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A CADRE OF MEN PLANNED THE SOUTH'S
SECESSION IN SECRET..UNTIL NOW



UNDERSTANDING THE THREAT

Law Enforcement Training Videos

The SPLC has undertaken a number of initiatives to equip o  cers with information and other
resources that help them carry out their duties and minimize danger to themselves. Our free law
enforcement trainings teach o  cers how to recognize hate groups, symbols and activity; the threat
potential of specific groups; and how to respond to hate group activity.
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LAWEN EMENT RESPONSE‘I’O HATE EVENTS

Law enforcementlofficers may be tasked with upholding the free speech

rights of hate gkoup r‘he‘rfbers — eve'hardcore racists — inthe face of

opposition from Citizens in the community. This 13-minute roll call video

outlines how to effectively-respond when hate comes to town.

‘SOVEREIGN CITIZENS’

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT “The Southern
This Southern Poverty Law Center video was created

to help law enforcement agencies better prepare POVG l’ty LaW

for encounters with “sovereign citizens.” In the case A

of two West Memphis, Arkansas, police officers, Center F)I'OVIdeS
Brandon Paudert and Bill Evans, a routine traffic stop prOfeSSIOnal,

of father-and-son sovereign citizen duo Jerry and

Joe Kane in 2010 proved fatal. intelligence-led

training presented
by investigators
who are driving

the fight against
extremist individuals
HATE CRIMES and groups.
Hate crimes don’t just affect the victim — they can — RICK CHILDRESS, INVESTIGATOR AND
affect an entire community. This 15-minute roll call TASK FORCE OFFICER, OGDEN CITY
video outlines how to respond to, recognize and POLICE DEPARTMENT, OGDEN, UTAH
report hate crimes properly and promptly.
SPLC
FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: AVAY Southern Poverty

splcenter.org/law-enforcement-resources Law Center
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Resolute

The Battle Against Hate Demands Vigilance

BY HEIDI BEIRICH

Hate persists. It’s relentless.

History demonstrates that through the centu-
ries, across civilizations, humans consistently Kill
or marginalize one another. Slavery, racial oppres-
sion, ethnic cleansing, pogroms and genocide reign
through the ages. They are the greatest of human
atrocities, given the special designation of crimes
against humanity. And they are driven by hate.

Hate endures.

That’s why we have to fight it. Every day.

Our reporting unmasks rage peddlers and homi-
cidal conspirators who hide behind bandanas and
the internet. We report their names and their lies
— lies told to enrage the ignorant, to incite preju-
diced, fearful people and to justify legislation that
undermines this country’s founding principles. And
our reporting reveals something else.

Hate cowers.

It scrambles to cover its tracks, its hypocrisy,
its schemes. In this edition of Intelligence Report,
you'll discover that truth. For example, the founder
of the anti-Muslim hate group ACT for America,
Brigitte Gabriel, has written that terrorist attacks
represent Islam in its “purest form.” But when a
chapter president erected a display with a similar
message, ACT distanced itself from that regional
leader. It appears the group’s political aspirations
weren’t worth a national scandal or the extension
of its loyalty to an influential member.

And then there’s Chris Cantwell. He appeared
in a Vice documentary about the 2017 failed
Charlottesville rally in which a white supremacist
killed counterprotester Heather Heyer in a hit-and-
run. With John Wayne machismo, Cantwell bran-
dished weapons in the documentary and boasted: “I
go to the gym all the time. I'm trying to make myself
more capable of violence.” After Heyer’s murder, he
bragged: “The fact that none of our people killed
anybody unjustly is a plus for us, and we showed
our rivals that we won'’t be cowed.”

Four days later he cried. That’s when he learned
there was a warrant for his arrest. “l want to be
peaceful. I want to be law-abiding,” he said through
tears while recording a YouTube video. “I'm terri-
fied.” His bravado faded with the reality of conse-
guences. And now? After pleading guilty to assault
and battery and being banned from the state of

FOLLOW US 0 @Hatewatch o SPLCenter

Virginia? Now, we've learned, he’s an FBI infor-
mant. Cantwell’s rationale for cooperating with
federal investigators seems as conflicted as his vacil-
lation between being a self-proclaimed aggressor
and being a committed pacifist. “The FBI,” he says,
“seems more interested in stopping the violence,
which necessarily means leftists going to prison.”
Conviction has a way of weakening convictions.

