.  In 1984, the Nebraska 
Psychological Association 
disassociated itself from 
C a m e r o n ’s  s t a t e m e n t s 
about sexuality. In 1985, 

the American Sociological 
Association adopted a reso-
lution saying Cameron “has 
consistently misinterpreted 
and misrepresented socio-
logical research on sexuality” 
and “repeatedly campaigned 
for the abrogation of the 
civil rights of lesbians and 
gay men”; the following 
year, the same group for-
mally condemned Cameron 
for that misrepresentation of 
research.

Despite all this — and 
the fact that Cameron’s pro-
paganda is widely known 
to be false or misleading 
— many groups have contin-
ued to use his claims, though 
often without citing their 
source. They include the 
American Family Association, 
Americans for Truth About 
Homosexuality, Concerned 
Women for America, Coral 
Ridge Ministries, the Family 
Research Council (see above 
for all five) and, until recently, 
the Illinois Family Institute 
(see below).

*heterosexuals 
Organized 
for a Moral 
Environment
downers grove, ill.

Heterosexuals Organized for a 
Moral Environment (HOME) 
was founded by 62-year-old 
Wayne Lela, a former Catholic 
who now describes himself as 
an agnostic. Until recently, the 
20-year-old group has had a 
fairly low profile.

The group, which is entirely 
focused on the alleged evils of 
homosexuality, attacks gay peo-
ple on a wide variety of levels. 
But it keeps coming back to the 
idea that gay sexual activity 
should be illegal. “[P]enalizing 
people for engaging in homo-

sexual behavior is clearly not 
discrimination, just like penal-
izing people for exhibitionism 
or incest is not discrimina-
tion,” HOME’s website says. 
In a second website com-
ment, it adds, “[H]eterosexual 
activity is not illegalizeable … 
while homosexual activity is 
definitely illegalizeable.” And 
in a third, it insists that “legal-
izing homosexual deviations” 
leads to a “confused and sick 
society.”

HOME doesn’t stop there. 
It says that gays should 
apologize “for all the STDs 
[sexually transmitted dis-
eases] they’ve spread, and 
all the money those STDs 
have cost, and especially 
for setting bad moral exam-
ples for our children.” It 
accuses homosexuals of hav-
ing a “pathological attitude” 
toward the opposite sex. It 
says homosexuality shouldn’t 
have been removed from 
the American Psychiatric 
Association’s list of men-
tal disorders. It says gays 
threaten free speech because 
they seek hate crime law pro-
tections. It argues that gay 
film directors are working to 
“condition men to bond with 
other men at the expense of 
women.” And it claims that 
pedophilia and necrophilia 
are a sexual orientations like 
homosexuality, going on to 
suggest that they could there-
fore be legalized (see also 
story, p.33).

And then there’s this: 
Freemasonry may be con-
nected to “the homosexual 
movement,” with members 
evidently engaging in sod-
omy and “homosexual orgies.” 
Thus, HOME says, there is a 
“very real possibility that this 
group is using its influence to 
try to impose pro-homosexual 
‘values’ on the public.”

*Illinois Family 
Institute
carol stream, ill.

The Illinois Family Institute 
(IFI), which says it dedicates 
itself to issues surrounding 
“marriage, family, life and 
liberty,” is heavily focused 
on attacking gay people and 
homosexuality in general. It 
maintains “working partner-
ships” with other hard-line 
groups including the Family 
Research Council (see above) 
and the Alliance Defense 
Fund, a conservative legal 
center based in Phoenix. In 
early 2010, it launched Illinois 
Family Action as a political-
action sister organization.

Over the years, the group 
has occasionally embraced the 
groundless propaganda of Paul 
Cameron (see Family Research 
Institute, above). Until 2009, it 
carried an article on Cameron 
— “New Study Shows that 
Homosexuals Live 20 Fewer 
Years” — preceded by a full-
throated endorsement from its 
then-executive director, Peter 
LaBarbera (see Americans for 
Truth About Homosexuality, 
above). “Paul Cameron’s 
work has been targeted for 
ridicule by homosexual activ-
ists, and he’s been demonized 
by the left,” LaBarbera wrote 
in his introduction, “but that 
should not discount his find-
ings.” IFI also posted a video 
attacking school anti-bullying 
programs that claimed, based 
on Cameron, that gay men’s 
median age of death is 42. Both 
were removed in response to 
the Southern Poverty Law 
Center’s listing of IFI as a 
hate group, which was largely 
based on its use of Cameron.

That response, however, 
hardly indicated that the 
IFI was backing down on 
its hard-line position. This 

year, Focus on the Family — 
for years, the powerhouse of 
anti-gay religious organiza-
tions in America — moderated 
its position markedly after 
founder  James  Dobson 
retired and pastor Jim Daly 
took over. In April, Daly told 
an interviewer: “I will con-
tinue to defend traditional 
marriage, but I’m not going to 
demean human beings in the 
process. It’s not about being 
highly confrontational.” The 
response of Laurie Higgins, 
IFI’s belligerent director of 
school advocacy, was that 
Daly was showing “surpris-
ing naïveté,” using the same 
language as pro-gay “homo-
sexualists,” and failing to 
confront “the pro-homosex-
ual juggernaut.”

In 2009, Higgins compared 
homosexuality to Nazism, lik-
ening the German Evangelical 
Church’s weak response to 
fascism to the “American 

church’s failure to respond 
appropriately to the spread 
of radical, heretical, destruc-
tive views of homosexuality.” 
Elsewhere, Higgins has pined 
for the days when gays were in 
the closet. “There was some-
thing profoundly good for 
society about the prior stig-
matization of homosexual 
practice… . [W]hen homosex-
uals were ‘in the closet,’ (along 
with fornicators, polyamorists, 
cross-dressers, and ‘transexu-
als’), they weren’t acquiring 
and raising children.” She’s 
also said that McDonald’s, 
because it ran a gay-friendly 

TV ad, is “hell bent on using its 
resources to promote subver-
sive moral, social, and political 
views about homosexuality to 
our children.”

Liberty Counsel
orlando, fla.

Created in 1989, Liberty 
Counsel is affiliated with 
Liberty University Law 
School in Lynchburg, Va., a 
legacy of the late conserva-
tive icon Jerry Falwell. It was 
founded and is still chaired 
by Mathew (Mat) Staver, who 
also serves as director of the 
Liberty Center for Law and 
Policy at Liberty University, 
and provides legal assistance 
with regard to religious lib-
erty, abortion and the family.

The organization may be 
best known for its campaigns 
to ensure that “public displays 
of religion” are maintained 

during the Christmas holi-
day, and it has adopted broad 
right-wing views, including 
the allegation that the Obama 
Administration has a “social-
ist liberal agenda.” But it also 
has focused heavily on anti-
gay activism.

