County Data on Civil Asset
Forfeiture in Alabama

This study examined all civil asset forfeiture cases filed in 14 Alabama counties during 2015. The 1,110 cases com-
prised 70 percent of all such cases filed that year. Of those cases, there were final dispositions in 827 by October
2017, resulting in nearly $2.2 million being awarded to agencies in those counties. The following county data is
arranged in order of the counties that received the most cash in forfeiture cases.

LAUDERDALE

LIMESTONE (AR JACKSON
o OHuntsville
SOLBERT Madison

LAWRENCE
FRANKLIN
MORGAN DE KALB

MARSHALL

MARION WINSTON CULLMAN CHEROKEE

ETOWAH

BLOUNT

WALKER

FAYETTE ST. CLAIR CALHOUN CASH FORFEITED The
JEFFERSON total amount of cash that
P CLEBURNE
o Birmingham courts awarded to local law
PICKENS Besselnel‘o oHoover TALLADEGA enforcement agencies in civil
TUSCALOOSA RANDOLPH asset forfeitures cases filed
Tuscaloosa® SHELBY within the county in 2015.

DEFAULTS The percentage
GREENE sy SRS of disposed cases in which
GHILTON the property was awarded to
government agencies after the
ELMORE owner failed to contest the

SUMTER AUTAUGA forfeiture

MACON

* Montgomery
DALLAS MONTCOMERY RUSSELL NO CRIMINAL CHARGES The

percentage of forfeiture cases
BULLOCK filed in the county in which the
WILCOX property owner was not charged
BARBOUR with a crime connected to the
BUTLER forfeiture case.

MARENGO
LOWNDES

CHOCTAW

CLARKE

MONROE CRENSHAW

DALE

Dothan
o

WASHINGTON CONECUH
COFFEE

COVINGTON

ESCAMBIA GENEVA HOUSTON

MOBILE

MObil BALDWIN
ok ;
%DEWT% ;‘g
i SPLC ’!\s thern Poverty Law Cent
Al JAVAY Southern Poverty Law Center

Appleseed



6

SHELBY COUNTY

The Shelby County Drug Enforcement Task Force
is the clearly major driver of asset forfeiture in
Shelby County. In 38% of all cases linked to crimi-
nal charges, the person charged was black (county
is 12% black).
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DEFAULT JUDGMENT
WHERE THE MONEY WENT
Shelby County Drug Enforcement Task Force $31,690
Calera Police Department §787
Irondale Police Department $6,175
Hoover Police Department $1,226
Pelham Police Department $1,817
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COUNTIES REVIEWED
Arranged in order of the counties that received

the most cash in forfeiture cases.

1. Mobile 8. Covington
2. Madison 9. Montgomery
3. Jefferson 10. St. Clair

4. Tuscaloosa 11. Pike

5. Houston 12. DeKalb

6. Shelby 13. Cherokee
7. Calhoun 14. Marion