But for every extremist who recants or sobs, just
as many remain resolute. Grayson Fritts openly
declared from his pulpit, “God has instilled the
power of civil government to send the police in 2019
out to the LGBTQ freaks and arrest them and have a
trial for them, and if they are convicted, then they are
to be put to death.” Fritts is a pastor at All Scripture
Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tennessee. He was also
a detective with the Knox County Sheri 'sO ce.

Armando Delgado Gonzalez wasn’t hiding
online or behind a fake name when he allegedly
suggested a fatal remedy for immigration near
Sunland Park, New Mexico. A member of border
militia group United Constitutional Patriots told
police that Gonzalez allegedly asked, “Why are we
just apprehending [migrants] and not lining them
up and shooting them? We have to go back to Hitler
days and put them all in a gas chamber.” BuzzFeed
News reported that Gonzalez denied making the
comments written in a police report.

Three months later, a gunman killed 22 people
who were shoppers at a Texas Walmart less than
15 miles from Sunland Park. Police have arrested
Patrick Crusius in connection with that massacre.

We see the boldness of hate.

That's why we didn’t hesitate to publicize the names
of leaders in the neo-Confederate group Identity Dixie.
Our investigation revealed that the organization hopes
to equip Southern states to secede from our country.
The group has promoted radical right-wing Christian
Dominionism, along with Kinism, the belief that the
Bible prohibits interracial marriage.

Hate persists.

But we see the impact of fighting it. You'll read
about what happened to the Virginia EMT who
joked about torturing a young black boy with a
needle. And you’ll discover why a judge shut down
an anti-gay conversion group for minors.

That’s why we investigate. Relentlessly. s
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A Stranger’s Hate

Police say he drove 600 miles to kill and maim people
he didn't know but hated nonetheless. The 22 people
who died after the Aug. 3 shooting in an El Paso,
Texas, Walmart were simply shopping on a Saturday
morning. But police have said the suspect, Patrick
Crusius, targeted the location near the U.S.-Mexico
border because he sought to kill Mexicans he viewed
as “invaders.” The dead included a 15-year-old boy,
senior citizens and a young mother and father who
died shielding their 2-month-old baby.

Authorities confirmed that Crusius, 21, of Allen,
Texas, wrote a hate-filled manifesto. Some of it
mirrored language used by President Donald Trump
to describe Mexicans. Two days after the shooting,
the president finally condemned white supremacy
and later denounced “other supremacies.” Despite
the president’s past reluctance to directly pinpoint
domestic terrorism, FBI director Christopher Wray
noted before Congress in July that domestic terror
investigations led to 90 arrests in the last nine months.
Crusius joins that list. At press time, he is being held
on probable cause of capital murder but has not yet
been formally charged. Prosecutors plan to seek the
death penalty. Meanwhile, like residents in Poway,
California, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania — the sites of
shootings motivated by white supremacy — El Pasoans
try to make sense of the senseless.

Follow all of our coverage at splcenter.org/El-Paso

ON THE COVER

SPLC analysts and reporters relentlessly
unearth and publish stories that create
fissures in hate groups or reveal their
weaknesses and operations. Inside this
issue, discover the impact accountability
and publicity have on hate.
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SHARED THREAT
“Political
debates in

the United
States can be
untethered
from facts, but
threats to life
focus minds

on reality. The
reality today

is that when

it comes to
organized
violence, Jewish
and Muslim
Americans, as
well as members
of other
minority groups,
face the same
threat: white-
supremacist

terrorism.

U.S. Rep. Tom Malinowski,
D-NJ, “America’s
greatest terrorist threat?
White Supremacists.”
The Washington

Post, May 3, 2019

INVESTIGATIONS

MATTHEW GEBERT

A U.S. state department o  cial was placed on leave
following our report outing him as a leader in the
white nationalist movement.

Learn more by visiting splcenter.org/gebert

ONLINE HATE MAP

From Hawaii to Rhode
Island, hate groups operate
throughout our nation.
Explore what's happening
in your state at
splcenter.org/hate-map

CONTACT US

For media inquiries, please contact our press team at
(334) 956-8420.

Comments, suggestions or tips? Send them to
HWeditor@splcenter.org

For subscription requests, contact Karla Gri  n.
Southern Poverty Law Center

400 Washington Ave., Montgomery, AL 36104

(334) 956-8200 splcenter.org/intelligence-report

Get the latest news and join the conversation.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT INQUIRIES WELCOMED
The Intelligence Project of the Southern Poverty Law
Center (SPLC) welcomes law enforcement inquiries
regarding radical right extremists and hate groups.
Please direct questions during normal business
hours to Laurie Wood via the SPLC’s general number,
(334) 956-8200.
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