In 2009, J. Matt Barber, for-
merly with Concerned Women 
for America and Americans for 
Truth About Homosexuality 
(see above for both), joined 
Liberty Counsel as director of 
cultural affairs (also becoming 
Liberty University’s associate 
dean for career and profes-
sional development). A year 
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earlier, Barber had argued that 
given “medical evidence about 
the dangers of homosexuality,” 
it should be considered “crim-
inally reckless for educators 
to teach children that homo-
sexual conduct is a normal, 
safe and perfectly acceptable 
alternative.”

The Counsel also has been 
active in battling same-sex 
marriage, saying it would 
destroy the “bedrock of soci-
ety.” In 2005, the group’s blog 
said: “People who … support 
the radical homosexual agenda 
will not rest until marriage has 
become completely devalued. 
Children will suffer most from 
this debauchery.” A 2007 blog 
posting said same-sex mar-
riage would “severely impact 
future generations.”

Like other anti-gay groups, 
Liberty Counsel argues that 
hate crime laws are “actually 
‘thought crimes’ laws that vio-
late the right to freedom and 
of conscience” — an opin-
ion rejected by the Supreme 
Court. In fact, the laws raise 
penalties for crimes already 
on the books — assault, mur-
der and so on — that were 
motivated by hatred of people 
based on their sexual orienta-
tion (see related story, p. 29). 
They do not, and could not 
under the Constitution, punish 
people for voicing opinions.

Since 2006, Liberty Counsel 
has also run its “Change is 
Possible” campaign with 
Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays 
to protect people who say 
they’ve changed from gay to 
straight from “discrimination” 
by “intolerant homosexuals.”

*Massresistance
newton, mass.

MassResistance, “the leading 
pro-family grassroots activ-

ist group in Massachusetts,” 
began life in 1995 as the 
Parents’ Rights Coalition, 
became the Article 8 Alliance 
in 2003, and took on its cur-
rent name in 2006. Its leader, 
Brian Camenker, is a pro-
grammer who was an official 
of the Article 8 Alliance and 
also headed the Newton, 
Mass., chapter of the National 
Taxpayers’ Association.

As president of yet another 
group, the Interfaith Coalition 
of Massachusetts, Camenker 
spearheaded the drafting of 
a bill that passed in 1996 and 
required that parents be noti-
fied of any sex education in 
their children’s schools. That 
same year, Camenker claimed 
that suicide prevention pro-
grams aimed at gay youth 
actually were “put together by 
homosexual activists to nor-
malize homosexuality.” Later, 
MassResistance charged that 
groups like the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight  Education 
Network (GLSEN), which 
support school anti-bully-
ing programs, actually want 
to lure children into homo-
sexuality and, very possibly, 
sadomasochism.

In 2006 -2007,  Mass-
Resistance pushed for an 
amendment of the 1996 statute 
that would have required that 
parents be notified of any dis-
cussion of gay or lesbian issues 
in the schools. The group pro-
posed language that lumped 
sexual orientation (which 
includes heterosexuality, 
homosexuality and bisexual-
ity) in with criminal behaviors 
like bestiality and polygamy. 
During legislative testimony 
supporting the amendment, 
Camenker falsely claimed that 
no homosexuals died in the 
Holocaust (see related story, p. 
32) and that the pink triangle 
the Nazis forced imprisoned 

gays to wear actually signified 
Catholic priests. The amend-
ment did not pass.

Camenker, who has long 
focused on the purported 
“homosexual agenda” in the 
schools and frequently claimed 
gays are dangerous to kids, 
has repeatedly cited discred-
ited claims from organizations 
like the National Association 
for Research and Therapy of 
Homosexuality that link homo-
sexuality and pedophilia. 

In 2008, Camenker made 
another accusation for which 
there was no supporting evi-
dence at all — the claim that 
the state of Massachusetts 
had had to spend more money 
every year since same-sex 
marriage became legal in 
that state. That, he said, was 
because of “skyrocketing 
homosexual domestic vio-
lence” and because of the 
“extreme dysfunctional nature 
of homosexual relationships.”

This year, MassResistance 
called Boston Gay Pride 
events a “depraved” display 
that featured “a great deal 
of obviously disturbed, dys-
functional, and extremely 
self-centered people whose 
aim was to push their agenda.”

National 
Organization for 
Marriage
Princeton, n.j.

The National Organization 
for Marriage (NOM), which 
is dedicated to fighting 
same-sex marriage in state 
legislatures, was organized 
in 2007 by conservative syn-
dicated columnist Maggie 
Gallagher and Princeton 
University politics professor 
Robert George. George is an 
influential Christian thinker 
who co-authored the 2009 

“Manhattan Declaration,” a 
manifesto developed after a 
New York meeting of con-
servative church leaders that 
“promises resistance to the 
point of civil disobedience 
against any legislation that 
might implicate their churches 
or charities in abortion, 
embryo-destructive research 
or same sex marriage.”

NOM’s first public cam-
paign was in 2008, supporting 
California’s Proposition 8, 
which sought to invalidate 
same-sex marriage in that 
state. It was widely mocked, 
including in a parody by sat-
irist Stephen Colbert, for the 
“Gathering Storm” video ad 
it produced at the time. Set 
to somber music and a dark 
and stormy background, the 
ad had actors expressing fears 
that gay activism would “take 
away” their rights, change 
their lifestyle, and force homo-
sexuality on their kids.

The group, whose presi-
dent is now former executive 
director Brian Brown, has 
become considerably more 
sophisticated since then, 
emphasizing its respect for 
homosexuals. “Gays and 
Lesbians have a right to live as 
they choose,” NOM says on its 
website, “[but] they don’t have 
the right to redefine marriage 
for all of us.”

For a time, NOM’s name 
was used by a bus driver named 
Louis Marinelli, who drove 
a van for NOM’s “Summer 
for Marriage Tour” this year. 
Marinelli called himself a 
“NOM strategist” and sent 
out electronic messages under 
the NOM logo that repeated 
falsehoods about homosexu-
als being pedophiles and gay 
men having extremely short 
lifespans (see story, p. 32). In 
homemade videos posted on 
his own YouTube page, he said 

harmonies 
of hate
Anti-gay ‘murder music’ from 
Jamaica is carrying a violent 
message to millions in the  
United States and elsewhere
By leah nelson

Jamaican dancehall star Buju Banton was consid-
ered a musical prodigy in 1988 when, at age 15, 
he recorded what remains one of his best-known 
tracks, “Boom Bye Bye.” Even in the difficult-
to-decipher Jamaican slang known as patois, its 

chorus evokes violence and dread: Boom bye bye / inna batty 
bwoy head / Rude bwoy no promote no nasty man / dem haffi 
dead. (“Boom [the sound of a gunshot], bye-bye, in a faggot’s 
head / the tough young guys don’t accept fags; they have to die.”)

For those whose familiarity with Jamaican music begins 
and ends with Bob Marley, “murder music” — and its stub-
born worldwide popularity — will come as a serious shock.

Gay and lesbian activists in Jamaica and throughout the 
Western world have spent years trying to slow the spread of 
murder music. The going is tough: Banton, a four-time Grammy 
nominee who has collaborated with renowned Haitian singer 
Wyclef Jean and the punk band Rancid, is but first among 
equals in a genre deeply rooted in Jamaican culture, whose stars 
include celebrated musicians like Beenie Man, Capleton and 
Sizzla Kalonji. The top-rated of 86 YouTube videos of Banton 
performing “Boom Bye Bye” has been viewed an astounding 
3,217,409 times since it was posted in 2007.

The Stop Murder Music campaign is an international 
movement with activists on nearly every continent who urge 
sponsors to pull funding from 
offending artists, pressure 
venues not to book them, and 
organize boycotts and pro-
tests when they perform. 
Supporters of the musicians 
“say we’re attacking these 
artists because they’re homo-
phobic,” said British human 
rights activist Peter Tatchell, 
international coordinator of 
Stop Murder Music. “That’s 
not true. We’re attacking them 

same-sex marriage would lead 
to “prostitution, pedophilia 
and polygamy.” But this July, 
NOM said it was not associ-
ated with Marinelli.

*traditional Values 
Coalition
anaheim, calif.

Former Presbyterian minister 
Lou Sheldon has been warn-
ing Americans about the “gay 
threat” since 1980, when he 
founded the Traditional Values 
Coalition (TVC), which also is 
concerned with abortion and 
national security and takes on 
liberal activists on a range of 
issues. The TVC, which today 
claims to speak for 43,000 
churches, lobbies Congress 
and also mobilizes churches 
to oppose legislation that it 
disagrees with. Sheldon’s 
daughter Andrea Lafferty, a 
former Reagan Administration 
official, serves as executive 
director of the organization.

The group has at times 
enjoyed remarkable access 
to the halls of power — dur-
ing the George W. Bush 
Administration, Sheldon and 
Lafferty visited the White 
House a combined 69 times, 
meeting personally with Bush 
in eight of the visits. But that 
does not mean that it has not 
long had a record of extreme 
gay-bashing.

In 1985, Sheldon sug-
gested forcing AIDS victims 
into “cities of refuge.” In 1992, 
columnist Jimmy Breslin said 
that Sheldon told him that 
“homosexuals are dangerous. 
They proselytize. They come 
to the door, and if your son 
answers and nobody is there 
to stop it, they grab the son 
and run off with him. They 
steal him. They take him away 
and turn him into a homosex-

ual.” Sheldon later denied that 
he made the comments, but his 
website today includes strik-
ingly similar language: “[S]ince 
homosexuals can’t reproduce, 
they will simply go after your 
children for seduction and 
conversion to homosexuality.” 
Elsewhere, it claims that “[t]he 
effort to push adult/child sex 
… is part of the overall homo-
sexual movement.”

The TVC also asserts that 
“it is evident that homosex-
uals molest children at a far 
greater rate than do their het-
erosexual counterparts”  — a 
falsehood based on conflat-
ing male-male molestation 
with homosexuality (see 
story, p. 31). Gays, it says, 
molest children at “epidemic 
rates,” adding: “As homosexu-
als continue to make inroads 
into public schools, more 
children will be molested 
and indoctrinated into the 
world of homosexuality. 
Many of them will die in that 
world.” With regard to LGBT 
teen suicides, TVC, under 
the headline “Homosexual 
Urban Legends,” claims that 
“[t]he cold, hard fact is that 
teens who are struggling 
with homosexual feelings 
are more likely to be sexually 
molested by a homosexual 
school counselor or teacher 
than to commit suicide over 
their feelings of despair.”

The TVC also makes asser-
tions on its website about 
disproportionate homosex-
ual pedophilia and attacks the 
idea that people are born gay 
and the claim that gays want 
the right to marry for the same 
reasons that heterosexuals do 
— the TVC suggests the real 
purpose of marriage equality is 
to destroy the concept of mar-
riage and ultimately replace it 
altogether with group sex and 
polygamy. s

under attack

one “murder music” video by Buju 
Banton has been downloaded more 
than 3 million times.
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because they’re inciting the criminal 
offenses of violence and murder.”

Something surely is. According 
to  the Jamaica Forum of 
Lesbians, All-Sexuals and 
Gays (J-FLAG), Jamaica’s 
only organization promoting 
LGBT rights, mobs assaulted 
at least 98 gay men and les-
bians between February 
and July 2007 alone. Last 
year, J-FLAG recorded six 
cases of “corrective rape,” in 
which men forced themselves 
on women thought to be lesbians. 
More recently, in just the month of 
September, two women were subjected 
to corrective rape, J-FLAG said. The first 
was gang-raped by a group of four men; 
the second was held at knifepoint and 
raped after being forced to perform oral 
sex on her attacker. 

The source of another oft-repeated 
statistic, that at least 35 Jamaicans have 
been killed since 1997 solely for being gay, 
is unknown; it is commonly but wrongly 
attributed to Amnesty International. In 
any case, powerful taboos against gays 
in Jamaica make compiling accurate 
statistics on anti-gay hate crimes diffi-
cult because victims and their families 
are afraid to come forward.

roots, rock, hate
Murder music may be a trigger for anti-
gay violence, but Jamaica’s cultural 
homophobia has deep historical roots. 
The island’s fundamentalist brand 
of Christianity and its indigenous 
Rastafarian religion both condemn 
homosexuality in the strongest terms. 
Buju Banton, Beenie Man, Sizzla, 
Capleton and others in the murder-music 
pantheon espouse Rastafarian beliefs.

Making matters worse, anti-sod-
omy laws criminalizing sex between 
men remain on the books in Jamaica 
and other former British colonies in 
the Caribbean. As a result, gay men are 
essentially viewed as criminals, making 
it nearly impossible for them to bring 
complaints about violence to the police. 
Though consensual sex between two 
women is not illegal, murder music nev-
ertheless includes lesbians in its wrath.

Even politicians at times have con-
ferred legitimacy on murder music. 
Dancehall group TOK’s track “Chi Chi 
Man,” about killing and burning gay men, 
was the Jamaican Labour Party’s 2001 
theme song. Its lyrics: From dem a par 
inna chi chi man car / Blaze di fire mek 
we bun dem! From dem a drink inna chi 
chi man bar / Blaze di fire mek we dun 
dem! (“Those who gather in a fag’s car / 
Blaze the fire, let’s burn them! Those who 
drink in a fag bar / Blaze the fire, let’s kill 
them!”) The melody of the chorus, ironi-
cally, evokes the Christian hymn, “Do You 
Hear What I Hear?” The most viewed of 99 
“Chi Chi Man” YouTube videos had been 
seen 869,084 times as of mid-September.

In 2002, the People’s National Party 
took on the slogan “Log On to Progress” 
— a reference to the dancehall song “Log 
On” by Elephant Man (seen 473,400 
times on its most popular YouTube 
video), which also features violent anti-
gay lyrics: Log on, and step pon chi chi 
man / Log on from yu know seh yu nuh 
ickie man./ Log on and step pon chi chi 
man /Dance wi a dance and a bun out 
a freaky man. (“Log on, and stomp on a 
fag/ Log on, because you know you’re 
not a fag/Log on, and stomp on a fag/
We dance and dance and burn up a fag”).

The anti-gay atmosphere in Jamaica 
is so pronounced that gay activists 
must operate underground and behind 
aliases. Located in Kingston — ground 
zero for murder music — J-FLAG pro-

vides up-to-date information on songs, 
artists and anti-gay violence and acts as 
a general resource for Jamaica’s LGBT 
community, assisting with housing, med-
ical care, legal complaints, and other civil 
and human rights issues. But the 12-year-
old organization’s work is still so risky 
that the exact location of its office is 
secret, as are the identities of its three 
employees. “Jason McFarlane,” the most 
publicly available staffer, won’t reveal 
his real name and never appears in pub-
lic in association with J-FLAG. Even so, 
he said, a few friends have recognized 
his voice from radio interviews and 
expressed concern for his safety.

Their fear is well founded. In 
June 2004, J-FLAG co-founder Brian 
Williamson, one of the only openly gay 
public figures in Jamaica, was stabbed 
to death in his home. A Human Rights 
Watch worker who happened to be in the 
country reporting on HIV/AIDs was at 
the scene an hour later, watching in hor-
ror as a gleeful crowd gathered outside 
Williamson’s house. According to her 
report, the revelers laughed and called 
out “Let’s get them one at a time” and 
“That’s what you get for sin,” and also 
sang lines from “Boom Bye Bye.”

The man who replaced Williamson as 
J-FLAG’s leader and media representa-
tive was much more careful to protect his 
identity. But on Valentine’s Day 2007, he 
and two other men were forced to seek 
refuge in a pharmacy after being pur-

sued by a violent crowd. The shopkeeper 
provided shelter until police came to res-
cue them. But after dropping the men 
off at their homes, the officers realized 
one of them was J-FLAG’s spokesman. 
They allegedly began harassing him and 
threatening him. Eventually, the man fled 
Jamaica and sought asylum in Canada.

Jamaica has an unusually high level of 
violent crime by any measure. A 1998-2000 
United Nations survey placed Jamaica 
third among countries with the most mur-
ders per capita, exceeded only by Colombia 
and South Africa. In the same survey, 
Jamaica was 14th in assaults per capita.

“A lot of what’s developed in society 
is that there is an inability to negotiate 
conflict,” McFarlane said of Jamaican 
culture. “There is no space for disagree-
ment. The only way to settle a dispute is 
violence. If somebody steps on your foot, 
you react with violence before you have 
time to realize it’s a mistake.”

In such an environment, it is easy to 
incite anti-gay violence through music. 
“Particularly in the lower socioeconomic 
classes, dancehall music is their life,” 
McFarlane said. Fans “see these guys 
are superstars and they are influenced 
by what they are saying.”

conciliation and controversy
Apart from Bounty Killer, all eight of 
the original murder music singers Stop 
Murder Music sought to embargo have 
now signed the Reggae Compassion 
Act, which says that signatories will not 
“make statements or perform songs” that 
incite hatred or violence. Beenie Man, 
Capleton and Sizzla became the first 
to sign, in 2007. Banton signed shortly 
thereafter, using his given name of Mark 
Anthony Myrie — though he later denied 
signing at all. Elephant Man, T.O.K. 
and Vybz Kartel signed more recently; 
according to Stop Murder Music, they 
are the only signatories not to have vio-
lated the agreement.

The Stop Murder Music campaign 
has had an effect on artists, especially 
in the United States and Europe, said 
McFarlane and Tatchell. Major sponsors 
have withdrawn, and boycotts and rallies 
have increased fans’ awareness of the 
issue. Dozens of performances and tours 

have been canceled, hitting artists where 
it hurts most: in their wallets. Also, as of 
April 2010, five artists known for murder 
music had had their U.S. visas revoked — 
though the Department of Justice refuses 
to say exactly why.

But when compassion closes a 
door, hate sometimes opens a window. 
McFarlane said the boycott’s interna-
tional success has made life more difficult 
for the already-persecuted LGBT com-
munity in Jamaica. “What we have seen 
is an increase in threats against our GLBT 
community when international organiza-
tions and individuals call for boycotts,” 

he said. “In 2008 and 2009, we had a few 
clients report being threatened and even 
attacked because they were the people that 
want people to boycott Jamaica. In fact, our 
sentiment is that carrying out a boycott is 
not helpful because our community will 
also be threatened with the same risk of 
job loss coupled with the backlash locally.”

Moreover, murder music is welcomed 
in some African countries regardless of 
Western opprobrium.

“The King of Dancehall stuck a sword 
of words into gay people,” enthused 
Uganda’s Daily Monitor after Beenie 
Man’s December 2009 performance in 
Kampala. Uganda is perhaps the most 
virulently anti-gay country on the planet: 
In 2009, a member of parliament pro-
posed to stiffen already harsh penalties 
for sodomy by adding the death pen-
alty for homosexual “repeat offenders,” 
those who engage in same-sex acts with 
minors, and people with HIV/AIDS.

In February 2010, Sizzla Kalonji 
headlined the national celebration of 
Zimbabwean dictator Robert Mugabe’s 
86th birthday. Mugabe rewarded him 
with the deed to a Zimbabwean farm.

The impact of Jamaican murder 
music in the United States — including 
any violence it may have provoked — is 
impossible to measure. But its popular-
ity is evident from the huge number of 
video downloads, and the music and its 
words can easily be found elsewhere on 
the Internet, as well. 

In Jamaica itself, murder-music con-
certs and radio play are almost impossible 
to repress. Anti-gay performances are 
practically a compulsory part of dance-
hall musicians’ repertoire, McFarlane 
said. Increasingly aware that overt refer-
ences to violent acts towards gays could 
damage their marketability abroad, art-
ists walk the line by inventing new slang 
and making their lyrics more obscure.

McFarlane, who is gay, was doing 
volunteer work for J-FLAG when its pre-
vious leader was forced to leave. He said 
he “jumped at” the opportunity to become 
a full-time employee. Of the personal risks 
he takes by representing J-FLAG, he said, 
“It’s all relative, and most times I try not 
to think about it. Because the truth is, the 
work has to be done.” s

‘Boom Bye Bye’
Buju Banton’s smash hit is only 
one of many Jamaican tracks that 
target homosexuals for extreme 
verbal violence. Although Banton 
at one point signed a pledge against 
inciting hatred or violence, he later 
denied having done so. Here are 
the complete lyrics of Banton’s 
“Boom Bye Bye,” both in the origi-
nal Jamaican patois and in English.

Boom  
bye bye 

Inna batty  
bwoy head 

Rude bwoy  
no promote no 

nasty man 

Dem haffi dead 

Send fi di  
matic an 

Di Uzi instead 

Shoot dem  
no come if  

we shot dem 

Guy come  
near we 

Then  
his skin  

must peel 

Burn him up  
bad like an  

old tyre wheel 

Boom [the sound 
of a gunshot] 
bye-bye 

In a faggot’s head 

The tough  
young guys don’t 
accept fags 

They have to die 

Send for the auto-
matic [gun] and 

The Uzi instead 

Shoot them, don’t 
come [to help] if 
we shoot them 

If a man comes  
near me 

Then his skin must 
peel [as with acid 
poured over him]

Burn him  
badly, like  
an old tire

under attack

because they’re inciting the criminal 
offenses of violence and murder.”

Something surely is. According 
to  the Jamaica Forum of 
Lesbians, All-Sexuals and 
Gays (J-FLAG), Jamaica’s 
only organization promoting 

and July 2007 alone. Last 
year, J-FLAG recorded six 
cases of “corrective rape,” in 
which men forced themselves 
on women thought to be lesbians. 
More recently, in just the month of 
September, two women were subjected 
to corrective rape, J-FLAG said. The first 
was gang-raped by a group of four men; 

because they’re inciting the criminal 
offenses of violence and murder.”

Something surely is. According 
to  the Jamaica Forum of 
Lesbians, All-Sexuals and 

cases of “corrective rape,” in 
which men forced themselves 
on women thought to be lesbians. 
More recently, in just the month of 
September, two women were subjected 
to corrective rape, J-FLAG said. The first 
was gang-raped by a group of four men; 

elephant Man and capleton both signed a pledge 
to stop inciting anti-gay hatred. But organizers say 
only elephant Man has honored his promise.
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FOR ThE RECORD
incidents of apparent hate crimes and hate group activities listed in for the record are 
drawn primarily from media sources. These incidents include only a fraction of the approximately 
191,000 reported and unreported hate crimes that a 2005 government report estimated annually. 
This listing carries a selection of incidents from the third quarter of 2010. Any additional listings can 
be found on the Intelligence Project’s website at www.splcenter.org.

alaska
anchorage • sept. 10, 2010

Robert Gum, 19, was sentenced 

to 20 months in prison for shout-

ing racial slurs at a Native man in 

June 2008, then threatening him 

and pelting him with eggs and a 

water bottle. Deanna Scaglione, 

aka Deanna Powers, 21, was sen-

tenced to 16 months for her role in 

the attack, which was videotaped 

and posted on YouTube. 

california
chico • aug. 4, 2010

Four men, two of whom are black, 

were called racial epithets by a white 

man while swimming at a creek and 

told they couldn’t be there. 

glendale • aug. 17, 2010

Victor Petrescu, 23, was charged 

with a hate crime for allegedly 

smashing a monument outside an 

Armenian church. 

huntington Beach • sept. 1, 2010

John Keihl Deloach, 20, was charged 

with a felony count of hate crime 

battery causing injury and one felony 

count of hate crime assault caus-

ing injury after he allegedly yelled 

racial epithets at a black woman and 

punched her white male companion. 

los angeles • sept. 9, 2010

Jonathan Fajardo, 22, was con-

victed of first-degree murder in 

the 2006 racially motivated shoot-

ing death of a 14-year-old black 

girl and was sentenced to death on 

Sept. 27. Prosecutors said Fajardo 

was a member of a Latino gang 

that targeted blacks. 

madera • aug. 20, 2010

A brick was thrown at an Islamic 

center building. Previously 

three anti-Islamic signs, includ-

ing one signed by the “American 

Nationalist Brotherhood,” had 

been left at the center. 

madera • aug. 23, 2010

David Michael Halla, 56, was 

arrested on suspicion of assault 

on an elderly person and a hate 

crime after he allegedly used racial 

epithets on a charter bus and 

assaulted an elderly man who only 

spoke Spanish. 

novato • July 12, 2010

Racist drawings and obscenities 

were spray-painted in the student 

center at a high school. 

redding • July 20, 2010

A swastika was etched into a 

Jewish woman’s car and a “for sale” 

sign was posted in her front yard. 

redlands • aug. 26, 2010

Three teenagers claiming to be 

white supremacists allegedly 

attacked a 16-year-old dark-

skinned boy under an overpass. 

sacramento • sept. 16, 2010

A mural depicting Sacramento 

Kings forward Omri Casspi, the 

NBA’s first Israeli player, was 

defaced with a swastika for the 

second time in a week.

san Francisco • aug. 27, 2010

A swastika was painted on the 

door of an Italian restaurant.

santa maria • sept. 16, 2010

Curtis Martin, 24, was charged 

with attempted murder and com-

mitting a hate crime after he 

allegedly stabbed a gay waiter 

in a restaurant after asking if he 

was homosexual. 

colorado
Boulder • sept. 18, 2010

Joseph Owen Coy, 22, was arrested 

on suspicion of a bias-motivated 

crime and obstruction of a police 

officer after he allegedly called 

two University of Colorado stu-

dents, both from Nigeria, racial 

epithets and then punched one of 

the students in the face. 

connecticut
new haven • July 20, 2010

Richard Castaldi, 28, was charged 

with one count of hate crime due 

to desecration of private property 

after he allegedly spray-painted an 

anti-gay epithet against his former 

landlord on an apartment wall.

West haven • July 25, 2010

Stephen Andrews Jr., 40, was 

charged with assault, breach of 

peace and intimidation due to bias 

for allegedly assaulting two men in 

separate incidents. Andrews alleg-

edly yelled racial slurs and beat a 

black man with a snow brush out-

side a convenience store, then 

later assaulted three Asian men 

who were oystering on the beach. 

West haven • aug. 26, 2010

Kevin Morris, 31, was charged 

with intimidation due to bias 

and breach of peace for allegedly 

shouting profanities and racial epi-

thets at a group of Arabian and 

black people in a hookah bar.

delaware
Bethany Beach • sept. 18, 2010

Eight members of the neo-Nazi 

Aryan Nations rallied on the 

boardwalk.

dover • aug. 28, 2010

A racial slur was spray-painted on 

a black man’s house.

hockessin • July 21, 2010

Racist epithets and hate graffiti were 

spray-painted on a Korean church 

for the sixth time since June 21.

florida
Boca raton• aug. 26, 2010

John Richard Shannon, 20, was 

charged with aggravated bat-

tery with the enhancement of 

“evidencing prejudice while com-

mitting offense” after he allegedly 

made anti-gay comments and 

punched a gay man.

daytona Beach • July 9, 2010

Thomas Cosby, 58, was convicted 

of aggravated battery evidencing 

prejudice for intentionally striking 

a black woman with his car and 

using racial epithets as she rode 

her bicycle on the sidewalk in July 

2008. He was sentenced Aug. 26 to 

10 years in prison.

Flagler county • sept. 28, 2010

Racist fliers were left on lawns of 

residences. 

orlando• sept. 13, 2010

A group of nine boys and girls, all 

teens, allegedly beat and robbed 

a gay man because of his sexual 

orientation.

Palm Bay • July 26, 2010

A black teenager was charged with 

battery after allegedly attacking a 

22-year-old white man because the 

man was listening to rap music.

illinois
chicago • sept. 21, 2010

The windows of a synagogue were 

broken and the sides of a Sukkah — 

a temporary structure where 

meals are eaten during the Jewish 

holiday of Sukkot — were slashed. 

hickory hills • aug. 3, 2010

Mohammad Shaban, 35, and 

Akram Alshoweat, 25, were 

charged with felony hate crime 

and robbery after they alleg-

edly shouted anti-gay slurs while 

assaulting and robbing a woman 

outside a restaurant.

Joliet • aug. 15, 2010

Brian J. Moudry, 33, an alleged 

official in the neo-Nazi Creativity 

Movement, was arrested after 

allegedly using a BB gun to 

threaten a boy riding outside 

Moudry’s residence.

indiana
elwood • sept. 4, 2010

A noose was left next to a time 

clock at a company with only one 

black employee. 

kansas
topeka• aug.  21, 2010

An anti-gay death threat was left 

on the front door of the home of 

an openly gay candidate for the 

state legislature. 

kentucky
covington • aug. 26, 2010

Anti-gay fliers making references 

to serial killers were posted on 

poles and placed on car wind-

shields throughout the city.

louisville • July 6, 2010

Johnny Logan Spencer Jr., 28, 

pleaded guilty to writing and 

posting on a white supremacist 

website a poem threatening the 

assassination of President Barack 

Obama with a sniper rifle.

oldham county • sept. 11, 2010

The letters “KKK” were spray-

painted on a black family’s garage 

and doghouse. A racial slur was 

also spray-painted on the garage.

louisiana
Belcher • aug. 23, 2010

Daniel Edward Yarbrough, 24, 

was charged with terrorizing and 

hate crimes for allegedly making 

threatening calls that included a 

racial slur to the manager of an oil 

change business.

Berwick • aug. 15, 2010

Denise Aucoin, 30, Robert Taylor, 

26, and Bengie Lafleaur, 29, were 

charged with battery and hate 

crime for allegedly luring a black 

man to a bar, then beating him 

while using racial slurs.

lafayette • sept. 20, 2010

A car in the parking lot of an Islamic 

community center was set afire.

monroe • sept. 25, 2010

Members of the Dixie Rangers Ku 

Klux Klan held a recruitment rally 

on the corner of two roads.

napoleonville • sept. 16, 2010

A 17-year-old black youth was 

charged with terrorizing, cyber-

stalking, hate crime and theft of 

utility service for allegedly posting 

racist threats against other black 

students on the social networking 

website Facebook.

new orleans • July 15, 2010

Roland J. Bourgeois Jr., 47, was 

charged with conspiracy to com-

mit a hate crime, committing a 

hate crime with a deadly weapon 

and with intent to kill, making 

false statements and obstruction 

of justice for his alleged role in 

a racially motivated shooting of 

three black men during the days 

following Hurricane Katrina.

shreveport • July 28, 2010

Three people were indicted in 

connection with an October 2008 

cross-burning at the home of an 

interracial couple in northern 

Louisiana. Joshua James Moro, 

23, was charged with conspiring 

to interfere with another per-

son’s civil rights and making false 

statements to FBI agents. Jeremy 

Matthew Moro, 33, and Sonya 

Marie Hart, 31, were charged with 

making false statements to FBI 

agents and perjury.

Maryland
Baltimore • aug. 21, 2010

Jermaine Holley, 19, was charged 

with first-degree murder after he 

allegedly beat 51-year-old Martin 

Rayez to death with a piece of 

lumber because Holley “hated 

Hispanics.”

Baltimore • sept. 27, 2010

Calvin E. Lockner, 29, an alleged 

white supremacist, was sentenced 

to 31 years in prison in connection 

with the August 2009 assault on 

a black fisherman. Lockner was 

sentenced to 30 years for carjack-

ing the man’s vehicle, 25 years 

for assaulting him and 10 years 

for committing a hate crime, all 

set to run concurrently. He also 

received an additional one-year 

sentence for throwing urine at a 

correctional officer while he was 

being held. 

olney • July 25, 2010

Anti-Semitic graffiti was spray-

painted on the exterior walls, 

retaining walls, light posts and 

parking lot of a synagogue. 

Swastikas and the letters “SS” 

were also spray-painted on two 

residences in the city. On Aug. 4, 

Ian Jacob Baron, 23, was charged 

with malicious destruction of 

property and defacing religious 

property in connection with the 

synagogue vandalism.

Michigan
detroit • aug. 7, 2010

An electrical cord fashioned into a 

noose was found hanging in a car 

manufacturing plant.

eastpointe • July 6, 2010

A black man’s residence was set 

afire two days after racist letters 

were sent to 17 black residents on 

the same block.

Minnesota
crookston  • sept. 30, 2010

A statue that appeared to repre-

sent an African American was 

hung by a rope outside the stu-

dent center at the University of 

Minnestota-Crookston.

mankato • July 8, 2010

Dale Raymond Maxson Jr., 42, was 

charged with terroristic threats for 

allegedly making racial slurs and 

threats of violence after he was 

fired from his job. 

neBraska
lincoln • sept. 3, 2010

Lucas M. Clifford, 19, was charged 

with assault and commission of 

a hate crime for allegedly yelling 

anti-gay comments and punching 

a man outside a gay bar.

new jersey
Bridgewater • July 23, 2010

John Bossany, a 43-year-old white 

man, was sentenced to 90 days in 

jail for assaulting a police officer 

in June 2009 and then, in a sepa-

rate incident, calling an off-duty 

black police officer a racial epithet 

in July 2009.

chatham • July 15, 2010

Dimitrious Apolonides, 37, was 

charged with aggravated harass-

ment as a hate crime for allegedly 

leaving anti-Semitic messages 

outside a Jewish Guild.

edison • aug. 12, 2010

Swastikas were scratched on two 

vehicles at a car dealership. 

Franklin • aug. 2, 2010

A swastika and the words “Jew” 

were painted on a welcome mat 

at an office where a law firm had 

recently relocated.

hoboken • July 25, 2010

Charles Lee, 23, was charged 

with aggravated assault, bias 

intimidation and endangering 

the welfare of an Asian man who 

Lee allegedly beat unconscious 

on a street.

hoboken • aug. 28, 2010

Mitchell Lares was charged with 

bias intimidation and simple 

assault for allegedly yelling racial 

slurs and attacking a black man.

summit • July 17, 2010

Khayri Williams-Clark, 18, Nigel 

Dumas, 19, and a 17-year-old 

were charged with murder in the 

beating death of a 47-year-old 

Salvadoran immigrant. The three 

teens then allegedly filmed the 

attack using a camera phone and 

circulated the video among teens 

in the town.

new MeXico
albuquerque • sept. 14, 2010

A stick figure hanging from a 

noose was drawn inside a black 

high school student’s locker. 

new york
albany • aug. 2, 2010

A black couple received numer-

ous racist phone calls after moving 

into a new neighborhood.

Babylon • July 27, 2010

Victor J. Scala, 48, was charged 

with aggravated harassment as 

a bias crime for allegedly hitting 

a Latino man in the face while 

shouting racial slurs at him in a 

state park.

Brooklyn • aug. 5, 2010

Keith Phoenix, 30, and Hakim 

Scott, 27, were sentenced to 37 

years in prison for the 2008 fatal 

beating of Jose Sucuzhanay, an 

Ecuadorian immigrant Phoenix 

and Scott believed was gay.



48 splc intelligence report

ThE LAST WORD

you probably thought you knew a 
thing or two about Auschwitz: It was a 
nightmarish Nazi extermination camp in 
Poland where more than 1 million people 
were murdered, most of them gassed to 
death with Zyklon-B and then cremated. 
Dr. Josef Mengele performed horri-
ble medical experiments on live humans 
there, including twins and those with blue 
eyes. At the end, as the Soviets closed in, 
the SS guards murdered thousands more 
as they marched starving survivors west.

But Carolyn Yeager wants to set the 
record straight.

The aim of the thoughtful Germans 
who ran the place actually was “reform, 
re-education and rehabilitation.” 
Inmates were taught trades there. 
Townspeople in the surrounding area 
saw life at Auschwitz as “luxurious,” 
what with the inmates’ “attractive red-
brick sleeping quarters,” complete with 
“bunk beds with mattresses … flush toi-
lets, porcelain-covered stoves for cozy 
heating, and double-paned casement 
windows.” The paths were “tree-lined,” 
there were flowers planted before 
every barracks, and the Nazis regularly 
showed movies to the inmates.

Yes, Auschwitz had an art museum, 
a library, regular concerts and sporting 
events, a “theater for music and drama,” 
a swimming pool (sometimes used for 
water polo) and a brothel for lonely 
inmates — all round, as Yeager writes, “a 
flourishing cultural life.” It also had two 
fine post offices because “the Geneva 
Convention rules, strictly followed by 
the Germans, ensured the sending and 
receiving of mail by all prisoners.” Why, 
the kindly SS guards even provided spe-
cial pre-printed cards and letter forms! 
And their health care system was world 
class — after all, for the Nazis, “the health 
of the labor force was a prime concern.”

This, at least, is the view of Carolyn 

Yeager, a woman of leaden stupidity who 
took a walking tour of Auschwitz last 
year and decided that the accounts of 
thousands of victims, perpetrators, camp 
liberators and Nazi officials including 
Auschwitz’s most infamous comman-
dant were all hogwash — a transparent 
ploy by post-war propagandists to say 
ugly things about caring Germans.

Her comments are brought to 
us courtesy of The Barnes Review, 
America’s leading Holocaust denial 
journal and a gathering point for anti-
Semites and Nazi sympathizers from 
around the country. They were pub-
lished earlier this year in a slick, 
48-page booklet entitled, Auschwitz: 
The Underground Guided Tour: What 
the Tour Guides Don’t Tell You at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau.

It’s true! As this author can attest 
after two lengthy tours of Auschwitz and 
its adjoining Birkenau camp since 1988, 
the guides will tell you none of this.

Perhaps that’s because it’s all false. 
Long-time Auschwitz commandant 
Rudolf Hoess, in the autobiography 
he wrote shortly before his execution, 
described how Heinrich Himmler in 
1941 “himself gave me the order to pre-
pare installations at Auschwitz where 
mass exterminations could take place,” 
and then detailed the entire horri-
fying process, including gassings he 
personally witnessed. Filip Muller, a 
prisoner who worked for three years in 
the crematoria but survived, described 
unbelievably brutal exterminations. And 
so did thousands of others.

But Carolyn Yeager did stroll 
through Auschwitz and Birkenau seven 
decades later, and she’s pretty sure the 
guides didn’t give her the real lowdown. 
One Auschwitz gas chamber was “really 
a morgue,” later turned into an air raid 
shelter. Over at Birkenau, there was a 

“beautiful, modern hygiene building” 
where arriving prisoners had their hair 
shorn, but that also occasionally dou-
bled “as a ballroom.” SS guards there 
regularly socialized with prisoners, 
with a number of love affairs result-
ing in postwar marriages. Guards and 
inmates “enjoyed friendly competition 
on Saturday afternoons and Sundays, 
with enthusiastic cheering sections.”

Actually, Yeager, a relatively new face 
in denialist circles, seems to have had 
something of an attitude long before 
she brought her analytical abilities to 
Auschwitz. On her website, she describes 
growing up in a “white home town” in 
the Midwest, the daughter of a German-
American father who complained about 
“the dishonest Jews who cheated him 
and the Negroes who stole from him.”

She says she was a liberal for a time, 
“sympathetic to the plight of the col-
oreds,” but in the late 1990s began to 
read conspiracist literature and “learned 
the truth” about the takeover of the 
American monetary system “by mainly 
Jewish and foreign bankers.” She “let 
go” her fear of being called an anti-Sem-
ite. “Finally,” she writes, “I was drawn 
to National Socialism as a viable alter-
native, learning about its true nature as 
opposed to the lies I had been taught.”

So the mind of one Carolyn Yeager 
has been liberated. It’s a shame the same 
can’t be said of the millions murdered 
by people who think like she does. s

Buffalo • July 7, 2010

Richard M. Blonski, 29, was sen-

tenced to 6 1/2 years in federal 

prison for attempting to use a pipe 

bomb to blow up a predominantly 

black church in 2009. 

glens Falls • august 10, 2010

George Allen, 31, was charged with 

criminal possession of a weapon 

and misdemeanor menacing after 

he allegedly threatened to hang a 

22-year-old black man with a noose. 

new york • aug. 25, 2010

Michael Enright, 21, was charged 

with attempted murder and 

assault as a hate crime and posses-

sion of a weapon after he allegedly 

slashed a taxi driver’s neck and 

face after Enright discovered the 

driver was Muslim.

riverhead • sept. 1, 2010

Kevin Shea, 18, was sentenced to 

eight years in prison for his role 

in the 2008 stabbing death of 

Ecuadorian immigrant Marcelo 

Lucero. 

rye Brook • sept. 10, 2010

A large swastika was painted on 

a subdivision street the day after 

Rosh Hashanah. 

seneca • July 13, 2010

Dozens of swastikas were painted 

on a Native American woman’s 

residence.

staten island • July 26, 2010

Five black men allegedly yelled 

racial slurs and attacked a Mexican 

immigrant. 

staten island • July 31, 2010

A 15-year-old youth was charged 

with robbery, assault and harass-

ment as a hate crime for allegedly 

attacking and robbing a Mexican 

teenager while using ethnic slurs. 

staten island • aug. 18, 2010

Yashua Plair, a 17-year-old black 

youth, was charged with rob-

bery and menacing — both as a 

hate crime, for allegedly robbing a 

Mexican teen at knifepoint while 

yelling racial slurs. 

staten island • sept. 18, 2010

Three men shouted anti-Mexi-

can slurs and threatened to shoot a 

Latino man and his wife who were 

standing outside their home.

West ellicott • July 31, 2010

Michael P. Snow, 20, was charged 

with second-degree aggravated 

harassment motivated by hate, 

two counts of second-degree 

reckless endangerment, third-

degree felony criminal mischief, 

endangering the welfare of a 

child and menacing for allegedly 

calling a man a racial slur at a gas 

station, then smashing the man’s 

car mirror with a baseball bat.

ohio
cleveland • sept. 18, 2010

Ronald Pudder, a 23-year-old 

white man, was indicted on federal 

hate crime charges of arson and 

damaging a church based on bias 

after he allegedly set a fire at the 

entrance of a predominantly black 

church on May 20.

columbus • sept. 13, 2010

The numbers “9-11” were 

spray-painted on windows and 

countertops at a Muslim-owned 

market. Some cash and a laptop 

computer were also stolen and sev-

eral display cases were vandalized.

highland heights • sept. 3, 2010

Adam Reide, a 22-year-old student 

at Northern Kentucky University, 

was arrested on four counts of 

criminal mischief after he alleg-

edly wrote racist comments 

throughout the campus between 

Sept. 3 and Sept. 15. 

oklahoMa
cleveland county • July 26, 2010

Fliers from the United White 

Knights of the Ku Klux Klan were 

distributed in the county.

tulsa • July 5, 2010

A restaurant owned by a Syrian 

family was set afire and a message 

and a swastika were spray-painted 

at the scene.

Pennsylvania
lancaster • aug. 23, 2010

Troy A. Dyer, 30, was charged 

with harassment, trespassing, and 

resisting arrest for allegedly mak-

ing racist remarks to a black family. 

state college • sept. 1, 2010

Robert Skinner, a 22-year-old stu-

dent at Penn State University, 

was charged with assault, eth-

nic intimidation and harassment 

for allegedly swinging a knife 

at another student Skinner had 

taunted for speaking Spanish.

trainer • sept. 23, 2010

Robert G. Lambert, a 52-year-

old white man, was charged with 

aggravated assault, terroristic 

threats, harassment and ethnic 

intimidation after he allegedly 

chased two black female motor-

ists who had passed him in his car, 

then pointed a handgun at them 

and yelled racial slurs when they 

stopped at a nursing home. 

West Wheatfield township • aug. 

26, 2010

Michael Bealonis, 18, Kenneth 

Stiffey Jr., 20, and Michael 

Bracken, 22, were charged with 

conspiracy to interfere with the 

housing rights of another, inter-

fering with the housing rights of 

another, and using fire in the com-

mission of a felony for allegedly 

burning a cross in a black teen’s 

yard in November 2009. 

Woodland • aug. 21, 2010

Ryan M. Held, 19, was charged with 

ethnic intimidation, arson, reck-

lessly endangering another person, 

criminal mischief and harass-

ment after he allegedly burned two 

crosses in a woman’s yard.

rhode island
Providence • sept. 24, 2010

An anti-gay threat was written on 

a dry-erase board on the door of a 

University of Rhode Island dorm 

room. Freshman Christopher 

Hagen, 19, was charged with 

misdemeanor vandalism and dis-

orderly conduct.

south carolina
rock hill • aug. 7, 2010

Racial slurs and a swastika were 

drawn on a city police car parked 

at an apartment complex and 

racial slurs and other graffiti were 

written throughout buildings at 

the complex, on sidewalks and on 

nearby mailboxes.

tennessee
heiskell • July 1, 2010

Steven Dewayne Archer, 50, was 

convicted of violating the federal 

civil rights of his niece and the 

black man who was living with her 

by burning a cross in front of their 

residence in July 2008. 

Knoxville • sept. 12, 2010

A copy of the Koran that had been 

burned and apparently shot was 

discovered at a mosque.

murfreesboro • aug. 28, 2010

A piece of construction equip-

ment was set afire and gasoline 

was poured over other pieces of 

equipment at the future site of an 

Islamic center. 

oak ridge • July 16, 2010

Containers of holy water were 

contaminated with urine and 

obscenities were scrawled on 15 

statues of the Virgin Mary at a 

Catholic church.

Vonore • sept. 4, 2010

A lesbian couple’s home was set 

afire allegedly after five years of 

anti-gay death threats. 

washington
mercer island • sept. 16, 2010

Spray-painted swastikas and 

references to the Nazi gas cham-

bers were found on the walls of a 

Jewish high school on the eve of 

Yom Kippur. 

seattle • aug. 24, 2010

Brock Stainbrook, 35, was 

charged with assault and mali-

cious harassment under the 

state’s hate crime statute  for 

allegedly attacking a convenience 

store clerk, calling him a terrorist 

and telling him to go back to his 

own country. 

wisconsin
milwaukee • sept. 4, 2010

Robert Malczewski, 35, was 

charged with disorderly conduct 

and second-degree reckless endan-

germent as a hate crime after he 

allegedly shot a woman with a pel-

let gun because of her race. s

Lying About Auschwitz
The ‘lighter’ side of the world’s most infamous 
Nazi death camp, courtesy of The Barnes Review
By Mark Potok
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the sPlc Intelligence Report offers  
new online investigative resources 
The Intelligence Report is offering new free online resources to help law enforcement track  
extremist activity in their communities and conduct criminal investigations. Check out our  
new website and see all that we have to offer. www.intelligencereport.org
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We’re more THAn A mAgAzIne 

Ever seen tattoos like these while on duty? 
Everything you wanted to know about 
Racist Skinheads and more is available  
on our new website. 

intelligence Files
intelligencereport.org/files 
Read our in-depth profiles about hate move-
ment leaders and their groups. Learn what 
motivates them, how they act and how your 
community may be affected. 

hatewatch.org
intelligencereport.org/blog 
Don’t wait for the printed edition to get up-
dates about hate groups and extremists. Read 
our online Hatewatch blog for current events 
in the world of hate. And subscribe to our free 
e-newsletter Hatewatch Weekly.

interactive hate map
intelligencereport.org/hatemap 
Find detailed information about hate groups 
and their activities in your area. 
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Learn more about our FREE TRAININGS tailored for 
individual local, state and federal law enforcement 
agencies. Request training online. 
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